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INTRODUCTION. 



The writer of the following pages does not affect 
originality. He is but the collector, and compiler of 
the opinions of others ; of documentary and historic 
evidence bearing upon the subjects under consideration. 
He would place before his readers a plain, unvarnished 
summary of facts : if possible remove the dust and 
rubbish which have well nigh concealed the beauty of 
truth and holiness. 

Others indulging in romance, gloat over the memo- 
rials of heathen and idolatrous worship; unearth the 
debris of corrupt and debasing observances; and 
lead the people to indulge in sensuous follies, and 
wild extravagances ; he craves but a little attention to 
truth, in the hope that in addition to the peace which 
she speaks, the mischie& which generally attend upon 
infidelity — vice, folly, and extravagance, may be warded 
6ff. 

BoGNOR, July^ 1863. 




PEIMITIVE CHEISTIAN CHURCH 

OF BRITAIN:— 

tfy C^mc^ at am faidtt^ia. 



Historical references and docomeutary records prove 
beyond dispnte, that Christianity was introdnced into 
this country by an Apostle ; and that an Apostolic 
Episcopal Church, independent, yet in commnnion 
with the Catholic, or universal Ohurcli of Christ, did 
exist in this nation for more than five hundred years 
before the arrival of the Papal Misaionary, Augustine, 
at the close of the sixth century ; and further, that, at 
the time that Emissary set his foot on our shore, that 
Chnrch was not only more scriptaral and pure than 
was the Chnrch of Rome ; bnt that she was floij.tiaVTO.^ 
and possessed of great vitality, under 'tVft gaviK&ca "A 
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able, and sound, and faithful divines, possessing Epis- 
copal titles, and exercising Episcopal authority ; even 
at the very time when Pope Gregory ostentatiously 
sent Augustine under the assumed pretext of Christian- 
izing the people. 

There is no point of English history more interest- 
ing to the British Christian than the origin of Christi- 
anity and the progress of the Christian Church in these 
realms during the earlier centuries of the Christian 
dispensation. Yet, unfortunately, there are few periods 
of our history in which the accounts of that Church 
are more involved in obscurity. Whether such ob- 
scurity be ascribed to wilful ignorance, to reckless 
misconception, to culpable indifference and apathy, or 
to the want of due inquiry, may be a mooted question 
among the different characters which dwell in her com- 
munion ; but the fact is most injurious to the charac- 
ter, independence, and peace of the Church : and the 
occasion of much regret to those who recoil from the 
assertion, that, for the blessings which we enjoy under 
the Christian Dispensation we are entirely indebted to 
the gracious interference of Papal Home. 

Writers of our national annals, if tbey C9ndescend to 
touch the subject, generally dismiss it with but a pass- 
ing notice ; even ecclesiastical historians and bio- 
graphers usually begin their relations with the first 
appearance of the Roman missionary at the end of the 
sixth century, passing over the preceding ages as 
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though they were a mere blank as respects the exist- 
ence of a national Christian Church ; as though daring 
the six hundred jears which preceded the arrival of 
Augustine all traces of a Christian Church in these 
islands were so faint, so dark, so confused, so indiscern- 
ible, as not to merit the research of the historian, or 
the attention of the Christian ; as though it was here, 
as in some mines, where, if there be ore, the ore is so 
mixed with the dross, so Httle, and so inaccessible, as 
not to compensate for the trouble of digging and re- 
fining it. Hence the vulgar notion, or rather delusion, 
that the Papal Austin was the first that preached the . 
Oospel in Britain ; and hence the conclusion is drawn 
that as the British Church owed her foundation to, so 
she was ever, till tbe time of the Reformation, depend- 
ent upon the see of Rome. This is the trap of the 
the Papist, the delusion of the ignorant Protestant, the 
cant of the anti-Churchman, and the snare into which 
the political partizan would inveigle all who are wil- 
ling and simple enough to be misled by him. Every 
little pretender to knowledge, as soon as he can repeat 
the name of Austin, affects to think himself possessed 
of irresistible proof that the said Austin was the apostle 
of our island; and that, as the Roman missionaries 
were the first to make known to us the way of life, so 
the Bishops cf Rome have an indefeasible claim to be 
forever regarded as the lords and masters of <3^^^ 
heritage in these realms. The a8&\mii^\.\oii \& icroxA^^ 
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in error. The inference is pregnant of delnsion — ^is 
absurd and mischieyoos. 

What will Bach pretenders say if it be made evident 
that the only merit Rome can claim, is, not thai of 
lighting or rekindling the lamp of Christianity in these 
lands, bat that of tarnishing ils native lustre, gradually 
corrupting our Church's creed, heathening her disci- 
pline and worship, and enslaving her clergy, making 
merchandise of the souls of her people — tnming this 
kingdom into the principal limb of the '' man of sin's '* 
usurped empire; and, as she enslaved all, so causing 
all to drink deeply of the cup of her enchantments. 

But that this is all the obligation the Church of 
England owes to the Church of Rome is matter of fact, 
as it stands out on the very face of the history of her 
dealings with us. 

There was in this island a regular Episcopal Inde- 
pendent Christian Church of Apostolic foundation sub- 
sisting for nearly six centuries before the Roman Austin 
set foot on our shore, or the voice of a spiritual usurper 
was heard In our churches. Gildas, the earliest Christian 
writer in this country, whone writings have come down 
to us (he was bom in 511) has left on record the fact, 
'' that upon this our frozen isle, while shivering with 
the icy cold of ignorance and heathenism and idolatry, 
the cheering beams of the true suu — the Sun of righte- 
ousness — shone brightly out a little before or about the 
time of the defeat of Boadicea by the Roman legions." 
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The defeat of Boadicea occurred a.d. 61, that is, whilst 
the Apostles were in the very height of their evangeli- 
cal career. Justin Martyr declares in the most posi- 
tive language, that there was not a nation, however 
barbarous, known to the Romans in his time (a.d. 140), 
in which Ohristianity was not planted. His words 
literally rendered are, ^^ Nor is there a single race of 
men at all, whether called barbarian, or Grecian, or in 
short by whatever other named called, whether it be 
livers in waggons, or houseless^ or dwellers in shepherds* 
tents, among whom prayers and Eucharists {i,e, regular 
Communion Services) eSte not solemnized to the Father 
and Creator of all, through the name of the crucified 
Jesus.'' In Justin's time Britain was a flourishing 
province of the Roman Empire. 

The early Fathers, without any contrary testimony, 
inform us generally t?iat the Church of Christ was 
founded in Britain by the Apostles of our Lord per* 
sonally, Theodorus, Bishop of Cyprus, says, ^^ the 
Apostles persuaded even the Britons to receive the law 
of the crucified Lord. ... St. Paul, after his release 
from his imprisonment at Rome went straightway to 
Spain, and thence hastening away to other nations, 
carried the light of the Gospel to them also . . . that 
he, Paul, having gone into Spain, brought salvation to 
the islands that lie in the ocean.'' Theodorus knew of 
no other islands lying in the ocean but the British 
Isles ; besides, the islands lying in the oceau ^%s^ *^^ 
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classical as well as the natural geographical description 
of the British Isles. 

Ensebins, Bishop of Gesarea, a.d. 313, mentions the 
British Chnrch az founded by the Apostles in person, 

Jerome says Paul preached the Gospel in the western 
parts. 

Verantius, Bishop of Poictiers, in the sixth century, 
says in express words, that ** he, Paul, crossed the 
ocean, and landed and preached in the countries which 
the Briton inhabits, and in the utmost ThuleJ^ 

Gements, Bishop of Bome, Paul's own friend, com- 
panion, and fellow-labourer, says : " Through zeal 
Paul received the meed of his perseverance. . . . After 
he had taught righteousness to the whole world, and 
gone even to the uttermost bounds of the west." Ca- 
tullus says, " the utmost isles of the ocean — the utmost 
Britains.'* Horace, '^ Britain, the utmost people of the 
world." 

There cannot be any difficulty in understanding 
what was the place which the Apostles, as above 
stated, did visit. 

Paul, then, if any reliance can be placed upon h\p- 
toric testimony, was the founder of the Church of our 
early Fathers, the teacher of Christianity, the intro- 
ducer of the Christian faith, and the establisher of a 
Christian community in Britain. 

In the fifteenth chapter of his Epistle to the Bomans 
we find St. Paul expressing his earnest desire, his long- 
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cherished purpose of going from Home into the West, 
** Whensoever,^* he says, ^^ I take my journey into Spam, 
I will come to you,*' 

St. Paul's first release from imprisonment in Rome was 
in the year a.d. 58, which agrees exactly with the time 
mentioned by Oildas. When in Rome he was a pri- 
soner with the illustrious family of the British King, 
Caractacus, and was released the same year as was that 
illustrious prisoner. From this release to St. Paul's 
second imprisonment at Rome, and his martyrdom 
there, there was an interval of eight years ; that is, 
from A.D. 58 to A.D. 66. This interval the Fathers 
(without any contrary opinion) say, ^^ he passed in 
going up and down through, and preaching in the 
western parts. Tea," says the Jesuit Capelli, *< it was 
the common and received opinion of all the Fathers, 
nor is it disallowed by scarcely any that I know of at 
tills day, that Paul, after those two years of imprisonment 
at Rome mentioned by Luke (Acts zxviii. 30), spent 
some years in preaching the Gospel in the West.'' 

Again, the British Triads say that the family of 
Caractacus brought Christianity with them from Rome 
to this island on their return from captivity. '^ Brian 
the blessed, son of Llyr, first brought the faith of Christ 
to the Cambrians from Rome, where he had been seven 
years as an hostage for his son Caradog ;" that is, from 
the year of our Lord 51 to 58. 

TertuUian, who flourished about 70 years after the 
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death of the Apostle John, writing in defence of the 
Christian dispensation, mentions the remote nations of 
Britain, showing that the church was now so extensively 
spread in the island as to be received in those wildj in- 
accessible parts where the Roman arms had not yet 
penetrated. Addressing the Jews, he said, ** You 
helieve yourselves that the Christ is to he a King and a 
Conqueror, Lo 1 then, what king — what conqueror — 
what nation has ever acquired so mighty a dominion as 
this Christ has, who is already come ? Did Solomon ? 
DidtheBahylonians? DidNehuchadnezzar? Alexander? 
The Romans ? &c. In whom else hut that Christ, who is 
already come, have all these nations helieved ? All the 
hordersof Spain, the divers nation of Gaul, and those places 
of Britain into which the Roman arms have not yet been 
able to penetrate; but which are subject to Christ." 

About the year a.d. 156, ** Lleirwig " (in Latin? 
Lucius), called Leuver, the great Eang of Britain, 
publicly professed the Christian religion, and gave the 
privilege of country and tribe, with civil and ecclesiastical 
rights, to all who were Christians. 

Origen in the third century (a.d. 230), says, " when 
did Britain before the coming of Christ, consent together 
in the worship of one God. . . . Christ's power is seen in 
Britain as well as in Mauritania." 

In the year 303 commenced the fiery trial, the last of 
the ten persecutions, that called the Diocletian, which 
was the first that lighted the faggot on the British 
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shores, and stained our soil with the blood of the 
martyrs. Gildas, and Bede after him, say, " Then it 
was that Britain enjoyed the highest glory by her 
devoted confession of God, and great was the number 
of her martyrs." Aaron and Julius are specified as 
having been martyred with great torments in Caerleon- 
upon-Usk ; and St. Alban as having suffered upon a hill 
over against the present St. Albans, which was named 
after him. " After that persecution had closed," the 
same writers say, *'now the persecuted Christians return 
from the woods and mountains, and dens of the earth, 
re-establish the faith, buUd again the demolished 
churches, erect basilicas of the saints and martyrs, and 
setting up again their victorious standards, celebrate 
their sacred rites with clean hands and hearts ; and this 
peace continued in the British Church till the time of 
the Arian madness, which infected this remote corner 
of the earth, as well as the rest of the Christian world." 
That the Church was an Episcopal Church, and in 
communion with the Universal Church of Christ, is 
shown by the fact that her Bishops and members were 
summoned to and did regularly attend the general 
councils of the Church, sitting and voting in them, and 
subscribing their decrees and canons. At the Council 
of Aries, which was celebrated in a.d. 314, they attended, 
and the names of three Bishops, a British priest, and a 
deacon are found appended to the proceedings of that 
assembly, namely, Eborious^ Bishop otXoxV^ B.wt\tu.ta^. 
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Bishop of London, and Adelphitis, Bishop of Caerleon- 
npon-Usk — together with the names of a British priest 
and deacon. 

At the Council of Sardica, a.d. 347, British Bishops 
were present. 

Again, at the Council of Ariminium, a.d. 359, the 
British Church was represented. And it cannot be 
doubted British Bishops were also present at the great 
Council of Nice, aj>. 325. 

It is farther evident that the British Church in respect 
of her internal polity settled her own disputes, and 
questions of discipline and doctrine, independent of any 
and all external control or interference. There is the 
record of two successive British councils being held in 
this island to establish the doctrines of Grace in oppo- 
sition to Pelagianism. Schools and colleges were in- 
stituted in the several dioceses. And a third council, 
consisting of 118 Bishops, was celebrated in the sixth 
century, at St. David's, in Wales, and presided over by 
St. David, the great ornament of that age. The number 
of prelates assembled upon that occasion affords evidence 
of the flourishing state of the Church at that time — that 
is, a short time before the intrusion of the Papal Austin. 

Pelagius is said to have been a native of Britain, 
and teaching in Rome in the fifth century, he taught 
the heresy, which bears his name, viz., " That we 
derive no corruption from the fall of our first parents ; 
hot enter into the world as pure and unspotted as Adam 
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at his creation." Here we have irrefragable evidence, 
not only of the purity of the faith held by the British 
Church, namely, ** The doctrine of grace through Jesus 
Christ :" but also proof of the zeal, with which that 
Church stepped forward to defend that faith in its 
integrity. 

These facts, if there was no other evidence, establish 
the validity of the Orders of the Church here — the 
Episcopal form of her government, and her entire 
constitution as a Church of Christ ; and, as a member 
of the universal Christian community, a member of the 
universal Church of Christ; but independent of all 
foreign control or interference. The Council of Nice, 
A.D. 325, had declared the independence of all national 
Churches — all foreign jurisdiction was excluded by the 
Canon law. At that Council, viz., the Council of Nice, 
twenty canons were made for regulating the government 
and discipline of the Church. By the fourth, the 
ecclesiastical polity of every province is vested in its 
own Bishops under their Metropolitan ; and, if any 
dispute arise, it is to be referred to a synod of the 
whole. By the fifth, it is provided that no person ex- 
communicated by a Bishop be received into communion 
by another Bishop till his cause be tried and determined 
in a provincial, i.e. national, synod, whose sentence is 
to be final and decisive. There was, therefore, no 
court of appeal out of the province allowed or thoa^t 
of. All foreign jurisdiction was 3jtec\\i^<ei\ Vj ^^^^ 
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canons; and every national Church (and, therefore, the 
British Church) not only had the right, but it was in 
duty bound, to settle all ecclesiastical matters, and end 
all causes domestic in its own national synods. Accord- 
^^S^Jy ^^ ^^ directly opposed to the assumption put 
forth by the Boman Church ; therefore, it was a base 
usurpation and injustice in Gregory to consign the 
British Bishops, with a stroke of his pen, to the juris- 
diction of a foreigner and intruder. 

The Bishop of Rome was at that time recognised as 
the Bishop of that See, i.e., of Rome. The rank of 
Prirmis may have been accorded to him, but no pre- 
eminence, no supremacy, no authority over other 
Churches was recognised or admitted. When he 
assumed the triple crown may not be exactly known. 
It appears that prior to the intrusion of Augustine into 
this country he had put forth his assumed authority in 
the French nation. 

The purity of the faith of the British Church was 
not merely admitted — it was admired. Jerome writes : 
*' Equally from Britain as from Jerusalem the gates of 
heaven lie open." (Here we may see her orthodoxy is 
placed on a par with that of Jerusalem, the mother of 
us all.) ... . '^ The Churches of Gaul and Britain 
adore one Christ, observe one rule of Faith." St. John 
Chrysostom, the Bishop and Patriarch of Constantinople, 
says, speaking of the fifth century : ^^ The British Isles, 
which lie beyond this sea — those I mean lying in the 
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very ocean — have felt the power of the Word 

Whether you go to the ocean, even to the British Isles^ 
or sail to the Euzine Sea, or go to the North, you will 
hear them everywhere teaching wisdom out of the 
Scriptures, each indeed differing in voice, but not in 

/aith — in language, but not in sentiment To 

whatever quarter you turn, to the Indians, or Moors, or 
Britons — even to the remotest bounds of the West, you 
will find this doctrine, *In the beginning was the Word,' 
and with it all the means of holiness of life.'' 

It is true the Ohurch in this country suffered from 
the violence of the Jute, the Anglian, and the Saxon 
invaders and settlers in the latter part of the sixth 
century ; yet she lived through them all — lived even in 
the kingdoms of the Heptarchy, axid jftourished through- 
out all the rest of Britain, and in the same purity of 
faith and worship for which she was so commended in 
the fourth and fifth centuries. 

If it be admitted that under the Saxon domination 
during the latter part of the sixth century Christianity 
was oppressed, yet it must be recorded that she gradually 
receded westward ; and Lingard admits that even in the 
Heptarchy Christianity continued still to l?e the religion 
of the natives, and that some of the conquerors tolerated 
it among their BritiHh subjects on condition of their 
paying an annual tribute. Theonus, the Archbishop of 
London, and Thadioc, Archbishop of York, (both places 
being the very seals and cenlxoa oi V\i^ K.xi^^c^-'^^a.^'^ 
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domination,) were not under the necessity of quitting 
their sees and retiring westward until the year 586, t.e., 
ten years before the arrival of the Roman missionaries 
under Augustine ; and even then many of the clergy 
remained in London and in York. This is a very 
significant fact. 

It is. even possible they then withdrew, to avoid 
contention, perhaps persecution, — ^not from the Anglo- 
Saxon invader, but from the French party at the court. 
The wife of King Ethelbert was a princess of France, 
and her Ohaplain was a Bishop of the French Church ; 
and that Church, though not in all things conforming 
to the practices and discipline of the Church of Borne, 
was nevertheless under the superintendence of an Arch- 
bishop appointed by the Council of the Vatican. 

In reference to this subject there is, from an old 
Welch Chronicle, preserved in Bennett's College, Cam- 
bridge, the following extract: — "After the Saxons 
prevailed, continual war remained between the Brit- 
ayans (the then inhabitauntes of the Bealme) and the 
Saxons, the Britayans being Christians and the Saxons 
Pagans, However, as occasion served, they sometimes 
treated of peace, and then they met together and com- 
muned together, (i.e., the British Christians and the 
Pagan Saxons,) but after that by means of Austin the 
Saxons became Christians, in such sort as Austin had 
taught them, the Brittayns would neither eat nor drink 
with them, nor yet salutb ihem^ because they corrupted 



wkh superstition^ images^ and idolatry^ the True Bbli- 
aiON OP Christ." Yet at that time the Charch of 
Eome had not snnk into that idolatry which now defiles 
and deforms her religion. 

The words ** communed together," in the preceding 
qnotation,— especially when taken with the context, 
"would neither eat nor drink with them," — ^is under- 
stood to have reference to the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper. The words were and are often used in that 
sense. If that be the interpretation of them, then 
indeed the Saxons must have felt but little aversion to 
the Christian Faith, if they did not openly unite with it. 

Gregory himself writing to Brunichild, Queen of the 
Franks, says, "We wish you to know that we are 
informed that the English nation wish to become 
Christians, but that the Clergy who are in their neigh- 
bourhood have not a pastoral care of them." — Greg. 
Epis. lib. 5. ep. 58, 59. And in a letter to Bertha 
herself, he reminds her, " That it is her bounden duty 
to bring his illustrious son, her husband, to embrace 
the faith, for the health of his kingdom and his souL" 
— Ibid. lib. 9. ep. 59. 

These extracts show, not only that the Anglo- 
Saxons were already, in a sense, won to the faith, (for 
how else could they have so ardent a desire to become 
Christians?) but they also show that Gregory knew 
well what was passing in England. He must have had 
agents and correspondents in this coxraXr^ \ ^^^ ^<^n^^ 
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not have been ignorant of the existence and of flie 
character, doctrine, and discipline of the Briti^ 
Chnrch : — indeed, the remark in his letter to Queen 
Bmnichild, '' the Clergy not havbg a pastoral care," 
proves that he knew of other Clergy than the Chaplain 
of the Qaeen, a Clergy who stood aloof from commn- 
nion with the French Church. That Clergy must 
have been the Clergy of the British Chnrch, — ^because 
the Priests of the Saxon rites were not called bv that 
name. He knew there was a native Christian Chnrch ; 
yet he disowned, he ignored the existence of that 
Chnrch, because he wished to subject the nation to the 
discipline of the Church of Rome. 

That there was a Christian Church in this country 
when Gregory sent Austin into it, is thus established 
beyond a doubt. That in the kingdom of Kent, over 
which Ethelbert reigned, the Church might have been 
in some respects served as was the Church in Gaul, is 
probable ; because Ethelbert had espoused a princess of 
France, and a Bishop of the Gallic Church was in 
attendance upon her as her chaplain; and Ethelbert 
himself had been baptized in the year 591, six years 
before the arrival of Austin. With the Gallic Church 
the Prelates of the British Church would not, however, 
hold communion. Yet the French Church, though 
superintended by a Prelate of the Roman Church, was 
free from many of the errors and corruptions which the 
Roman Church had even at that time adopted. 
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Ethelbert was sovereign of the kingdom of Kent, 
with the rank of Bretwalda^ or chief of the Anglo- 
Saxon princes, who, at the time in question, governed 
that portion of the country which was subdivided and 
called the Heptarchy. 

Christianity, as we have shoym, was established in 
this country in the Apostolic age; and, though har- 
assed and persecuted by the heathen who invaded her, 
was never extinguished. The faithful members of her 
communion withdrew into the more retired and inac- 
cessible parts of the country, and there performed their 
religious duties, not as isolated individuals, but as a 
regularly appointed Episcopal Church. 

St. Alban, the Proto-martyr of England, suffered in 
the year 400. 

The Saxons invaded the country in 449, and, though 
the Christians suffered persecution for Christ's sake, 
the Church was not destroyed. 

That Church was probably more pure, and more 
truthful, than the Church of any other nation. Founded 
by an Apostle, it adopted the Episcopal form of govern- 
ment in accordance with the teaching of the Apostles. 
Owing to the retired and secluded position of this 
country, far from the discord and heresies which so soon 
disturbed the Church nearer the birthplace of Christianity, 
it probably escaped many temptations to error to which 
others were exposed, and was therefore better able to T^re- 
serve the purity of the Apostolic docltm^ axi^ ^vB^v^xafe' 
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Stillingfleet wrote : " Though during the latter part 
of the sixth century in particular, Christianity sufEered 
greatly under the cruelty of the Saxon invaders, and 
generally receded westward ; and though in the Saxon 
dominion idolatry prevailed over the seven kingdoms, 
yet certainly not so as to leave the Heptarchy in total 
darkness. For, first, Christianity continued still, even 
in the Heptarchy, to be the religion of the old natives 
now reduced to subjection ; and, secondly, it is known 
that some of the -conquerors tolerated it among their 
British subjects on condition of their paying an annual 
tribute." Nay, he further shows, that it was not till 
A.D. 586, that Theonus, Archbishop of London, and 
Thadioc, Archbishop of York (both which places were 
the very seats and centres as it were of the Anglo- 
Saxon domination), were forced to quit their sees, and 
retire westward. It was not till ten years before the 
intrusion of the Roman missionaries that they were 
forced to retire : and it was, even then, only * with 
many^ not 'with alV^ of their clergy. So that many^ 
or some at least, of the clergy still remained even in 
London and York. This is a very significarit fact. 
We know from the annals of religious persecution, that 
always the first objects of its cruelty are the heads of 
the Church. The lofty pine is shaken by the storm, 
while the lowly shrub escapes its fury. Hence we have 
the obvious inference that no few Christians and 
Christian teachers would still linger in those provinces 
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and districts, where even the Archbishops bad so long 
been suffered to continue, or whence they bad so re- 
cently been forced to retire. 

Bede admits (Book I., c. 25) that even at the time 
of Augustine setting his foot on our shores, Christianity 
was no stranger to the court of the Kentish king. 
Bertha, the royal spouse of Ethelbert, was a zealous 
Christian. She was the daughter of Cherebert, King 
of Paris ; she bad in her palace at Canterbury, Luid- 
hard, her Bishop, as her principal chaplain ; and she 
bad a British Church, that of St. Martin, on the eastern 
side of the city, whither she was wont to resort to offer 
her devotions. So that there existed, and that for 
nearly thirty years, in the principal seat of the Anglo- 
Saxon power, a Christian congregation, having at its 
bead an orthodox Bishop, and for its leading member, 
the most illustrious female in England. For Ethelbert 
was at that time Bretwalda ; i.e.^ monarch or supreme 
ruler among the Anglo-Saxon princes. 

Ethelbert was baptized a.d. 591. He had ascended 
the throne in a.d. 560. It was probably under the 
teaching of his Queen that he became a convert to 
Christianity. 

Therefore, though under oppression, we must still 
remember, that whilst Christianity Jtouriuhed through- 
out the whole length and breadth of the west and 
north, she certainly lived throughout the rest o£ ^-V^fc 
island. We know from the YiiBtorj vil ^^x^vi'^ixsLNK^ik^w^ 
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what Christians will do to maintain their £edth and 
worship. 

Accordingly we need not wonder at one very inter- 
esting fact which may be adduced, namely, that, at the 
very time of the arrival of the Roman Augustine, a.d. 
596, there prevailed among the Anglo-Saxons them- 
selves a strong desire to embrace the Christian religion, 
and to be admitted within the fold of the Church. The 
probability is, that had not the Roman Augustine set 
foot in this island, the Christian religion would have 
been restored throughout the land, and the Church of 
Christ have gradually superseded the temple of the 
heathen; that a more truthful Church, a more pure 
religion than that which Austin introduced would have 
prevailed through the nation. 

Gregory had, however, put hie foot upon a part, if 
not upon the whole, of the Gallic Church ; and he was 
unwilling that Britain should escape his grasp, and 
enjoy a Church not under his control, a religion less 
corrupted than that over which he held rule. 

Therefore, when Pope Gregory sent Augustine with his 
forty monks into this country, professedly to convert the 
Anglo-Saxon idolaters, we may, without much hesitation 
give him credit for the desire, his principal object, to 
subject the British nation to the Roman yoke, to usurp 
authority over the temporal not less than the spiritual 
rights and liberties of a sister but independent Church. 

It is apparent that negotiations between a party in 
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this country, and the authority at the Vatican, had 
been going on before Austin left Rome. That emissary 
passed through France on his way to Britain, and 
brought with him French linguists to assist him. 
Arrangements were made for his reception in this 
country, and so soon as he landed in the Isle of Thanet, 
he sent word to Ethelbert, who went thither to give 
him a meeting. The audience was held in the open 
air, so testifying to the previous arrangements, and to 
the subjection of the sovereign to the Papal emissary. 
The retreat of the British Archbishops of London and 
of York from their respective sees, may not therefore 
have been induced by the conduct of the Saxon In- 
vader, but by the threatening and usurping spirit of 
the Church of Bome, under the influence of the Queen 
and her French bishop. The prelates of the< British 
Church would not be partakers of the corruptions of 
the Church ot Bome — of her crosses, her images, her 
relics, her saints, her holy water, and her incense. 
Such adjuncts to religion were abominations to the 
purer-minded Christian of the British Church ; therefore, 
as they enjoyed the countenance of the court party, the 
chiefs of the native Church withdrew from the offence. 

That there was a Church, an Apostolic Episcopal 
Primitive Church in this country, not in submission to 
the see of Bome, not in conformity with the Church of 
Bome either in doctrine, ceremonial, or di8cb^l\\^A^ >»^ 
further proved by the following fa^\a \ — 
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The first questions which the Papal emissary addressed 
to Gregory were — " How should bishops deal with their 
clergy ? How should the oblations which the faithful 
bring to the altar be divided ? Whether if clerks cannot 
contain, they may marry ? and if they marry, whether 
they may return to the secular life ?* 

Here we have, first, positive testimony to the existence 
of an Episcopacy and of a regular clergy, not observing 
the discipline which the church of Borne at that time 
observed : secondly, evidence that the Holy Sacrament 
of the Lord's Supper was regularly celebrated, and that 
the oblations of the faithful were duly made ; and, thirdly, 
a reasonable conclusion that celibacy on the part of the 
clergy was not a requirement of the English Church. 

The Bishops and clergy of whom Austin spake were 
the Bishops and clergy of the Anglican Church, which 
at the time of his arrival in this country, though under 
partial obscurity by the invasion of the heathen, was 
in powerful vitality and in increasing influence through 
the land. 

At the time in question the Papal Legate had not 
consecrated any new bishops, probably not even ordained 
a presbyter or minister of the Church. 

The next question was, "How ought a Bishop to 
o£Sciate in the Church ; since the faith is one, the 
customs of Churches various, and one manner of mass 
prevails in the Holy Church of Bome, another in the 
Church of the Gauls?'' 
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Austiu might have added, '< and an entirely different 
service in the Church of England/' but he was not 
honest. 

Here, is an admission that the Gallic Church was 
not in unity with the Church of Kome. 

It may hence be fairly concluded, notwithstanding 
the plausible words of Gregory, and the deluded zeal 
and obsequious devotion of several writers in this 
country, that the object of the Pope's ambition was not 
to establish Christianity in Britain, not to convert the 
nation to the religion of Jesus Christ — because he 
knew a pure Christian Church, although struggling 
against the intrusion of the French Church, which 
was under the protection of the Queen and of the 
Boyal Party, and against the Saxon Idolater, did 
exist, and had from the first century existed in this 
nation. That church it was the object of the wily 
Gregory and his able emissary to destroy, and to sub- 
ject the spiritual and secular concerns of this nation to 
the arbitrary rule and despotic government of the 
Papal see. 

To these questions the Pope replied: ''Tou, my 
brother, know the customs of the Church of Home, in 
which you were bred ; but it is my opinion, that if 
you have found anything that may be more acceptable 
to God, whether in the Church of Kome, or that of the 
Gauls, or any other, you carefully select it, and by 
singular instruction instil what yow. laft.^ \iv«^ ^-^^^W^ 
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out of many Cliurclies, into the Church of England, 
nowly converted to the faith. For things are not to be 
valaed on account of places, but places for good things- 
Therefore choose out of every Church what is pious, 
religious, and right, and treasure up this composition 
in the minds of the English, as a customary use for 
divine offices." 

The Church of England newly converted to the Faith. 
Of what Church is Pope Gregory speaking ? Augustine 
was sent professedly to convert our heathen nation to 
Christianity. Yet the above words imply, there was a 
Church and a Christian Church, because he speaks of 
the Clergy, a denomination never applied to their 
Heathen Priest. One object of Augustine's Mission 
may haV^e been to christianize the Saxon, but the 
absorbing, the ultimate purpose was to bring the 
British Church, her prelates and ministers, into union 
with, and submission to the Church of Borne. 

The fourth and fifth question relate to marriage in 
reference to the question of affinity. 

The sixth question is in the words following : " If 
Bishops cannot easily assemble, by reason of their 
distance and long journeys, whether a Bishop may not 
be ordained without the presence of other Bishops ?" 

Here the existence of British Bishops is again ad- 
mitted. Is the supposed obstacle to their assembling 
the real difficulty? Was Austin willing to recognise 
their position ? Did he wish to ignore them ? Or, was it 
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what he probably knew to be the case, that they would 
Dot acknowledge the assumed supremacy of the intruder, 
nor have anything to do with him ? 

To this, the sixth question, Gregory replied, " Tou 
cannot ordain Bishops otherwise than by yourself alone 
in the Ohurch of English, because you are at present the 
only BUhop there* When Bishops come from Gaul they 
may assist as witnesses when you ordain a Bishop/' 

Question the seventh : *'' In what manner shall we 
treat the Bishops of the Gauls and Britons ?'' 

Answer : " We give you no authority over the 
Bishops of the Gauls, because the Bishop of Aries has 
of old received the pall from my predecessors ; and we 
ought not to deprive him of his authority. But we 
commit all the Bishops of the Britons to you, my 
brother, that the unlearned may be instructed, the weak 
strengthened by good advice, the perverse be corrected 
by your authority." 

N.B. Had the Pope forgotten the decree of the 
Council of Nice ? or did he consider himself superior to, 
released from, the observances of the decrees of the 
general councils? 

The answers which Gregory gave to the sixth and 
seventh questions are so unsatisfactory, the directions so 
impracticable, that it must be inferred the Pope was 
embarrassed ; probably he found himself involved in 
more difficulty than he had anticipated : the firmness of 
the British Bishops astonished an& i^wl^^^^l^sd^* 
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^^ We commit all the Bishops of the Britons to j 
my Brother, that the unlearned may be instmctod, Urn 
Wfsak hireuf^ihencd by good advice, the perrene be 
correct<;rl by authority/' Andaeions prenunpCioB! 
Merciful Jlorac ! " Corrected by authority t " Tmty, 
if thou canst not seduce by guile, betray by Hatterjt 
r^omipt by Hatanic arts, nor cower by impious demmd- 
ations — thou art ever really to punish by the swordy or 
tlie faggot ; — but a short ]:>eriod elapsed ere the £onaa 
was brought to bear u[>on the offending, because us- 
complyirig clergy of the primitive Christian Chiirch of 
Britain. Huch thou wert in the sixth and seventh oen- 
turics :»such thou hast ever proved thyself towaids 
tlK>He who will not recognize thy assumed supremacy ; 
— who will not submit themselves to the discijrfiiie 
which thou hast ap[x>inted — who wpl not follow the 
idolatrous observances of the Roman Church, — reve- 
rently kiss the extende<^l foot of thy Chief Pastor, — and 
in all humility acknowledge him to be the Vicar of 
Jesus Christ on earth — thy Church to be the unvary- 
ing I the infallible I 

How immerciful is ambition I How unchristian 
withal ! How hypocritical ! This is the first time, so 
far as we know, that the voice of ecclesiastical usurpa- 
tion and tyranny was heard in this island, and we have 
a fair specimen of its benignant intentions ! 

The Roman monk, armed with this arrogant Italian 
authority, demanded a conference with the British bishops 
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of the next province, and with the assistance and influ- 
ence of Ethelbert, he obtained a meeting with them at a 
place near Worcester, called Augustine's Oak. There he 
proposed to the said Bishops that they should ratify a 
Catholic peace — a cant phrase of Home, implying sub- 
mission to Augustine's religion and authority. After 
a lengthened disputation they refused their compliance, 
and rejected his entreaties, his exhortations, and his 
threats. A second conference was held soon after at 
the same place, at which there were present seven 
British Bishops, with many most learned doctors^ par* 
ticularly from their most noble monastery^ called in the 
English tongue Barcomabury^ over which Dinoth then 
presided as Abbot, At this meeting Augustine, bafiSed 
and disconcerted in his selfish project by the spirit of 
the old native prelates, (who charging him with pride, 
contradicted all he said), grew more moderate in his 
demands, which he reduced to the three following : — 

'* Though you," said he, " do many things that are 
contrary to our customs^ yet, if you will obey me in 
these three particulars, viz., the time of observing 
Easter ; in the manner of baptizing children according 
to the custom of the Holy Roman Apostolic Church ; 
and in preaching jointly with us the word of God to 
the English Nation, all other things that you do we 
will strive to tolerate^ however contrary they be to our 
customs.'' 

If this proposition by Austin, "be \io\. ^ i\iX^ ^to^^- 
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rion that there was at that time an Episcopal 
British Church, not merely in ezistencei bnt eflSKtrrBy 
and possessed of great yitalitj — ^it will be difficult to 
adduce satisfactory evidence of any fiact. 

To that proposition the British Bishops answered : 
'' We will do none of these things, neither wiR we k»$ 
ycu for our Archbishop,'^ To whom Angostiney the 
man of God, replied in a menacing tone, " I^ then, yoa 
will not accept of peace with brethren, yon shall hate 
war with yonr enemies ; and if yon will not preach the 
way of life to the Anglo-Saxons, you shall waBsr the 
vengeance of death at their hands.** 

That threat was soon after fiilfilled by the cold* 
blooded slaughter of 1,200 unarmed monks and ec- 
clesiastics of the monastery of Bangor, by command 
of Ethelfrid, King of Northumbria, whilst they were 
engaged in their solemn devotions, and praying for the 
success of their country's arms against the invasion of 
that Anglo-Saxon chief. 

We learn from Bede^ himself an Anglo-Saxon, one of 
the Bomish party, and strongly prejudiced in favoor of 
that party, *' the result of the ancient Apostolical 
Church of England's indignant and ^nn, but dear^ 
bought resistance to the Church of Bome*s first aggres- 
sion ; the assertion of her ancient freedom and inde- 
pendence costing her, it appears, the life-blood at one 
time of 1,200 of her most pious sons and eeclesiastics." 

He writes : *' For afterwards the king of the 



37 



English (Anglo-Saxons), Ethelfrid, having raised a 
mighty anny, made a great slaughter of that perfidious 
nation at Caerleon. The king being informed of the 
occasion of those priests coming to pray for their 
people, said, * If they thus cry to their God against us, 
then in truth, though they do not bear arms, yet they 
fight against us because they oppose us by their 
prayers ;' he therefore commanded them to be attacked 
first, and then destroyed the rest of their impious army, 
ihofogh not without considerable loss of his own forces. 
Thus was fulfilled the prediction of the holy Bishop 
Augustine — that these perfidious men might leel the 
vengeance of temporal death also, for having despised 
the offer of eternal salvation.*' 

It has been said, Augustine died before this event 
occurred ; but the act was truly in the spirit of that 
Church of which he had been the agent ; and it was 
perpetrated by men over whom, if the report that he 
christianized the heathen be true, he must have exer- 
cised authority, among whom he must have spread his 
opinions, and in whom he must have stirred up the 
spirit of persecution against the original Christian 
Church in this realm. 

. Thus 1,200 pious sons &ad ecclesiastics of the pure 
and primitive Christian Church of England perished. 

It may at first sight appear unaccountable that the 
Bishops, Abbots, and Doctors of the Church of our 
forefathers should have evinced swc\\ «^ «^\x\\.^«sAx<i.- 
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jected proposals apparently so reasonable as ihtm 
which Augustine hiui placed before them; bnt a litib 
refloctiou will suffice to convince the thonghtfbl thit 
while all that was reasonable was on the part of the 
British ecclesiastics, all that was unreasonable, nnfisd- 
ing, and unrighteous, was on the side of the foreign 
intruders and usurpers. 

First, the uniting of the British Church in the pro- 
posed ** Catholic petice '* (so called) involved their suh- 
jection to Augustine and to the Pope ; the union was to 
be at the expense of their " having him for their ArA- 
bishop " to the unjust exclusion of their time-hononred 
Primate ; the terms of the compact being, ^' if you wSl 
on BY MB in these three particulars, we will tolk- 

RATK," &c. 

Secondly. It involved their assent to the establish- 
ment of intruders in the rights and privileges of others 
over sees an<l churches, the rightful owners of which 
had been violently dispossessed and driven out. 

Thirdly. The assumptions of Augustine were di- 
rectly contrary to the canons of the Catholic Church, 
which forbid any foreign interference with, and jurisdic- 
tion over other national churches. ( Vide Council of Nice.) 

Fourthly. It was contrary to common justice, piety, 
and pity, to admit him to be their Primate, to the 
degradation of their own venerated and venerable 
Archbishop, and that at the bidding of a haughty and 
aggressive Italian Bishop. 
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They would not snbmife their necks to the Roman 
yoke'; not that they had any disinclination to preach 
the Word of Life to those very heathens who had 
80 wronged and oppressed them. The proposition 
was but a cloak — a hypocritical disguise assumed 
by the Romish faction to cover their selfish ends and 
objects. 

To that proposition, the following is the noble reply 
of Dinoth, who, as we have seen from Bede, presided 
at the time over the great college of Bangor, and was 
one of the principal spokesmen on the British side (an 
answer which Bede did not think it expedient to re- 
cord}. It shows how meekly Dinpth and those for 
whom he spake threw back that foul insinuation, and 
how ready they were to help all men by word and deed 
to be true Christians. 

" Know assuredly," said the venerable abbot, " and 
have no doubt upon the matter, that we all and each 
one of us are obedient and subject to the Church of 
Gtod, and to the Pope of Rome, and to every godly 
Christian, to love every one in his degree in perfect 
charity, and to help every one, by word and deed, to 
be the children of God. And other obedience than 
this I know not to be due to him whom you call Pope, 
and Father of Fathers, or to be claimed or demanded ; 
and this obedience we are ready to give to him, and to 
every Christian, continually. Besides, we are under 
the government of the Bishop of Coerleon upora T3ik *, 
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who, under God, is to oversee ns, to cause ns to keep 
the way spiritual/* 

In reference to another question, '* What he should 
do with the Heathen Temples ? " Gregory, writing to 
Augustine, says, *' Let not the temples of the idols be 
destroyed, only let the idols be removed; let h<Aj 
water be sprinkled in the said temples ; let altars be 
built, and relics be placed upon them. Thus let the 
temples be turned to the service of the True Gkxl ; that 
the people seeing their own temples still remaining, 
may put away error from their hearts, and knowing 
and adoring the True GKxi, may resort with more fami- 
liarity to their places of accustomed worship; and 
whereas they are wont to sacrifice numerous oxen to 
their demons, let some Samt^s day he mbstiiuted for the 
IdoVs day. Thus, for instance, on the day of the de- 
dication of the Church (that is, the Wake-day as it is 
now called), or on the Holiday of the Holy Martyr 
whose relics are deposited there, let them make booths 
around the temple churches ; slay animals not to the 
devil, but for their own eating; and celebrating the holy 
day with reli^ous feasting, let them give glory to God 
for their fulness ; that by thus indulging them with 
outward bodily joys, they may the more easily be 
brought to assent to those which are internal ; for un- 
doubtedly it is an impossible thing to expel all error 
from the mind at once. — Given at Rome, &c." 

It would hence appear that in the sixth century as 
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in the nineteenth Borne had her Demi-gods-— the saints 
and relics of that Chnrch are bat the heroes and demons 
of the heathen School nnder new names. Our Saviour 
said, '* Come unto me all je that labour, and are heavy 
laden," but the Church of Borne says, do no such 
thing. In the pride and spirit of Sacerdotalism, she 
assumes to be wiser than Wisdom herself: — and points 
out a new path : do not presume to go direct to your 
Saviour, do not venture to present your' petition to Him 
yourself, but seek some good friend to intercede for 
you — what shall we say of such teaching? Is it 
humility ? It is certainly not obedience : — ^But it may 
be that mock humility which is too frequently paraded, 
under the presumption and pride of the Pharisee. 

Is it surprising, if, pursuing such a course, the Papal 
emissaries made a more rapid progress in seducing the 
Saxon idolaters, than did those faithful witnesses of the 
word, who did not venture to dally with truth, even to 
gain the simulated concurrence of the heathen ? Is it 
surprising, if the attractions paraded by the Papal 
agents, the pomps and vanities in which the corrupt 
church of Home, even at that time abounded, and 
which that Church knows so well how to handle when 
her object is to delude others, were mpre palatable to- 
more likely to captivate the unlettered heathen, than 
the pure teaching, the simple but truthful doctrine of 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ ? or that even many of the 
members of our pure Christian Church b^ewxi^ ^Ti\».\!i^^^ 
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in the snare, and were sednced from the true ptih? 
History from that period to the present day affindi 
nnintemipted eridence of the power of Satanic artilM 
over the carnal propensities of our fallen nature— efM 
among men who appear to have been instructed in triM 
religion. Records of the present day show that, in thii 
enlightened age the sophister and the caeuist do not 
plead to empty benches, when they argne againH the 
Truth, Men who cannot be entirely seduced into error, 
are thus so enervated as to be disabled from procIaimiDg 
and defending their real sentiments. To follow fashion 
in trifling folly, in error, and even in vice, is \m 
difficult than to stand out from the throng and incur 
the sarcastic, the Sardonic remarks of those who wonh^ 
the goddess of the day. 

It may be asked, in what school did Pope Gregory 
and his emissary, Augustine, study theology ? Certainly 
they did not acquire wisdom from the writings of their 
adopted apostle, St. Peter ; nor yet from those of the 
Apostle to the Grentiles, St. Paul. But there was, and 
still is, a school to which the Church of Borne has 
fondly, foolishly, ever clung. The erring course of that 
Church affords strong evidence that a crafty policy, not 
a yearning after the truth, has been the guiding principle 
of her rulers and disciples — the indulgence in relics and 
in saints — the offering incense to the manes of the 
departed as pleasing oblations to the True God, have 
indeed led that Church into a gulf of error and false 
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religion fearful to contemplate. Pnisning snch a course, 
the Ghorcli of Rome is so sunk in error and idolatry, as 
flcarcely to retain in purity a single precept of the Gospel 
<rf Jesus Christ. Her temples are defiled with images 
and relics; her services are corrupted with delusive 
ceremonials ; her faith is divided between the Creator 
and the created creature ; her very prayers and praises 
are o&red through the mediation of remnants of 
mortality. 

That the early Christian Church in Ireland symbolised 
in the tnithfulness, purity, and simplicity of the English 
Church is evident. The following statement is con- 
clusive. Bede gives the following statement. In the 
seventh century, *' Laurence (the successor to Austin) 
with Millitus and Justus, servants of the servants of 
Clod, to our lords the most dear brethren, the bishops 
and abbots of Scotland (t.e. Ireland) greeting. When 
we became acquainted with the errors of the Britons, 
we supposed we should find the Irish to be better than 
tiie Britons ; but we have since learned from Bishop 
Dagan coming into this island, and from the Abbot 
Gohimbanus, who is settled in France, that the Irish 
differ tn nothing from the Britons in their manner of 
Umng : for Bishop Dagan when he came here refused 
not only to eat vnth us, but even to take his repast under 
die same rorf where we were entertamed:" ( Vide Bede 
iL c. 4). 

To eat with us — Those words aie uii4ei%\.ocAXo^«^^ 
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reference to the holy Sacrament — ^in which Benae tky 
were often nsed. 

Bede farther asserts that it was not so mndh die 
Roman missionaries who principally led to the ocmyenka 
of the Saxons, bat the Irish and the native cleigj, wbf» 
converted nearly the whole of the Heptarchy ; that lift 
Canterbary party were nearly confined to Kent, havinc; 
been expelled from London and York, both of whatk 
places had lapsed again into idolatry; that aereiitf 
years after Anstin's arrival there remained in all Britain 
bat one Bishop of that party (or canomeaSy ordained, 
as they termed it for their factions parposes) ; this 
fVini, Bishop of Winchester ; and even Wini, it 
had deserted their party, and joined the commanioii of 
oar old national Ghnrch, and was therefore ftdgmatbed l 
as a schismatic by the Romanisers. Daring all this 
time there were throaghoat the island nnmeroaa ^shops 
of British and Scottish ordination. 

Bede (B. iii. c. 28) says: '' Non enim erat tone nlliB, 
excepto illo Wini, in tota Britannia canoniee ordinatos 
Episcopos." And in his speech to King Alfred, Wioi 
said : '' Sant enim hie in Britannia mnlti EpiscopL 
Britones et Scotti ordinati :" (Edins' Life of Wini). 

If that statement be correct, what becomes of the 
fiction that we are indebted to Papal Rome for what is 
called Apostolic descent? For an nnbroken line of 
teachers, an nninterrapted saccession of ordained 
ministers, from the Apostolic times, throagh the channel 
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of the monk Augustine ? Yet we may rejoice in an nn- 
interrnpted snccession of such ministers, even from the 
Apostolic times, deriving it from and through the 
primitive Apostolic Christian Church of our own land. 

Augustine, however, did introduce into the primitive 
Ghnrch of this country the poisoned cup of Romish 
superstition and idolatry; and at that time, as at 
subsequent periods, and, even in the present day, 
teachers and people have been seduced to partake of 
that luscious but truth-obscuring draught. 

Speaking of the Saxon invasion, Leland (Ant. Brit. 
p. 9) saith : '' Hereby appeared that the Churches in 
Britain to this time never acknowledged any subjection 
either to the see of Rome or other foreign prelate, or 
held any communion with the Church of Rome ; and it 
is no marvel that now they denied this subjection, con- 
sidering that the Bishops of Caer-leon (Mevenensis), 
who for 400 years, from the time of King Lucius to the 
time of Austin's coming, had flourished with enjoyment 
of metropolitan privileges and archiepiscopal denomina- 
tions, should now, without any synod authorising, or 
crime committed, be wholly despoiled both of their 
ancient province and authority. The answer of Dinoth, 
the Abbot of Bangor, to Austin, when he required their 
subjection to the Church of Rome, was, ' Be it known to 
you that we are all obedient subjects to the Church of 
Qodj and to the Bishop of Rome, and to every godly 
Christian, to love every one in tVievc ^<&^^^ m ^^«^«ifc\. 
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charitjy and to help every one of 'them hy word and 
deed to be the children of God. And other obtdknu 
than this we do not hnow due to Jum whom pou name i9 
he Pope J nor to the Father of Father $. And thw obedknee 
we are ready to give to him and every ChrMan emir 
tinuaUy ; besides this, we are under the government of dk 
Bishop of Caer-Uon'-vpon'Ushy who^ under Ood, u io 
oversee usj and to cause us to keep the way spiritudU " 

It was by Berne's nsaal weapons — ^the dishonest arts 
of secret nndermining, intrigacy court favour, and 
insidious policy, that the Papal emissaries were enabled 
to usurp the labour of others, and ensnare the Church 
of our fJBkthers into communion with the Church of Roma* 

What can be said of the instructions to remove Hhe 
idols of the heathen and to substitute in their stead the 
altar, the images, and the relics of reputed saints ; of 
substituting for the idolatrous sacrifices of the Anglo- 
Saxon, riotous sacrifices and profane indulgences to the 
memory of the saint to whom the church may be 
dedicated ; such sacrifices, such feasting, such riotous in- 
dulgences to be observed on the threshold of the Chureh. 
Yet such were the devices to which Austin resorted to 
tempt men to profess themselves to be members of hia 
Christian community, to be obedient servants of tha 
Pope of Some. The holy water and the incense to be 
used within the church opened wide her portals for the 
admission of the abominations of the Boman school, 
and of the sensuous worship in which the Romanist and 
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the Anglo-Saxon equally indulged. Is it then snrpriaing 
that the innovators were successful when opposed to the 
oppressed, insulted, and trampled upon services, the 
spiritual worship of the only true God; which had 
previously been the source of so much happiness and so 
many blessings to the native inhabitants of this land ? 
The delusive services of the corrupt Church of Eome 
were overspread abroad, and in vain did the faithM 
servants of Christ, under the then existing circum- 
stances, protest and contend against that which was so 
pleasing to the natural and depraved character of fallen 
man. 

The policy of the agent of falsehood and corruption 
Was successful, and the possessor of the Papal see 
trampled upon the liberties and lives of the people of 
this nation, and enriched himself with the hard-earned 
reward of the labours of our people. 

Austin was the first who brought into this country 
the Bomish monkery — the fiction of relics of saints — 
pictures, and the cross, which were carried about and 
placed in the churches for the observance, if not 
adoration, of the people. Rome first inculcated respect 
for reputed miracles, and for the supernatural powers of 
the priesthood, ascribing to those men attributes which 
belong exclusively to the Godhead. 

Bishop Luidhard, the chaplain to Queen Bertha, 
very soon retired from the scene and returned to France. 
Gregory gave no authority to AMgwaNku^ ^^«t "^^ 
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Bishops of I^rance. Was Lnidhard's situation untenable 
under the haughty conduct of Augustine? Did he 
disclaim the supremacy of the Vatican ? Did he refuse 
to bend before Augustine? Did he dissent from the 
doctrine, the discipline, the rites and ceremonies of the 
Eoman Church, which the emissary from that Church 
was labouring to introduce into the Church of this 
realm ? 

The preceding remarks can scarcely fail to conyince 
the most sceptical, that we are not indebted to Papal 
Bome for the introduction of Christianity into this 
kingdom — but, that at the time when Augustine set his 
foot on our shore — a Christian Church — (though 
oppressed by the heathen invader, and harassed by the 
presence of a Bishop of the Church of France under 
the protection of King Ethelbert and his Queen), did 
exist, and was possessed of great vitality — that the 
creed of that Church was more pure, her discipline 
and ceremonial less corrupt, than those of either the 
French or Boman communions: — and that the Prelates 
and members of that Church were too faithful, too 
magnanimous, to sacrifice their independence and truth- 
fulness, by coalescing with, or succumbing to, either the 
Church of France or the Church of Home. 

I have dwelt at greater length upon this subject, be- 
cause it has been the fashion, especially of later years, 
and among divines and dignitaries of the Reformed 
Church of this realm, to uphold Augustine as the 
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Evangeliser and Christianiser of the English nation^ 
liberating them from the thraldom of heathenism and 
idolatry. 

It will be difficult to direct attention to a greater 
fallacy, to a more palpable perversion of the truth. 
Augustine was the able advocate of the corrupt Church 
of Bome, the ready agent of her ambitious projects, 
the fearful persecutor of pure religion, and the propa- 
gator of error in this land ; the impugner of the faith 
which we received from our Apostolic teachers, the 
originator of that ever-increasing confusion which has 
since disturbed our peace, and occasioned the name of 
religion to be the watchword of party, the rallying 
word of the disturber, the cause of division and strife 
in this realm. 

Such conduct on the part of members of our com- 
munion is not merely disgraceful, it is tinctured with 
infidelity to the Church of which they are ostensibly 
and professedly members; it opens the door to every 
empiric to indulge in similar fallacies. The present 
Pope, Pius IX., in his pontifical letter in the year 
1850, makes use of the following words : " The fruits 
of the pontifical solicitude have been reaped, as by 
other nations, so by the noble kingdom of England, 
whose records bear witness, that the Christain religion 
was carried into Britain even from the very first ages 
of the Church, and that it afterwards flourished there 
very greatlj (and this it is inanu^A.^^^ \)cawv.^ *^^ 
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Pontifical solicitude) ; but that about the middle of the 
fifth century, after the Angles and the Saxons had been 
called into that island, not only the commonwealth but 
religion also fell into the most deplorable conditioii. 
But it is an unquestionable fact, that our most holy 
predecessor, Gregory the Great, immediately sent 
thither the monk Augustine with his companions ; and 
afterwards having promoted him and a great number of 
others to the episcopal dignity, and added unto them a 
great number of priests and monks, brought the Anglo- 
Saxons to embrace the Christian religion, and had the 
merit not only of re-establishing, but amplifying the 
Catholic faith in all parts of Britain, which at that 
time began to be called England also." 

The careful, reflecting reader, will not fail to detect 
the misrepresentations so deliberately and disingenu- 
ously insinuated in the preceding quotation from the 
pontifical letter of the present Pope, Pius IX. ; but the 
less wary, the superficial observer, will be misled, and 
perhaps seduced to form a most incorrect opinion in re- 
ference to the subject under consideration, viz., the in- 
troduction of Christianity into this realm, and the 
foundation and flourishing condition of an Episcopal 
Church and a pure religion before the intrusion of the 
Boman emissary ; and that her subsequent lapsing from 
that state of truthfulness is to be attributed to the cor- 
ruptions which Austin first introduced, and which were 
afterwards increased and nourished from tlie same fatal 
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source, the ever increasiDg degradation of the Church 
of Borne. 

The following notes and observations have reference 
to the state of the Church subsequent to the Papal 
intrusion under Austin, and to the plotting and out- 
rageous conduct of Papal Rome during the reigns of 
Henry VIII., Edward VI, Queen Mary and Queen 
Elizabeth; and to the more covert, though not less 
venomous and mischievous, manoeuvres of that ambitious, 
and ever grasping confederacy, during the succeeding 
reigns of James I., Charles I. and II., and James II. — 
William and Mary, Queen Anne, and Queen Victoria. 

The chief pastors of the British Church having been 
removed by the folfilment of the prophecy, or the 
accomplishment of the denunciation pronounced by 
Austin, — " If then you will not accept of peace with 
brethren, you shall have war with your enemies ; and if 
you will not teach the way of life to the Anglo-Saxons, 
you shall suffer the vengeance of death at their hands" — 
the sheep being without a shepherd, harried by the strange 
dogs of Rome on the one hand, and suffering under the 
arms of infidels on the other, driven from their own 
pastures, and scattered abroad, were necessarily com- 
pelled to seek, perhaps glad to find shelter from per- 
secution, in any fold where it could be obtained : the 
ever open gates of the Papal Church offered an asylum, 
and the provender provided by her accommodating 
pastor, so suitable to the natural tem^T^ssis\i\. ^^l^si^ssa. 
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man, placed before them, presented temptations diffi- 
cult to contend against — so acted upon many memben 
of the British Church, joined her communion ; — and the 
idolatrous Anglo-Saxon, accepted the denominatwn of 
Christians, made profession of a fiaith which tiiej did 
not understand, and conformed themselves to those oere- 
monial observances which Austin enjoined, especially 
as it appears, the Saxons had previously displayed some 
rather strong inclination to become members of the 
Christian Community. The obstacle which had 
impeded their joining the British Church, had by the 
ingenuity of Gregory been removed: he gave them 
idols, and sanctioned sacrifices : it did not much signify 
by what names they were called, or how celebrated so 
their predilections were gratified. — And he who knows 
the wayward heart of man will not be surprised^ if the 
friars, monks, and other emissaries of Austin were soc- 
cessful. The downward course is in general a rapid one. 
The Book of life was shut : the history of reputed 
saints — and the romance of monkish legends supplied 
lessons for the public services of the Church: — the 
errors, and the corruptions of the Romish Church were 
sedulously cultivated ; and the nation soon became as 
a fief of Rome, not merely a follower of her Church in 
devotional observances, and in spiritual obedience, but 
her subject in respect of temporalities ; the rich store- 
house whence Rome hoped and indeed did draw stores 
of wealth. 
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The due observance of perfunctory performances 
—of certain forms — of appointed duties which was 
enjoined, being complied with, the worshipper might 
consider his work done : such were substitutes for spiritual 
devotion, the make-weights against error, sin, and 
folly. Supplementary mediators were appointed, to 
negotiate between the sinner and his Redeemer Jesus 
Christ (the only true and valid Mediator between man 
and his God.) The ancient Faith in a short time became 
so clouded with the idolatrous corruptions of the Church 
of Bome as to be nearly obliterated from the knowledge • 
of the worshipper. Obedience, an absolute blind 
obedience to the dictation of the priest, was the law, 
and conforming himself to such law, the so called 
Christian, considered himself at liberty to enjoy, and 
did indulge with little restraint, with a very modicum 
of temporal reproof the licentious passions of man's 
corrupt nature. As matter of course, the absolution of 
the priest followed the degrading and demoralising 
confession :— the unblushing recapitulation of crime, 
and of the accidents which preceded, accompanied and 
followed the perpetration of the offence — that obtained, 
the misled sinner incontinently, and without remorse, 
returned to his previous erring course. 

Idolatrous observances and even idolatry, the vice so 
congenial to the natural man, spread, nay, were con- 
sidered to be the very essence of religious duties. 
Augustine had opened the door iot Wira: ^^ixs^ivs^^ 
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had encouraged the practice ; aud the natural pmrity 
of man was not slow in following, and increasing the 
many objects of idolatrous observances: by merely 
substituting one idol for another — one name for aoothflr 
— one observance for another, Austin may be ooa- 
sidered the author of idolatry in the Christian Cbmck 
of this realm. 

With such allurements set before him, we may not 
wonder, if the Saxon — ^the idolatrous heathen — becams 
nominally a Christian — ^truly an idolater : — an idolat« 
under the guise of Christianity, a very fjeilsity, and 
if the theretofore Christian indeed became corrupted bj 
the example, precept, and pharisaical bearing of the 
intruder, — pure religion sank under depraved observ- 
ances, and the people, an inevitable consequence, became 
degraded and demoralised. — The Church, that is 
Priestcraft fattened upon the vitals of the nation — 
whilst the people languishing under the oppressioD 
and spoliation of the Church were reduced to poverty 
and glad to accept the mess of pottage or crust of bread 
from the menial at the gate of the monastery or oon- 
rent. Even the more wealthy Baron was often strip- 
ped, and his offspring made beggars. 

Pride, wealth, and the indulgence of vicious pro- 
pensities were the characteristics by which the proud 
Churchman was distinguished. 

Such was the state of our Church from the sixth to 
the fifteenth century — that is from the intrusion of 



55 



Austin tiiitil Henry the Eighth shook off the igDomin- 
ions yoke, and freed the nation from bondage to the 
Papal See. 

For nine hundred years our churoh and country 
groaned under the oppression of the Papal See— and 
grovelled in the spiritual darkness in which the Koman 
Church has involved herself. 

The controversy between churchism and the secular 
authority, however, soon commenced. It was not a 
controversy between religion and anarchy, but between 
priestcraft and the supremacy of the Sovereign. It 
took its rise in the time of Austin, and continued to 
increase ; the independent spirit and the arrogance of 
the Clergy were displayed and exercised in and through 
the Church synods, in which the decrees emanating 
from Bome were promulgated; and their observance 
enjoinedi in respect of things temporal, as well as of 
things spiritual, to the ignoring, in some cases to the 
superseding, and even contravening the authority of 
the Sovereign. 

Not that the Sovereigns of this Bealm were content, 
history records several instances of their efforts to free 
themselves from the oppression of the church. 

William the First (the Conqueror), appears to 
have been the first who resolutely opposed the assumed 
olaims of the Church ; he declared them to be incom- 
patible with the law of the land ; irreconcilable with the 
oommon law of England, and with the oa&\Avsi^3:^ ^"^ 
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of Normandy. It is said that, at the first etynod, A. d. 
1068, he himself, and his nobility and other great men, 
were present, and claimed to sign, and did sign, what 
was agreed upon ; so giving his and their sanction to 
the proceedings of the synod. And that at the synod 
which assembled at Winchester, a. d. 1070, he procur- 
ed the deposition of Stigardj Archbishop of Canter- 
bury, for many great frauds laid to his charge. Sev- 
eral other Bishops were also deprived. 

Under William the Second the contention in refer- 
ence to the supremacy of the Crown was the occasion 
of so much animosity and irritation, that it appears 
Sovereigns would not' permit synods to be assembled. 
In his letter to the Pope, Archbishop Anselm complain- 
ed that William the Second would not allow a synod 
to be assembled for thirteen years. This dispute ran 
so high, that at a Council, or Parliament, held at Roch- 
ingham, in the county of Rutland, the Bishops and 
bigoted Clergy showed such aversion to their King, 
and such favour towards Anselm^ that the King (Wil- 
liam the Second) said, " I will suffer none to be my 
peer within this realm,'' and, when the Clergy said 
'' they had no power to condemn him, though his cause 
were never so evil ;" the King told them, " if they 
could not do so, yet they might renounce obedience to 
him, and forsake his company." They agreed they 
might do that, " then do it with speed (said the King) 
that he may, when he sees himself abandoned, and dis- 
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pised of all men, repent that he has followed Pope 
Urban, and neglected me his sovereign lord and mas- 
ter ; and that you may do it with the more safety, I 
deprive him of my protection, and will not own him 
for an archbishop." The King then required the peers 
to renounce all faith and fiiendship which they bore to 
the Archbishop, '' that he might see what he had gained 
by that allegiance, which to the ofiFence of his person, 
he observed to the See of Eome." The Lords an- 
swered, " that they were never the Archbishop's men, 
and therefore could not abjure a fealty they had never 
sworn to him." The Archbishop attempted to escape 
privately to Eome, but was seized at Dover, and a 
passport was then given to him. 

This was an early instance of lay-deprivation. It 
was a maintaining the Eoyal supremacy and authority 
against the See of Rome and their own ambitious 
clergy. 

Dr. Wake says Anselm referred his cause to the 
judgment of the Parliament, which is a proof he did 
not think it inconsistent with the liberties of the 
Ohurch to have ecclesiastical matters determined in 
Parliament. 

William the Second was slain with an arrow in the 
New Forest on the 2nd of August, 1100. 

Henry the First, was more condescending. Anselm 
was permitted to call a council of Churchmen and laity 
at which the King and his noblea ^wet^ Y^^"«k^\»\ 
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matters were determined by a majority of votes ; the 
question of investiture was agitated ; aad Anaelm was 
once more forced to quit the kingdom. 

Stephen, having availed himself of the power of the 
clergy to aid his usurpation of the throne, in requital 
subjected the rights of the crown to the See of Bome^ 
Hollinshed says the clergy chose Stephen because 
they knew he would follow their counsels ; and they 
thought they should do God good service iu advancing 
the Church, by breaking their oaths to the Empreee 
Maud, to whose succession all of them were sworn in 
the reign of her father Henry the First. 

The clergy of that day appear to have pretended to 
possess the sole authority of making and unmaking 
kings, and to dispose of the people's allegiance when- 
ever they judged it necessary, or thought they might 
do it with safety. It is the authority claimed by the 
Papacy, and why should not subordinates pretend to 
the same? 

Henry the Second ascended the throne a.d. 1154. 
In 1164, the dispute with Archbishop Becket, about 
the liberties of the Church, ran very high. Hollinshed 
says, '' The clergy, by their pretended exemption from 
the civil power, grew to such a height of insolence and 
wickedness in rapine, murder and manslaughter, that 
in ten years they had killed above 100 men ; which he 
ascribes to tlie Bishops, who, contrary to the Canons, 
l)ermitted priests to live licentiously ; and studied only 
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to maintam what they called ike liberHes and immunities 
qfthe Church, The King was highly incensed at their 
pretences, and resolved to cure them, but was opposed 
by Becket and the rest of the Bishops, who said it was 
against the Ecclesiastical liberties. The King, highly 
incensed, asked whether they would observe his laws 
or DOt, they answered they would, Scdvo ordine suo^ i.e. 
with a Salvo to their own order. The King demanded 
they should swear to observe the laws without it, which 
they refused to do, when he deprived the Archbishop. 

» 

It seems the Pope interfered, and the Archbishop was 
prevailed upon to swear to observe the King's laws 
without collusion or deceit.'* 

At the council of Clarendon, the oath was again 
taken, but the Archbishop refused to sign the articles 
contained in the oath ; he subsequently pretended to 
repent having taken the oath — ^for which he underwent 
a voluntary peAance, and obtained the Pope's absolution. 
He then returned to England, and without respect to 
the King's supremacy, resumed his position in the See 
of Canterbury. 

The subsequent fate of Becket, and the submission 
which Henry afterwards made to the Pope, elevated 
the authority and power of the clergy: and Pope 
Alexander, availing himself of the opportunity, obliged 
the English Bishops by oath, to subject both themselves 
and their country to the slavery of Bome. 

John ascended the throne a.d. 11^^. 1^^ q'^y^^^.^^ 
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Archbishop Stephen Langton, and was excommnnicated 
by the Pope, The whole nation was put under an 
interdict ; and the King snbseqnentlj forced to admit 
that he held the crown of the Pope. The nation was 
brought into perfect confdsion and slavery. 

Bacon observes, that the clergy had been endea;voiir- 
ing ever since the Conquest to exclude the laity £rom 
their synods, thcU they accomplished during the rdgn 
of King John. 

Under Henry III., the clergy took advantage <rf 
the exclusion of the laity from their synods ; and nnder 
Archbishop Boniface made constitutions opposed to the 
laws of the kingdom. 

Under Edward the First, Archbishop Peckham, 
without consulting Parliament, enjoined the con- 
stitution made at the council at Lyons to be observed 
in England, on pain of excommunication. Thus the 
ecclesiastical and temporal jurisdictions were at issue : 
and the Church-party were only held in check by the 
fear, that the Bishops would be deprived of their 
Baronies ; which was threatened, if they troubled them- 
selves about the Royal persons, crown and state. 
Edward further curbed their insolence by the statute of 
drcumspecte agatis, 31st of his reign, containing the 
premunierUes enactments. 

Dr. Kennett says, Edward the First obliged Arch- 
bishop Peckham solemnly to renounce in Parliament 
the constitution which he had made ; aiid to promise 
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that the synod should not presume to do anything 
againat' his crown and dignity. Great contention en- 
sued. The Pope was appealed to, on the one hand, 
— the King, on the other, was very decided. 

Edward the Second was a weak prince : he recalled 
the Archbishop from banishpaent ; and being in want 
of money flattered the clergy, repealed the statute of 
circumspeete agatis^ and enacted the articuU clerL 

Edwabd the Third. — In his time, the Archbishop 
complained in Parliament, that the privileges of the 
Church were violated by the clergy being forced to 
appear before the King's judges : he was answered, *' It 
was absolutely necessary for the peace of the realm/' 

The statutes 25, Edward iiL c. 22 — 27. Edward iii. 
c. 31, impose penalties upon those, who should infringe 
upon the common law of the realm. 

HiCRARD THE Segond. — In his time it was made a 
prosmunire to procure any Bull, or other instrument 
from Bome which touched the King, or was against 
him, his crown or realm, v. : statutes, 13, Bichard ii. c. 
2 — 16, Bichard ii. c. 6. 

Henry IV. passed a similar statute, ann : ix. c. 8. 

But their efforts were not productive of any lasting 
beneflts. 

The influence which the priesthood exercised over 
the people in the confessional — by the assumed power 
of granting absolution — by the threat of eternal pun- 
ishment declared to he the doom oi a\\ "ttVio ^csv^^ 
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(lie without absolution, and tho benedictioii of tbe 
prioKt, — counteracted tlie attempts of those who would 
have liberated theui from their oppressors. 

From that time until the reign of Henry the Eighth, 
\vt) may reasonably conclude the arrogance of the clergy 
did not diminish ; but that they availed themselves of 
cvt^ry opportunity to enlarge the authority of the Ghnrch, 
and to rivet the fetters of subjection upon the pec^le. 
AH their antecedents fully authorise such a conclusioD. 

J^ut Wickliffe^ Luther^ and their followers, were at 
work, preparing a way, of which the papists conld not 
l>e ignorant, which they did not like, which they 
could not stop, but which they did not fail by every 
moHns within their reach, and the Papal see is not 
deficient in expedients, to impede and thwart. 

Thus in 1408, Archbishop Arundel issued constitu- 
tions against the Lollards, in which he is bitter and severe 
against all who dispute the authority of Mother Church. 

In 1415, Archbishop Arundel appointed a festival to 
the honour and in memory of St. George. 

In 1416, Archbishop Chickley appointed prayers and 
thanksgivings for the victory of Agincourt. 

In 1434, Archbishop Chickley directed the sentences 
of excommunication against those, who by their conduct 
became ipso facto subject to them, to be translated into 
the English language, and made public. 

In 1446, Pope Eugene sent Henry VI. the Gblden 
Rose. 
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In 1454, Archbishop Bouohier, issued letters for 
processions. 

In 1463, Archbishop Bouchier issued constitutions 
against such of the laity as disturb the services of the 
Church, and offend those who frequent them. 

In 1466, Archbishop Nevil issued constitutions 
against those who disturb the orthodox faith. 

In the fifteenth century a glimmering of true wisdom 
was however perceptible. By the art of printing, then 
recently invented, copies of the Bible were multiplied, 
the book was read by the thoughtful — it was examined 
by the enquiring mind. The effect was astonishing; 
it acted like magic upon the previously deluded mul- 
titudes, not only in this country, but over a largo part 
of the European continent. The movement becamo 
almost general — the people arose as from a deep sloop. 
As a giant refreshed they aroused themselves, und en- 
deavoured to shako off the incubus which had so long 
oppressed them. The movement was not unobserved 
by the Papal authorities at Rome and her emissaries 
abroad — the upheaving of the nations alarmed the 
conclave at the Vatican — it became painful and dis- 
tressing to the powers of darkness and of error. 

In the sixteenth century the movement became in 
this country even more decided, and under Henry the 
Eighth this nation shook off the yoke of Papal darkness 
and Papal tyranny, and the people were again able to 
worship God in Spirit and in truth. 
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From that time Rome has never ceased to harass 
the nation, and to labour by every means in her power 
to undermine our Church, to bring it into union with 
her communion, and to subject the nation to the super- 
intendence and government of the Vatican. 

We have escaped vassalage, but not the many suf- 
ferings which such conduct on the part of a powerful 
adversary could scarcely fail to bring upon ^us. 

When Hbnry tub Eighth ascended the throne, he 
found the mind of the people disturbed between the 
old religion, and the light which was breaking in 
upon them from the perusal of the Gospel. Not badly 
educated in the reading of the times, Henry, a little 
vain of his acquirements, wrote a book in defence of 
the doctrine of the seven sacraments, as held by the 
Church of Eome, and sent a copy of his work to the 
Pope. The Bishop of Rome was so delighted to find, 
as he hoped, a new champion in the person of Henry, 
that he poured his benedictions upon him, sent him the 
Golden Rose, the highest compliment he could pay to 
a layman, and gave him the title of ** Defender of the 
Faith." He even relaxed the laws of the Church, 
and gave Henry permission to marry the widow of his 
deceased brother. The doing so was contrary to. the 
laws of the Roman Church. But Popes enjoy, with 
the claims to infallibility, and immutability the pri- 
vilege of dispensing with the laws of the Church, when 
it may seem good to them to do so. This trifling with 
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the laws of the Charch was subsequently the occasion 
of great trouble and annoyance. The title of De- 
fender of the Faith, which the Pope so courteously 
vouchsafed to Henry, was subsequently attached by 
Act of Parliament to the other titles belonging to the 
Sovereign of this realm, when, in truth, he had become 
the defender of that Faith which is derived from the 
knowledge of Holy Writ, but which is very difiFerent 
from the dogmatic teaching of the Roman school. 

Henry soon discovered that the people were dissatis- 
fied, suffering under the persecuting spirit of Church- 
ism, and impoverished by the rapacious conduct of 
priests, monks, friars, and nuns. Yet that the power of 
the Church was so great that they were unable to redress 
the grievances, and almost feared to complain of them. 

Henry was not insensible to the light which was 
diffusing itself over the land, nor yet to the effect it 
would have upon the nation ,* but he was soou aware 
that so long as the power of the Vatican had influence 
in this Realm, so long it would be impossible to 
elevate the people, and improve the interests and wel- 
fare of the country — to restrain or to regulate that 
alien influence was impossible so long as the authority 
of the Bishop of Rome was recognised. He there- 
fore determined to cure the evil, he prohibited the 
exercise of the Papal authority ; and made it penal for 
any in these realms to defer to, or act under any direc- 
tions or authority emanating from IYiq 'P%:^^^'j. 
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His next step was to snppress the Monastic and 
Conventional Institutions — the abodes of indolence and 
licentiousness — the fearful sources of depravity and 
poverty as affecting the people. 

So proceeding, he could not fail to bring npon him 
the enmity of the Vatican, the denunciations of the 
Pope, and the threats and vengeance of all who were 
under the influence of Papal despotism. But Henry 
was firm : he was not a man to shrink under the bnl* 
lying threats of an imperious adversary, nor yet to be 
circumvented by the artful devices of the Jesuit : be 
had the support of the people, and he felt eqnal to 
the work of counteracting the sinister designs, and of 
resisting morally and physically the denunciations, and 
more active measures which were launched against 
himself, and against the nation. 

Other reasons have been assigned for Henry's con- 
duct — and it is not improbable other causes may have 
had their weight. Yet when Henry became aware of 
the oppressed state of the people, and found his own 
hands tied, and his intentions thwarted by the inter- 
meddling of the Pope, he became sensitively alive to 
the value of freedom and to the duties which devolve 
upon an independent sovereign. 

How often do we find actions in themselves ques- 
tionable, made subservient to the working of the will 
of 6od. That Henry was an agent so employed may 
not be questioned. 
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Under Edward the Sixth the scorching fire of priest- 
craft and Churchism paled before the light of the Gos- 
pel ; the services of the Church were purified of idola- 
try and fanaticism, and the worship of Almighty God 
was conducted with propriety — with true devotion and 
in accordance with Apostolic preciept. The people 
were instructed in that religion which the Gospel 
teaches, and soon became sensible of the blessings they 
were enjoying under the change which had taken 
place. 

The Pope became anxious. The Council of Trent 
was assembled. The Creed of the Church of Rome 
was enlarged. The supremacy of the Pope over all 
Christian Churches was made an article of faith. De- 
nunciations and anathemas were issued agaimst any 
and all who should dispute those claims, or were not 
members of the Roman Communion. 

Queen Mary was a Papist, and upon her accession 
to the throne she issued a Proclamation declaring she 
could no longer hide that religion which she had ever 
held : she forthwith proceeded to re-establish that form 
of worship, and that creed which the Church of Rome 
held. 8he at the same time intimated her intention 
not to compel any of her loving subjects, how much so- 
ever she might desire it, thereunto : — yet she added a 
prohibition, under fearful responsibilities, against any 
venturing to preach and interpret the Word of God 
according to their own brains. 
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Upon the accession of Mary, Cardinal Pole, wlio 
at the time residing near the Lago di Onaida, leoeived 
orders from the Pope to proceed to England. InTested 
with the title of Legate a Latere^ and, with full powcn^ 
the Cardinal forthwith proceeded thiongh France and 
the Low CouDtries, at that time nnder the Spaniik 
Bole. His powers authorized him to act in respect of 
England, even before he set £Dot on onr soil, and ws 
may be sure he ^as not idle; he was probably ooo- 
certing and arranging with the French and Spanish 
authorities, the modus operandi. The Cardinal soon 
made his appearance in England, and forthwith pro- 
ceeded to business. 

Upon the arrival of Cardinal Pole the Parliament 
was assembled and was induced humbly to expren 
their regret for past disobedience — and their opinim 
that the laws which had been made contrary to the 
rights and privileges of the Papal See, should be re- 
pealed: when, having humbly solicited to be restored 
to communion with the Roman Church they knelt 
down and the Cardinal read the following absolu- 
tion: — 

^' Onr Lord Jesus Christ, who with His most precious 
blood hath redeemed and washed us from all our sins 
and iniquities, that He might purchase to himself a 
glorious spouse, without spot or wrinkle; and whom 
the Father hath appointed head over all His Church, 
He by His mercy absolve you : and we by apostolical 
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authority given unto us by His Holiness Pope Julius 
the Third, His Vicegerent here on earth, do absolve 
and free you, and every one of you, with the whole 
realm and dominions thereof, from all heresy and schism, 
and from all and every judgment, censures, and pains 
for all that cause incurred : and also we do restore you 
again to the unity of our Mother the Holy Church, as 
in our letters more plainly it shall appear. In the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost." 
This was responded to by a solemn Amen ; and the 
event celebrated with solemn services and rejoicings. 

It was thought fit that the actions of that day should 
be communicated on the Sunday following at St. PauFs 
Cross, in the hearing of the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, 
and the rest of the city : according to which appoint- 
ment the Cardinal went from Lambeth by water, and 
landing at St. Paul's Wharf, from thence proceeding to 
the Church with a cross, two pillars, and two pole-axes 
of silver borne before him, was received by the Lord 
Chancellor with a solemn procession. They tarried till 
the Sovereign came from Westminster. The Lord Chan- 
cellor then ascended the pulpit, and preached from St. 
Paul's words (Romans xiii.), "Brethren, ye are to 
know, that it is now time to rise from sleep ; " after 
which the company was dismissed. On the Thursday 
following the Convocation was assembled, and the farce 
of the preceding Friday repeated. 

The joy in Rome was extreme. TYxft ^^or^ at\^^^^ 
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solemn processions to be made throughout Italy, and 
proclaimed a Jubilee. Well he might He had again 
possessed himself of a garden of sweet herbs. 

As respected the restoration of the church lands, the 
Convocation met and drew up a petition praying their 
Majesties to intercede with the Cardinal not to insist 
upon their being restored. The petition was to the 
following tenor : " We the Bishops and Clergy of the 
Province of Canterbury, assembled in Convocation, 
during the sitting of this Parliament according to the 
ancient custom, with all due reverence and humility do 
make known to your Majesties, that though we are 
appointed to take upon us the care and charge of all 
those Churches in which we are placed as Bishops, 
Deans, Arch-deacons, Priests, or Vicars ; as also of the 
souls therein committed to us, together with all goods, 
rights, and privileges thereunto belonging, according to 
the true intent and meaning of the Canons made in that 
behalf; and that in this respect we are bound to use all 
lawful means for the recovery of those goods, rights, 
privileges, and jurisdictions, which have been lost in 
the late desperate and pernicious schism, and to regain 
the same unto the Church, as in her first and right 
estate : yet notwithstanding, having took mature de- 
liberation of the whole matter amongst ourselves, we 
cannot but ingenuously confess, that we know well, 
how difficult a thing (if not impossible) it is to recover 
tho said goods unto their Churches in regard of the 
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manifold unavoidable contracts, sales, and alienations 
which have been made about the same : and that if any 
such thing should be attempted, it would not only 
redound to the disturbance of the public peace, but be 
a means that the unity in the Catholic Church, which 
by the goodness of your Majesties hath been so happily 
begun, could not obtain its desired effect, without very 
great difficulty : wherefore preferring the public good 
and quiet of the kingdom, before our own private 
interest ; and the salvation of so many souls, redeemed 
with the precious blood of Christ, before any earthly 
thing whatsoever ; and not seeking our own but the 
things of Jesus Christ, we do most earnestly and most 
humbly beseech your Majesties that you will graciously 
vouchsafe to intercede in our behalf with the most 
reverend father in God, the Lord Cardinal Pole, legate 
a latere from his Holiness, that he would please to settle 
and confirm the said goods of the Church, either in 
whole or in part (as he thinks most fit) on the present 
occupants thereof, according to the powers and faculties 
committed to him : thereby preferring the public good 
before the private, the peace and the tranquillity of the 
realm before suits and troubles, and the salvation of 
souls before earthly treasure. And for our parts we do 
both now, and for all times coming, consent to all and 
every thing which by the said Lord Legate shall, in 
this case, be finally ordained and concluded on : 
humbly beseeching your Majesties to \)erauajda \J^^ 
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Lord Cardinal not to be too strict and difficult in 
this business. 

" And we do fiirther humbly beseech yonr Majestaes 
to take such course, that our ecclesiastical rights, liber- 
ties, and jurisdictions, which have been taken from ns 
by the iniquity of the former times, and without whidi 
we are not able to discharge our common duties, eitiier 
in the exercise of the pastoral office, or the cure of souls 
committed to our trust and care, may be again restored 
unto us, and be perpetually preserved inviolably both 
to us and our Churches : and that all laws which have 
been made to the prejudice of this our jurisdiction, and 
other ecclesiastical liberties, or otherwise have proved 
an hindrance to it, may be repealed, to the honor of 
God, and the temporal and spiritual profit, both of your 
Majesties and this realm : giving ourselves assured hope 
that your most excellent Majesties, according to your 
singular piety to Almighty God, for so many and so 
great benefits received from Him, will not be wanting 
to the necessities of the kingdom, and the occasions of 
the Churches having cure of souls ; but that you will 
consider and provide, as need be, for the peace thereof." 

This petition being drawn up, was humbly offered 
to the legate : and being assented unto, there was a 
general and solemn procession throughout London, to 
give thanks for their conversion to the Catholic church. 

In that procession there were ninety crosses, an 
hundred and six priests in copes, eight bishops in ponti- 
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ficalibos, followed by Bonner, Bishop of London, carry- 
ing the blessed Sacrament under a canopy, attended 
by the Lord Mayor, and companies in their several 
liveries, which solemn procession being ended, they all 
returned to the Oburch of St. Paul, where the king and 
cardinal, together with all the rest heard mass, and 
the next day the convocation was dissolved. 

Yes, convocation had done its work. The fetters 
had been rivetted ; and the prisoner had but to submit. 
Mary had promised to respect conscience, to force 
none: yet the fire and faggot soon spoke another 
language — what else could be expected — Rome cannot 
tolerate dissent nor schism. 

Here is an instructive lesson, well deserving the 
consideration of all, in this the nineteenth century. 

Further proceedings upon these subjects, may be 
found in the Journals of Parliament. 

I have called the ceremony in Parliament and the 
procession to St Paul's cross, farces, in truth they were 
public demonstrations of the court and Popish party 
to seduce and overawe the people, who were generally 
opposed to the Papal authority and to the services of 
the Church of Rome. They would not attend the 
sermons preached at St. Paul's cross, and the Lord 
Mayor was ordered ^^to make the ancient companies 
resort to the sermons, lest the preacher should be dis- 
couraged by a small audience.'' Then began the 
persecutions ; it was not difficult to m\^\i\. ^\si<^ ^^<;s^^gjii^ 
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for brin^iDg an individual into court, and then raimog 
questions respecting religion : thus Cranmer was fint 
brought before the council, he having signed the wiQ 
of Edward VI. ; he was again and again called up, 
sometimes upon one excuse, sometimes npon another. 

When the Pope directed Cardinal Pole to proceed to 
England, to ascertain the sentiments of the Queen, aod 
to effect the reunion of England, with the Church cl 
Home; acting upon the principle bj which Oregorj 
in the sixth century had been guided, Julius III. gavi 
the cardinal full power to pardon all offences of those 
who were penitent ; to treat tenderly those who were 
not williug to give up the courses into which thej had 
fallen : to compromise, temporise, anything to obtain 
possession. 

Queen Elizabeth was a protestant ; when she ascended 
the throne, she restored the Christian Church whieh 
nad been re-iutroduced by Edward VI. — I say re-in- 
troduced by Edward, because the efforts of our 
reformers were directed to the restoration of the 
primitive Christian apostolic Church of this nation ; and 
the Prayer-book of 1552, which Elizabeth appcnnted 
for the services of the Church, is perhaps the neareefc 
approach to the simplicity of the primitive teaching, 
and to the purity and truth of the Gospel of any ritual 
in existence. 

But Elizabeth was obliged to be cautious, the Church 
had been much convulsed during the preceding reign of 
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Harj, the power of the Church of Borne had been made 
aoAuifest, her love of ceremony and display exhibited 
&r and wide. Yet opposing spirits had been neither 
reconciled nor crushed. The sufferers were ready to 
■eek vengeance ; the opponents to Bomanism were in- 
clined to go farther than Elizabeth thought to be 
right or prudent. 

Elizabeth ascended the throne in 1558 ; and in the 
following year, 1559, under the express powers of the 
Act of Uniformity, she issued her injunctions for regu- 
lating the dresses, &c., of the Clergy, and for the re- 
moving from the Church the imagery and ornament 
which had been introduced during the preceding reign. 

The following quotation from Strype's Ann. of Eliza- 
beth, p.p. 238, 239, has probably reference to the New 
Years Day of 1560:— 

" Dr. Nowell, Dean of St. Paul's, having gotten seve- 
ral fine cuts and pictures, representing the stories and 
passions of the Saints and Martyrs, caused them to be 
bound up in a Common Prayer Book, and laid it for the 
Queen's use in the place where she commonly sat, 
intending it for a New Year's gift to Her Majesty, 
thinking to have pleased her fancy therewith : but it 
had not that effect, but the contrary ; for she considered 
how this varied from the late open injunctions and pro- 
clamations against the superstitious use of images in 
Churches, and taking away all such relics of Popery. 
When she came to her place (at St, Pawl'tf^ ^V*^ Q^<ew^^ 
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t]ie Book, and perused it, and saw the pictnrefl^ luA 
frowned and blushed, and then shut it, and calling tke 
Verger bad him bring her the old book, whereia she 
was formerly wont to read. After the sermon, insteid 
of taking horse, &c. immediately, she went to iib» 
Vestry and applied herself to the Dean thus : — 

Queen. — Mr Dean, how came it to pass that t 
new service-book was placed on my cushion ? 

Dean. — May it please your Majesty, I caused it ta 
be placed there. 

Q. — Wherefore did you so ? 

D. — To present your Majesty with a New Year's 

gift. 

Q. — You could never present me with a worse. 

D. — Why so, Madam ? 

Q. — You know I have an aversion to Idolatry, to 
Images, and Pictures of this kind. 

D. — Wherein is the Idolatry, please your Majesty? 

Q. — In the cuts resembling angels and saints ; nay 
grosser absurdities, pictures resembling the Blessed 
Trinity. 

D. — I meant no harm ; nor did I think it would offend 
your Majesty when I intended it for a New Year's gift 

Q. — You must needs be ignorant then. Have yon 
forgot our proclamation against Images, Pictures, and 
Romish Relics in Churches ? Was it not read in your 

deanery ? 
D. — It was read. But be your Majesty assured. I 
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meant no barm ^hen I caused the cuts to be bound in 
the Service-Book. 

Q. — You must needs be very ignorant to do this after 
onr prohibition of them. 

D. — It being my ignorance, your Majesty may the 
better pardon me. 

Q. — I am sorry for it, yet glad to hear it was your 
ignorance, rather than your opinion. 

D. — ^Be your Majesty assured it was my ignorance. 

Q. — If so, Mr Dean, God grant you His Spirit and 
more wisdom for the future. 

D. — Amen. I pray God. 
^ Q. — I pray, Mr Dean, how came you by these pic- 
tures ? Who engraved them ? 

D. — I know not who engraved them. I bought them. 

Q. — From whom bought you them ? 

D. — From a German. 

Q. — It is well it was from a stranger ; had it been 
any of our subjects, we should have questioned the 
matter. Pray let no more of these mistakes, or of this 
kind, be committed within the Ohurches of this Realm 
for the future. 

D.— There shall not." 

Strype adds, — " This matter occasioned all the 
Clergy in and about London, and the Church- 
wardens of each parish to search the Ohurches and 
Chapels; and caused them to wash out of the walls 
all paintings that seemed Eomiab. ^xA \^<:^<dXx^x^. 
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and in Hen thereof suitable texts taken out of the 
Holy Scriptures to be written." 

Upon an other occasion, in 1564-5, when she learnt there 
was great division among the people abont dresses tod 
ceremonials, and that many left their Churches, the 
Queen was very angry, and wrote to the Archbishop 
(not without some acrimony of style) on these diversitiee; 
and rc([uiring him, with the assistance of other Bishopii 
commissioned by her for causes ecclesiasticalytogive strict 
orders, that all diversities and varieties, both among the 
clergy and people, might be reformed and repressed ; and 
that all should be brought to one manner of nniformitj 
throughout the whole kingdom, that so the people might 
quietly honour and serve God." 

The Pope endeavoured to retain his hold npon the 
nation ; and, being aware of what was going forward, 
wrote the Queen an affectionate letter, calling her his 
dearest daughter^ and declaring unto her, how solicitoiii 
he was for her salvation, and the prosperity of her 
people, which he informed her, were not to be secnred 
by wandering out of the communion of the Catholic 
church. Into that Church, with great humility, much 
profession of esteem, and of Christian meekness, he 
invited Elizabeth to enter. But the Queen was not to 
be shaken in the view she had formed of pure religion, 
nor in her objection to the communion of the Church 
of Rome. 

The efforts of the Pope to cajole and seduce the 
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Queen were ineffectual, he therefore put forth a bull, in 
which the animus and animosity of the councils of the 
Vatican were made apparent, were indeed exhibited in 
their true light. 

In that bull — a copy of which may be seen in Bur- 
net's History of the Reformation, vol. 11 : p. cccix., 
the self-called minister of peace, the self-styled repre- 
sentative, and agent upon earth of his Divine Master ; 
when speaking of Queen Elizabeth, an independent 
sovereign, who acknowledged no supremacy in the 
Bishop of Rome, who owed no allegiance to him, nor to 
his position ; whose only fault was, she would not admit 
bis claims, nor worship the gods to which he paid re- 
verence; nor follow the modus credendi et operandi 
which the Papacy had set up : ^addressing such a 
sovereign, Pius the Fifth did not hesitate to denounce 
her as a heretic, an encourager of heretics, — and an 
usurper,, and to declare her to be dethroned, and her 
people released from their allegiance. 

The papal agents in this country were, however, 
afraid to act under the bull of Pius the Fifth — the firm 
attitude which the Queen, assumed, and the devotion 
of her people, compelled them to be cautious ; and, lest 
they should be involved in the penalties of luke-warm- 
ness, they sent an embassy, Robert Parsons and Ed- 
mond Campian, to Rome to obtain an indulgence. 
Their petition was granted, and an indulgence in the 
following words was given to the petlt\o\i^t^\ 
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" Faculties granted to the two fathers, Robert Pi 
sons and Edinond Campian for England j the 14th 
April, 1580. 

" Let it be desijed of our most holy lord the expli 
cation of the bull declaratory made by Pius the Fifll 
against Elizabeth, and such as do adhere to her and 
obey her ; which bull the Catholics desire to be under- 
stood in this manner, that the same bull shall always 
( bligc her and the heretics, but the Catholics it shall 
by no means bind as affairs do now stand, but hereafter, 
when the public execution of the said bull may be had or 
made, &c. The Pope hath granted these foresaid graces 
to Father Robert Parsons and Edmond Campian^ who 
are now going into England, the 14 day of April, 1580* 
Present the Father Oliverius Manarcusj Assistant." 

So that attempt failed, but though foiled, the Vatican 
kept up the spirit of mischief within the realm, and 
was not slack in stirring up enemies without, Spain was 
put in motion, and, when ready, the fleet, the so-called 
Invincible Armada, put to sea, armed to the teeth for 
the invasion of this country, and well provided with 
instruments of torture to persecute and punish those 
who would not accept the Papal yoke, and surrender 
all they were worth to the grasping invaders. At the 
same time a declaration under the authority of Sixtns 
the Fifth was prepared and printed in English, for dis- 
tribution ; to invite the people to rebellion within the 
realm, and to favour the attack from without 
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Qoi was, however, graciously pleased to spread His 
arm over us. He breathed : and the winds of l^eaven 
scattered, and shattered the so-called '^ Invincible 
Armada'' — the crippled vessels, and their wretched 
inmates were glad to seek shelter and refuge in any 
and every hole and corner, the mighty armament no 
longer existed ; the hopes of the disaffected were 
crushed : glad to conceal their treasonable acts, and sus- 
pend their mischievous intentions, the declaration was 
withdrawn, and it is supposed the copies of it were 
mostly destroyed. The one of which the following is 
a copy, was lately discovered at a sale of the Rev. 
Canon Tierney's library : it was printed as a broadside 
to be pasted against the walls, and houses, and to be 
generally distributed. 

** (From the Printed Broadside in my possession.) — 
Tierney's Edit, of Dod's Church Hist,, vol. iii. — xliv. 
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** %* A declaration of the sentence and deposition 
of Elizabeth, the usurper and pretensed Quene of 
Englande. 

" Sixtus the Fifte, by God's providence the universal 
pastor of Christe's flocke, to whom by perpetual and law- 
ful succession, apperteyneth the care and gouvernment 
of the Catholike Churche, seinge the pittyful calam- 
etyes which heresy hath brought iulo ^<^ x^^^wossa^ 
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cnnireyes of Englande and Irelande of old so famoose 
for vertue, religion, and Christian obedience ; and how 
at this present, through the impietie and perverse gov- 
ernment of Elizabeth the pretensed Quene, with a few 
her adhearentes, those kingdoms be brought not only 
to a disordered and perillouse state in themselves, but 
are become as infected members, contagious, and truble- 
Bome to the whole body of Christendome ; and not 
bavinge in those parts the ordinary meanes, which by 
the assistance of Christian Princes he hath in other 
provinces to remedy disorders, and kepe in obedience 
and ecclesiastical discipline the people ; for that Henry 
the Eight late Kinge of Englande, did of late yeares, 
by rebellion and revolte from the See Apostolike, vio- 
lently seperate himselfe and his subjects from the com- 
munion and societie of the Christian comon-welth ; and 
Elizabeth the present usurper, doth continewe the same, 
with perturbation and perill of the countryes aboute her, 
shewinge her selfe obstinate and incorrigible in such 
sorte, that without her deprivation and deposityon, 
there is no hope to reform e those states, nor kepe 
Christendome in perfect peace and tranqmllety : there- 
fore our Holy Father, desyringe as his duty is, to pro- 
vide present and effectuall remedie, inspired by God 
for the universall benefite of his Churche, moved by 
the particular affection which him selfe and many his 
predecessors have had to these natyons, and solicited 
by the zealous and importunate instance of sundry the 
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tnost principall persones of the same, hath dealt earn- 
estly with divers Princes, and specially with the mighty 
Rnd potent Kinge Catholike of Spaine^ for the reve- 
rence which he beareth to the See Apostolike, for the 
olde amity betwene his house and the Crown e of Eng* 
land, for the specyall love which he hath showed to the 
Catholikes of those places, for the obteyninge of peace 
and quietnesse in his cuntryes near adjoyninge, for 
the angmentinge and increase of the Catholike faith, 
and finally for the universall benefite of all Europe ; 
that he will employe those forces which Almighty God 
bath given him, to the deposition of this woman, and 
correction of her complices, so wicked and noysome to 
the worlde, and to the reformation and pacification of 
these kingdomes, whence so greate, good, and so mani- 
fold publike commodities, are like to ensue. 

" And to notefy to the world the justice of this 
acte, and give full satisfaction to the subjects of those 
kingdomes and others whosoever, and finally to many- 
fest Qod's judgements upon sinne ; his holynesse hath 
thought good, together with the declaratory sentence 
of this woman's chastisement to publish also the causes 
which have moved him to proceed against her in 
this sorte. 

" FiKST, — for that she is a heretike, and schismatike, 
excommanicated by two his Holines predecessors ; 
obstinate in disobedience to God and the See apostolike : 
presnminge to take upon her, couVwx^ \.^ \i»toa^^ 
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reason, and all lawes both of God and man, sapreme 
jurisdiction and spirituall auctority over men's sonles. 

" Secondly, — that she is a bastard, conceyved and 
borne by incestuous adultry, and therefore uncapable 
of the kingdome, as well by the seTerall sentences of 
Clement VII., and Paul III., of blessed memory, as by 
the publike declaration of King Henry him self. 

" Thirdly, — for usurpinge the crowne without right, 
having the impediments mentioned, and contrary to 
the auncyent accorde made betwene the See Apostoleke 
and the realme of England, upon the reconciliation of 
the same after the death of S. Thomas of Canterbury, 
in the time of Henry the Second, that none might be 
lawful kinge or quene thereof, without the approbation 
and consent of the supreme Bishopp : which afterwards 
was renewed by King John, and confirmed by othe ba 
a thing most beneficiall to the kingdome, at request and 
instance of the lords and comons of the same. And Fur- 
ther for that with sacrilege and impiety, she contineweth 
violating the solemn othe made at her coronation, to 
mainteyne and defende the auncyent privileges and 
ecclesiastical libertyes of the lande. For many and 
grevous injuryes, extorsions, oppressions and other 
wrongs done by her, and suffered to be done against 
the poore and innocent people of both cuntryes. 

** For sturringe up to sedition and rebellion the sub- 
jects of other nations about her, against their lawful 
and naturall princes, to the destructyon of infinite 
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wules, overthrow and desolation of most goodly cittyes 
and cuntryes. Fob harboringe and protectinge here- 
tikes, fugitives, rebelles, and notorious malefactors, with 
greate injury and prejudice of divers common wealthes : 
and procuringe for the oppression of Christendome and 
disturbance of common peace, to bringe in our potent 
and cruell enemy the Turk, For' so longe and bar- 
barouse persecution of God's saints, afflictinge, spoilynge, 
and imprisoning the sacred Bishops, tormentinge and 
pittyfully murtheringe numbers of holy priests, and 
other Catholic persons. For the unnatural and unjust 
imprisonment and late cruelty used against the most 
gracyous princesse, Mary Quene of Scotland, who under 
promise and assurance of protection and succor, came 
first into Englande. For abolishinge the trew Catholic 
religion ; prophaninge Holy Sacraments, monasteryes, 
churches, sacred persons, memories of saints, and 
what els so ever might heipe or further to eternal 
salvation. And in the comon-welth, dis-graceing the 
auncyent nobility, erecting base and unworthy persons 
to all the Civile and Ecclesiastical dignity es, sellinge 
of lawes and justice. And finally exercysinge an ab- 
solute tyrannic, with high offence to Almighty God, 
oppressyon of the people, perdition of soules, and mine 
of those cuntryes. 

** Wherefore these thinges being of such nature and 
quality, that some of them make her unable to reigne ; 
others declare her unworthy to live *, His Holm^%^%/vx 
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the almighty power of God, and hj apostolical anthoriiy 
to him committed, doth renew the sentenoe of hif 
predeccBsors Pius V., and Gregorie XIII., touching the 
excommunication and deposition of the said EUzabeA: 
and further a newe doth eoccammunicate, and deprive her 
of all auctority and princely dignety, and of all title 
and pretensyon to the said croune and kingdomes of Eng- 
land and Ireland; declaringe her to be illegittiiiiate, 
and an unjust usurper of the same ; and ab$olvinge the 
people of those states, and other persons whatsoev^, 
from all obedience, othe, and other bunde of sabjection 
unto her, or to any other in her name. And Jurther 
doth straitely commaunde, under the indignation of 
Almighty God, and payne of excommonicationy and 
the corporal punishment appoynted by the lawes, that 
none of whatsoever condition or estate, after notice of 
these presents, presume to yeild nnto her obedience, 
favor, or other snccurse ; but that they and every of them 
concur by all means possible to her chastisement. To 
the ende, that she which so many wayes hath forsaken 
God and his Churche ; beinge now destitute of worldly 
comforte, and abandoned of all, may acknowledge her 
offence, and humbly submitt her self to the judgements 
of the highest. 

*' Be it therefore notefyed to the inhabitants of the 
said cuntryes, and to all other persons, that they 
observe diligently the premisses, withdrawinge all 
succor publike and private, from the party pursued and 
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Mf bar adherents, after they shall have knowledge of this 
t present : and that forthwith they unite them selfs to 
r the Oatholike army conducted by the most noble and 
▼ictorious prince, Alexander Farnesius^ Duke of Parma. 
and JHaoentta, in the name of his Majesty, with the 
forces that echo one can procure, to helpe and concurre 
as ys aforesaid (yf nede shall be) to the deposition and 
chasticement of the said persons, and restitution of 
the Holy Oatholike faith. Signifyenge to those which 
shall do the contrary or refuge to doe this hero com- 
maunded, that they shall not escape condign punish- 
ment. 

^' MoRBOYER BE IT KNOW EN that the intention of his 
Holinesse, of the Kingo Oatholike, and the duke his 
highnesse in this enterprizo, is not to invade, and 
oonqnere these kingdomes : ohaungo laws, previligcs, 
or customes ; bereave of liberty, or livclyhoode, any 
man (other than rebels and obstinate persons) or make 
mutation in any thinge, except suche as by comon 
acoorde, betwene his Holinesse, his Oatholike majesty, 
and the state of the lande, shal be thought nocossnry, 
for the restitution and continuance of the Catholic 
religion, and punishment of the usurper and her 
adheareuts. Atsuringe all men, that the controversyes 
which may arise by the deprivation of this woman, 
or upon other cause, eyther betwene particuler party es, 
or touching the succession to the croune, or betwene 
the church and comon welthe ; or in otherwlcA '^Va.V 
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soever shall be decyded and determined, wholy accord* 
inge to justice and Christian equity without injury or 
prejudice to any person. And there shall not onely 
due care be had, to save from spoyle the Catholikes of 
these cuntryes, which have so longe endured, bat mercy 
also shewed to such penytent persons as submitt them- 
selves to the Capitane generall of this army. Yea, for 
so much as information ys given, that there be many 
which onely of ignorance or feare be fallen from the 
fayth, and yet notwithstandinge are taken for beretikes; 
neither is it purposed, presently to punish any such 
persons but to support them with clemency, till by con- 
ference with lerned men and better consideration, they 
may be informed of the truth, if they do not shew them- 
selves obstinate. 

*' To PREVENT also the sheadinge of Ghristiane 
bloode, and spoyle of the cuntrye, which might 
ensewe by the resistance uf some principall offenders, 
Be it knowne by these presents, that it shal not onely 
be lawfull for any person publike or private (over and 
beside those which have undertaken the enterprize) to 
areste, put in holde, and deliver up unto the Catholike 
parte, the said usurper, or any of her complices ; But 
also holden for very good service and most highly 
rewarded, accordinge to the qualety and condition of 
the partyes so delivered. And in like manner, all 
others, which here to fore have assisted, or hereafter 
shall helpe and concurr to the pnniihmeut of the 
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offenders, and to the eBtablishment of Catholike reli- 
gion in these provinces, shall receyve that advance- 
ment of honour and estate which their good and 
faithful service to the common weltbe shall require ; 
in which, respecte shal be used, to preserve the 
anncyent and honorable familyes of the lande, in as 
much as ys possible. And finally by these presents, 
fre passage ys graunted to such as will resorte to the 
Catholike campe to bringe victuals, munytion, or other 
necessary es ; promisynge liberal payment for all such 
thinges as shall be received from them for the service 
of the army. Exhorting withall and straitley com- 
maunding that al men accordinge to theire force and 
ability, be redy and diligent to assiste here in ; to the 
ende no occasion be given to use violence, or to punish 
such persons as shall neglect this cominaundment. 

** Our said holy father, of his henignety^ and favor 
to this enterprizej out of the spirituall treasures of the 
Churchey committed to his custody and dispensation, 
graunteth most liberally, to al such as assist, conctirr, or 
helpe in any wise, to the deposition and punishment of 
the above named persons, and to the reformation of 
these two cuntryes, Plenary Indulgence and pardon of 
all their sinnes, heinge duely penitent, contrite, and 
confessed, according to the law of God and usual cus- 
tome of Christian people.'* 
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Laus Deo " 
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This declaration is nnderstood to have been pre* 
pared by Cardinal Allen, Sixtus the Fifth's agent 
upon the occasion, or by the aforesaid Robert Persons: 
to have l>een printed abroad, as a broad sheet, for the 
purpose of being posted and distributed over the country, 
to incite the people to rebellion, the moment the Spanish 
tleet and armament should appear upon the coast. 

Pope Sixtus the Fifth also raised a subsidy of a 
million crowns to be paid to Spain so soon as the in- 
vading army should have landed in England. 

Here we have another instance of the an ti -Christian 
spirit which rules at the Vatican. The words which 
the monk Austin addressed, in the sixth century, to 
the noble abbot Dinoth^ '^ If, then, you will not accept 
of peace with brethren, you shall have war with you 
enemies/' were probably not openly pronounced ; but 
the devilish spirit which had prompted the use of 
them in the sixth century, was not absent from Pope 
Sixtus the Fifth in the sixteenth, when he instigated 
and bribed the power of Spain to make war against 
Queen Elizabeth, and the kingdom over which she 
reigned. 

About the same time. Sir Francis Englefield, 
writing to the King of Spain, and urging him to send 
troops for the invasion of England, wrote, " For 
without the support and the troops of Spain, it is 
scarcely possible that the Catholic religion will ever 
be restored and established in that country. Even 
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the seminaries, powerful as they are in preparing 
men's minds for a change, must fail to complete their 
object without the aid of temporal force.*' 

The attempts which have been made by writers of 
the Roman school, and by some deluded, or self- 
degraded members of our communion, to screen the 
Papacy from participation in the attempted Spanish 
Invasion, and to attribute that act to the private 
revenge and personal malice of the King of Spain, 
will surely not be repeated. Let the delaration speak 
for itself. It will be impossible to screen the Papacy 
from being particeps criminis in that most unjustifiable, 
most unchristian, and reprehensible conduct. It 
would indeed be unjust to deprive the Bishop of 
Home of the honour due to the originator and pro- 
mulgator of that declaration, and of the foul, calumni- 
ous, and libellous language, with which the document 
in question ao liberally abounds. 

The bulls and the indulgence are fair specimens ot 
the imperious character, and yet accommodating spirit 
which animate the councils of the Vatican. The odour 
they breathe is most oflfensive, discordant with the re- 
l^on of Jesus Christ ; at variance with the free spirit 
and liberty of an independent people ; and incompatible 
with the duties of secular government. If a people 
prefer the pure religion which our Saviour and his 
apostles taught, to the corrupt teaching of the Church 
of Rome, it is hard they should not \>^ ^YmvXXft^ \.^ 
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follow and enjoy it. They trespass not on the patri- 
mony of Popedom — they are content to waive the pro- 
tection of that holy see — to risk the loss of advantages 
which she claims it to be her exclusive privilege to con- 
fer 5 and to trust to the words of the Saviour for such 
blessings and rewards as He has promised to those who 
follow His teaching, and strive to imitate those virtues 
in which He abounded. The Pope is at liberty to con- 
sider them as being cut off from communion with the 
Church of Kome — they have indeed separated them- 
selves from it ; but lo anathematize a sovereign and her 
subjects, to stir up rebellion between a ruler and her 
people, because neither will worship according to the 
modus credendi et operandi of the Boman church, is 
acting in a way in which the Divine Head of the Church 
did not act ; and which even the Pope, were he the vice- 
gerent of the Most High, cannot in that character law- 
fully do. It is the spirit of Belial, not the Spirit of QoSu 

Elizabeth, firm in her religious opinions/ and strong 
in the confidence and love of her subjects, foiled all the 
efforts of the Vatican. We have seen that she com- 
pelled the Pope to suspend his operations. The power 
and prestige which the Papist Mary had given to Borne 
had passed away with her presence. Yet the Papacy 
ceased not to harass and give her trouble and anxiety. 

Elizabeth possessed a high spirit and indomitable 
courage. She defied the power of the Vatican, and 
defeated the machinations of her enemies; she im- 
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pressed with salutary terror the many agents of Kome 
who were dispersed over the country ; she detected and 
foiled the attempts of other nations which were brought 
to bear against her authority ; she boldly defended the 
Church, and maintained the independence and integrity 
of OUT Constitution. The blessing of God was upon 
her; and His miraculous interposition and protection 
became evident, not only to her own people, but to the 
surToimding nations also. 

From that time until within these few years, the 
assaults of the Papacy upon our Church and national 
freedom have been conducted more darkly and insidi- 
ously, yet not with less animosity. We shall find that 
under James the First, Charles the First, Charles the 
Second, and James the Second, her agents were busily 
engaged in sapping and disturbing our Church, and 
that, under William and Mary, and Queen Anne, they 
were labouring, though still more covertly, in frustrat- 
ing every attempt to consolidate our Church, and min- 
ister to the peace of the country. 

When James the First ascended the throne, he pro- 
fessed an ardent attachment for the constitution of the 
country, and for the Keformed Church, as established 
in this nation. 

Yet, James was unsteady in respect of his religion ; 
it may, indeed, be doubted if he had any defined 
opinion in reference to doctrine. Notwithstanding the 
prodamation which he had put fottVi, ^x^T^m\i^ ^sc^"^ 
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decided approval and acceptance of the English 
Prayer-book, it may be feared his religious opinions 
were more in accordance with the teaching and doc- 
trine of the Church of Rome. 

In 1603, the Ecclesiastical Canons were approved 
by Letters Patent, ratified and confirmed. 

In 1604 (January), the conference with the non-con- 
forming Divines was held at Hampton Court, in the 
presence of James, who took an active part in the dis- 
cussion. In a letter written immediately afterwards 
to a Cronie in Scotland, the King glories in the able 
manner in which he had combated all their argu- 
ments, and circumvented and silenced, if he had not 
convinced, his opponents. 

On the 5th of March, 1604, he, appointed by pro- 
clamation and act of parliament, the Prayer Book, as 
it had been arranged under Queen Elizabeth, to be the 
order for public worship in the Church; and in that 
proclamation he spake in the most glowing language in 
favour of that book ; he enlarged upon the advantages 
which the nation had enjoyed under the form of religion 
reinstated by Queen Elizabeth, and upon the many and 
great blessings which the people had derived from the 
observance of it. 

When the Prayer Book was published in 1604. — 
The rubric or order, which denies, and condemns the 
teaching of anv real or substantial presence of Christ's 
al flesh and blood in the consecrated bread and 
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wine, which was at the end of the office of the Holy 
Oommanion, in the preceding Prayer Books, was omit- 
ted. When the Prayer Book was revised in 1662 that 
rubric was restored — but the words " corporal presence" 
were substituted for " real or substantial presence." 

Beaumont the French Ambassador wrote, that im- 
mediately after his arrival King James assured him, 
**qu*il n'toit point heretique, c'est a dire refusant a 
connoitre la verite; qu'il n'toit non plus puritain, ni 
moins separe de Teglise ; qu'il y estimoit la hierarchic 
necessaire ; par consequent, quHl avoueroit toujours le 
pape pour le premier evequej et en icelle president et 
moderatuer au conceile^ mats non chefni superieur,^* 

In his " Premonition " to the " Apology for the 
Oath of Allegiance,*' James himself, having professed 
his belief in the three Creeds, in the early Councils, and 
in the Scriptures as interpreted by the fathers of the 
first four centuries, having, moreover, declared his 
willingness to honour the Saints, to observe their fes- 
tivals, and to reverence her who, ** blessed amongst 
women," is, *' the Mother of God .... in glory both 
above angels and men,*' then proceeds to speak on the 
subject of the supremacy. '* That Bishops ought to 
be in the Church. I ever maintained as an Apostolic 
Institution. ... Of Bishops and Church Hierarchy I 
very well allow, and likewise of ranks and degrees 
amongst Bishops, Patriarchs, I know, were in the time 
of the Primitive Church, (and I Uk^^\a^ x^si^^^-^^^ 
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that institution for order sake), and amongst them wm 
a contension for the first place^ and, for myself, if that 
were yet the question, I would ivith all my hearty give 
my consent that the Bishop of Rome should have ike 
first seat, Ij being a Western King^ would go with the 
Patriarch of the West. And for his temporal prmd* 
pality over the Seignory of Rome, I do not quarrel 
with it neither. Let him in God's name, be primus 
episcopics inter omnes episcopoSy and princeps JEpisco- 
porunij so it be no otherwise than as St. Peter waa 
princeps ApostolorumJ' 

It was probably about this time that James isaned 
the Eoyal Commission for the Reformation of Reli- 
gion, the progress of which was stopped by the vigi- 
lance of Parliament, as the following quotationa 
from the Parliamentary Records will show. 

The proclamation appointing the Book of Common 
Prayer, is dated the 5th of March, in the first 
year of our reign (that is 1604). Yet on the 16tb 
of April in the same year, we find the speaker convey- 
ing his Majesty's reproof to the House of Commons, 
because, having discovered that his Majesty was clan- 
destinely taking proceedings for the arranging and 
carrying out a reformation in religion, they, the Com- 
mons in Parliament assembled, had presumed to notice 
the subject; and on the following day, his Majesty's 
intention to have an absolute reformation of the Church 
was communicated to the House. 
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The following is the official record of the proceed- 
ings: — 

** Die Luna3, 16th April, 1604. — Mr Speaker pub- 
lisheth to the House, That ho understood, by message 
from his Majesty, that he had taken knowledge of the 
complaints made against the proceedings of the Com- 
missary's Courts, and of their desire to treat touching 
reformation of matters of religion. Before they inter- 
meddled in those things, he wished they would confer 
with the members of the Convocation House. Upon 
this message there grew great disputes, and it was 
urged that there was no precedent of any conference 
' with a Convocation. But it was said, they would be 
ready to confer with the Bishops as Lords of Parliament, 
and wished that so much might be made known to his 
Majesty. 

"Die Martis, nth April, 1604.— Mr Speaker en- 
largeth the message from his Majesty, touching matters 
of religion. That his Majesty wishes an absolute re- 
formation. That in some things the Convocation may 
have assistance from this House, &c. The manner of 
this proceeding again disputed, and in the end thought 
fit| and so ordered to have conference with the Bishops 
as Lords of the Upper House, touching these matters. 

" Die Mercurii, 18th April, 1604. — Upon a motion 
touching matters of religion, Mr. Speaker took occasion 
to deliver his Majesty's further pleasure. That, touch- 
ing those matters, he had given power b^ hk L&^Aax^ 
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Patent to the members of the Convocation Honse, to 
declare, consider, and determine; that bis Majesty 
would make no new precedents, would protect us in that 
we have, and not subject us to any other, and wished 
we would confer with the Bishops, as Lords of Parlia- 
ment ; which was agreed, and the messenger appointed 
to move to that purpose. Or, as in the Journala of the 
House of Lords. 18th April, 1604. — *The Commons 
were willing to have such a conference with some select 
number of the Bishops, so as they might confer with 
them as Lords of the Higher House of Parliament, and 
not in such condition and quality as they are of the 
Convocation House.' 

** Die Jovis, 24th Maii, 1604. — Sir Francis Hastings 
lemembreth the proceedings touching matters of reli- 
gion in the late conference. Upon one of the heads 
referred to the next conference, ^ Learned ministers 
how to be settled by law,' some of the Convocation 
House to attend and deliver reasons. Not agreed. 

** Die Veneris, 8th Junii, 1604. — Sir Francis Hast- 
ings maketh report of the meeting and conference of the 
sub- committees of both Houses at Whitehall on Mon- 
day last An instrument read by the Bishop coming 
from the Convocation House — viz., a mislike uttered 
that the House of Commons should deal in any matters 
of religion. Disliked of the conference of the bishops 
with us ; that it prejudged the liberties of the Church, 
that if the bishops would not desist, they would appeal 
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to the King, who had given thorn authority to deal only 
in these ifiatters. Sundry motions ensued this report. 
Among others, — that we should proceed to send for the 
instrument till we know, whether it be the fault of 
Convocation. Some of this house being of the Convocation 
House, let us enjoin them to bring a copy of the letters 
of authority granted to that house. An Act of Parlia- 
ment will bind the matter of ceremony more than a 
convocation pamphlet. Papists get too much en-^ 
couragement from the Convocation House. 

** Die Mercur, 13th Junii, 1604. — Sir Francis Head 
reporteth the travel of the sub- committees appointed to 
search precedents touching meddling with matters 
ecclesiastical. Many precedents and laws produced. 
Agreed, to desire that the submission of the Bishop in 
writing may be sent down hither, and here recorded. 

** Die Jovis, 21st Junii, 1604. — A question moved 
touching the instrument of inhibition from the Con- 
vocation House, read at the last conference for matters 
of religion. As also touching the submission and book 
of the Bishop of Bristow. And upon several questions 
resolved. 1. To pray conference, touching the in- 
strument read by the Bishop at the late conference, taxing 
the intermeddling of this House in matters of religion. 
2. To desire the submission of the bishop in writing to 
be delivered unto them publicly in the House before the 
Lords. And that the books might be prohibited and 
suppressed. 
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*'Die Veneris, 29th Junii, 1604.— Matters for a 
conference with the lords. Submission or recognitioD 
of the Bishop. Question of the authority of this House, 
and of the Convocation in matters ecclesiastical. 

** Die Lunje, 2nd Julii, 1604. — Sir Francis Hastings 
maketh a brief report of part of the late conference 
had with the lords. The matter of the Convocation 
House — the submission of the bishop in his charge. 
Then the former instrument of the convocation, &c., 
that the laity had nuthing to do, &c., read again. But 
the Bishop of London said, they conceived the privilege 
of Parliament to stand upright, therefore wished there 
might be no more ado about it.'' 

The Parliament was, however, firm; and inclined 
even to contest the point; — the subject was allowed 
to drop. 

That this refonnation was with a view of reconciling 
our church to the Church of Eome may not be 
doubted. 

U'he failure of the attempt, as might have been ex- 
pected, irritated the Eoman Catholics ; and the attempt 
itself could not but wound the feelings of the members 
of our Church, and of the Protestants in general : 
hence arose contention and bitterness of spirit. The 
Roman Catholics shortly determined upon taking ven- 
geance by destroying the Parliament and all the prin- 
cipal people of the country. The gunpowder-plot was 
entertained, and preparations were made for carrying 
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the diabolical device into execution; but the mercy 
and care of God again saved the nation from a dire 
calamity. 

It has been attempted by Eoman writers, and even 
by others, to exonerate the papacy from any participa- 
tion in that affair ; but those who have read the de- 
claration issued under papal authority at the time of 
the Spanish Armada will be little disposed to think the 
authority at the Vatican would shrink from any attempt 
to crush the po\^er of this country. Shortly after the 
discovery of the plot, the Pope forbade the Roman 
Catholics to take the oath of allegiance to King James. 

On the 3rd of December, 1621, the House of Com- 
mons presented a remonstrance to King James I. dur- 
ing his treaty for a match with Spain, from which the 
following are extracts : — 

** Most gracious and dread Sovereign, — We, your 
Majesty's most humble, loyal, and dutiful subjects, the 
knights, citizens, and burgesses now assembled in Par- 
liament, who represent the Commons of your realm, 
full of hearty sorrow to be deprived of the comfort of 
your royal presence, the rather for that it proceeds from 
the want of your health, wherein we all unfeignedlydo 
suffer, in all humble manner calling to mind your gra- 
cious answer to our former petition concerning religion, 
which, notwithstanding your Majesty's pious and 
princely intentions, hath not produced that good effect 
which the danger of these times doth ^e^\xv Ic^ xi& v^ 
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require ; and finding liow ill your Majesty's goodn 
hath been requited by princes of different religion, 
who, oven in time of treaty, have taken opportunity to 
advance their own ends, tending to the subversion of 
religion, and disadvantage of your affairs, and the 
estate of your children ; by reason whereof your ill- 
affected subjects at home, the Popish recusants, have 
taken too much encouragement, and are dangerously 
increased in their number, and in their insolencies, we 
cannot but be sensible thereof, and therefore humbly 
represent what wo conceive to be the causes of so great 
and growing mischiefd, and what be the remedies. 

" 1. The vigilancy and ambition of the Pope of 
Home, and his dearest son ; the one aiming at as lai^ 
a temporal monarchy, as the other at a spiritual supre- 
macy. 

"2. The devilish positions and doctrines whereon 
Popery is built, and taught with authority to their fol- 
lowers, for advancement of their temporal ends. 

'* 3. The distressed and miserable state of the pro- 
fessors of true religion in foreign parts. 

" 4. The disastrous accidents to your Majesty's chil- 
dren abroad, expressed with rejoicing, and even with 
contempt of their persons. 

" 5. The strange confederacy of the princes of the 
Popish religion, aiming mainly at the advancement of 
theirs, and subverting of ours, and taking the advan- 
tages conducing to that end, upon all occasions. 
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" 6. The great and many armies raised and main- 
tained at the charge of the King of Spain, the chief of 
that league. 

" 7. The expectation of the Popish recusants of the 
match with Spain, and feeding themselves with great 
hopes of the consequences thereof. 

" 8. The interposing of foreign princes and their 
agents in the behalf of Popish recusants, for connivance 
and favour unto them. 

" 9. Their open and usual resort to the houses, and 
which is worse, to the chapels of foreign ambassadors. 

** 10. Their more than usual concourse to the city, 
and their frequent conventicles and conferences there. 

" 11. The education of their children in many 
several seminaries and houses of their religion in foreign 
parts appropriated to the English fugitives. 

'* 12. The grants of their just forfeitures, intended 
by your Majesty as a reward of service to the grantees, 
but, beyond your Majesty's intention, transferred or 
compounded for at such mean rates, as will amount to 
little less than a toleration. 

" 13. The licentious printing and dispersing of 
Popish and seditious books, even in the time of Parlia- 
mont. 

** 14. The swarms of priests and Jesuits, the com- 
mon incendiaries of all Christendom, dispersed in all 
parta of your kingdom. 

" And from these causes, as bitter Toot^^-^^VxixsjJ^ 
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offer to your Majesty that we foresee and fear there 
will necessarily follow very dangerous effects, both to 
Church and State : for — ^firstly, the Popish religion is 
incompatible with ours in respect of their positions ; 
secondly, it draweth with it an unavoidable dependency 
on foreign princes ; thirdly, it openeth too wide a gap 
for popularity to any who shall draw too great a party; 
fourthly, it hath a restless spirit, and will strive by 
these gradations : if it once get a connivency, it will 
press for a toleration ; if that should be obtained, they 
must have equality ; from thence they will aspire to 
superiority ; and will never rest till they get a subver- 
sion of the true religion," 

The Remonstrancers then recommend His Majesty to 
take the sword, and to show himself determined to pro- 
tect those of our religion in foreign parts, and to take 
measures for preserving peace at home ; that His 
Majesty should take steps for marrying the Prince to 
one of our own religion, &c., &c., &c. 

The following is part of King James's answer to the 
Commons concerning Popish recusants, Dec. 11th, 
1621 :— 

" Now to the points in your petitibn, whereof you 
desire an answer, as properly belonging to the Parlia- 
ment. The first and the greatest point is that of re- 
ligion, concerning which, at this time, we can give you 
no other answer than in general — which is, that you 
may rest secure, that we will never be weary to do all 
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we can' for the propagation of our religion, and repress" 
ing of Popery. But the manner and form you must 
remit to our care and providence, who can best consider 
of times and seasons, not by undertaking a public war 
of religion through all the world at once, which, how- 
hard and dangerous a task it may prove, you may 
judge. • • . • . But, as we already said, our care of 
religion must be such as, on the one part, we must not 
by the hot persecution of our recusants at home, irritate 
foreign princes of contrary religion, and teach them the 
way to plague the protestants in their dominions, with 
whom we daily intercede, and at this time principally, 
for ease to them of our profession, that live under them ; 
yet, upon the other part, we never mean to spare, from 
due and severe punishment any papist that will grow 
insolent, for living under our own mild government. 
And you may also be assured, we will leave no care 
nntaken, as well for the good education of the youth at 
home, especially the children of papists, as also for 
preserving, at all times hereafter, the youth that are, 
or shall be abroad, from being bred in dangerous places, 
and so poisoned in popish seminaries. And, as in this 
point, namely, the good education of popish youth at 
home, we have already given some good proofs, both in 
this kingdom and in Ireland, so will we be well pleased 
to pass any good laws, that shall be made, either now, 
or at any time hereafter, to this purpose." 

Yet on the 25th of July, 1622, and on l\i'^ TVV ^i 
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August in the same year, orders were issued fox the 
liberation of all recusants, and those who had refused 
to take the oath of supremacy. On the 17th of Sep- 
tember, 1622, we find the Bishop of Lincoln (^dally 
condemning the policy of King James and pointing out 
the mischief to which it would lead. Again, early in 
1623, Archbishop Abbot ventured officially to represent 
to the King the danger of the course he was pursuing 
by temporising and encouraging the Papists. In July, 
1623, the King, in contemplation of the Spanish mar- 
riage, bound himself by oath, that no laws should be 
enforced against the Papists which were not equally 
enforced against the Protestants, and that no new laws 
should be made against the former* On the 15th of 
October, 1623, Pope Urban addressed a letter to King 
James, approving of the Spanish marriage, and urging 
the return of the nation to the ancient faith. On the 
8th of September, 1623, in contemplation of that mar- 
riage, James issued a pardon and dispensation to aU 
Boman Catholics within the kingdom, to all who within 
five years should apply for the same. On the 23rd of 
April, 1624, the two houses of Parliament presented 
the following petition to Eong James : — 

'* May it please your most excellent Majesty — 

** It having pleased your Majesty, upon our humble 

suit and advice, to dissolve both the treaties, to our 

great joy and comfort, we, your Majesty's most faithful 

and loyal subjects, the Lords and Commons assembled 
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in Parliament, do, in all humbleness, offer nnto your 
sacred Majesty, these two petitions following. 

'' First, That for the more safety of your realms, and 
better keeping your subjects in their due obedience, 
and other important reasons of state, your Mtgesty may 
be pleased, by some such course as your Majesty shall 
think fit, to give present order that all the laws be put 
in doe execution, which have been made, and do stand 
in force, against Jesuits, Seminary-priests, and all 
others having taken orders by authority derived from 
the See of Rome, and generally against all Eomish 
recusants ; and, as for disarming, that it may be accor- 
ding to the laws, and according to former acts and 
directions of state in the like case ; and yet that it may 
appear to all the world the favour and clemency your 
Majesty useth towards all your subjects, of what con- 
dition soever, and, to the intent the Jesuits and Priests, 
now in . the realm, may not pretend to be surprised, 
that a speedy and certain day may be prefixed by your 
Majesty's proclamation, before which day they shall 
depart out of this realm, and all other your Majesty's 
dominions ; and neither they nor any other to return, 
or come hither again, upon peril of the severest penalties 
of the laws now in force against them ; and that all 
your Majesty's subjects may thereby also be admonished 
not to receive, entertain, comfort, or conceal any of 
them, upon the penalties and forfeitures which by the 
laws may be imposed on them. 
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"Secondly,' Seeing we are ' happily' delivered from, 
that danger, which those treaties, now. dissolved, and 
that use which your ill-affected subjects . made thereof 
would certainly have drawn upon us, and yet cannot' 
but foresee and • fear the like may hereafter . happen,: 
which would inevitably bring : peril • to your . Blajesty's 
kingdoms, we are most humble suitors to your gracious 
Majesty, to secure the hearts of your gciod subjects, by! 
the engagement of your royal word unto them, that,i 
upon no occasion of marriage or treaty, or other request 
in that behalf, from any foreign prince * or state what-* 
soever, you will take away or slacken the execution of 
your laws against Jesuits, priests, and Popish recusants. • 

** To which our humble petitions, proceieding .from 
our most loyal aiid dutiful affections towards your Ma- 
jesty, our care of our country's good, and our . own 
confident persuasion that these will much advance the 
glory of Almighty God, the everlasting honour of your 
Majesty, the safety of your kingdoms, and the encour- 
agement of all your good subjects, we do niost humbly, 
beseech your Majesty to vouchsafe a gracious answer." 

To that petition King James sent the following 
answer, dated the 24th of April, 1624: — 

** My Lords and Gentlemen of both houses— 

'^Although I cannot but commend your zeal in 
offering this petition, yet, on the other side, I must 
hold myself unfortunate, that I should be thought to 
need a spur to do that which my conscience and duty 
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bind me anto. What my religion is, my books do 
declare, my profession and behaviour do show, and I 
hope I shall never live to be thought otherwise. Sure 
I am I shall never deserve it ; and for my part, I wish 
it might be written in marble, and remain to posterity, 
as a mark upon me, when I shall. swerve from my 

. religion. For he that doth dissemble with Grod, is not 

• to be trusted of men. 

" My Lords, for my ^art, I protest unto you, my 
heart hath bled, when I have heard of the increase of 
popery. . Gk>d.is my judge, it hath been such a great 
grief unto me, that it hath been like thorns in mine eyes, 

rand pricks in my sides; so far have I been, and ever 

•shall be, from turning any other way. And, my Lords 
and Gentlemen, ye all shall be my confessors that, if I 
knew any way better than other to hinder the growth 
of popery, I would take it; for knowing that I do, and 

. being persuaded as I am, I could not be an honest man, 

: and do otherwise. And this I may say further, that, if I 
be not a martyr, I am sure I am a confessor : and, in 

. some sense, I may be called a martyr, as, in the Scrip- 
ture, Isaac was persecuted by Ishmael, in mocking words : 
for never king suffered more by ill tongues than I have 
done; and, I am sure, for no. other cause. And yet I 
have been far from persecution ; for I have ever thought, 
no way more encreaseth religion than persecution, ac- 
cording to that saying, that sanguis martt/rum is semen 
ecdeswsn. 
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" Now, my Lords and Gentlemen, I will not only 
grant the substance of what yoa crave, but add some- 
thing more of my own: for the two treaties being 
already ann ailed, as I have declared them to be, that 
necessarily follows of itself, which yon desire. It needs 
no more bnt that I declare by proclamation (which I 
am ready to do,) that the Jesoits and priests do depart 
by a day : but it cannot be, as you desire, by one pro- 
clamation, to be out of all my dominions ; for a procla- 
mation here extends but to this kingdom. This I will 
do, and more : I will command all my judges, when 
they go their circuits, to take the same course, for 
putting all the laws against recusants in execution, that 
they were wont to do, before these treaties : for the 
laws be still in force, and were never dispensed with by 
me, and, Ood is my judge^ never were intended so to 5e, 
(but, as I told you in the beginning of the Parliament, 
you must give me leave to do as a good horseman, 
sometimes to use the rein, and not always the spur) : 
so that now there needs only my declaration. And for 
the disarming, that is already provided for by law, and 
it shall be done as you desire : and more : I will take 
order to prevent that shameful disorder of the resorting 
of my subjects in numbers to the houses of all foreign 
ambassadors : and of this I will advise with my Council 
how it may best be reformed. True it is, houses of 
ambassadors be privileged places; and though they 
cannot take them out of their houses, yet the Lord- 
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Mayor and Mr. Recorder of London may take them as 
they come firom thence, and make some of them ex- 
amples. Another point I will add, concerning the 
edncation of children of recusants, of which I have had 
a principal care, as my Lord of Canterhury, and the 
Bishop of Winchester, and other Lords of my Council, 
and, indeed, all my Council, can hear me witness, with 
whom I have advised concerning this matter ; for, in 
good &ith, it is a shame that their children should be 
80 bred here, as if they were brought up in Madiid, or 
in Bome. So as I grant you all that you desire, and 
more : only, I am sorry that I was not the first mover ; 
and if you had not moved these things to me, yet I 
would have done them myself. 

** Now for the last part of your petition : you have 
therein given me the best advice in the world ; for it 
is against the rule of wisdom, that a king should suffer 
any of his subjects to be beholding and depend upon 
any other prince than himself; and what hath any king 
to do with the laws and subjects of another kingdom ? 
Therefore assure yourselves, that by the grace of (Jod, 
I will be careful that no such condition be hereafter 
foisted in upon any other treaty whatsoever : for it is 
fit that my subjects should stand or fall to their own 
Lord." 

This answer bears date the 24th of April, 1624 ; 
and on the 12th of December following, the following 
eecret article was signed with France ; — 
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'* Ecrit secret agreed an in France, and afterwards 
signed hj James and the Prince, in favour of the 
Catholics, December 12th, 1624. 

'' Le Boi de la Grande Bretagne dimnera an roi m 
ecrit particulier signe de Ini, dn serenissime prince, son 
fils, et d'un secretaire d'etat, par leqnel il prometten, 
en foi et parole de roi, qn'en contemplation de son tree 
cher fils, et de Madame, soenr dn Boi tres chretien, il 
permettra a tons ses snjets catholiques Bomains de jodr 
de pins la liberie et franchise, en ce qn'il regarde knr 
religion, qn'ils n'enssent fait en yertn d'articles qnel- 
conqnes accordes par le traite de manage fut aree 
rEq>agne: ne yonlant ponr cet effet, que ses sojeti 
catholiques pnissent ^tre inquietes en leurs personnes et 
biens, ponr faire profession de la dite religion, et vivre 
en catholiques, pourveu toutefois qn'ils en usent modeste- 
ment, et rendent Tobeissance que de bons et vrais sujets 
doivent a leur roi, qui par sa bonte, ne les restriendia 
pas a aucun serment contraire a leur religion. 

Ce que dessus a 6te accorde par Messieurs les Am- 
bassadeurs da Boi de la Grande Bretagne, ce 18 
Novembre, 1624, a Paris. 

Cablisle. 
Holland.'' 

On the 26th of December, 1624, a warrant was issued 
to the Lord Keeper for the discharge of all imprisoned 
Catholics — to set at liberty all priests, Jesoits, friarsy 
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and other Roman Oatholics, as well clerks as laics. At 
the same time an order to the same effect was sent to 
the Archbishop of York, and 

On the 30th of December, 1624, a warrant was issued 
to the Lord Treasurer not to receive any more fines from 
recusants under any plea whatever, and that no pro- 
ceedings should be taken or entertained against any such 
or similar offenders. 

In the following year James died, and Oharles the 
First ascended the throne. 

It is difficult to define the character, to say what 
were the principles of James,— except that he was vain 
of his own abilities, and gloried in employing them in 
controverting the opinions of others, even when he pro- 
fessed respect for them. It may be doubted if in respect 
of religion he had any settled opinion upon doctrine ; 
his conduct was most injurious to the Church of this 
nation and detrimental to the peace and comfort of the 
people. Under his protection the Jesuit, the Popish 
priest, and the seminarist spread themselves over the 
land, sapping the confidence and corrupting the morals 
of the people. James' vacillating conduct in at one 
time enforcing and then almost immediately forbidding 
the enforcement of the laws against Popish recusants, 
offended the people, and gave a most unfair encourage- 
ment to the Popish party, who were not slow in dis- 
covering the character of the man, and making use of 
him to their own advantage. Jamea oexXA^xiV^ ^^8^\ksX 
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to bring the parishes under the government of congre- 
gational, classical, provincial, and national assemblies; 
and the demand that the spiritual authority of the Keys 
should be supported by suspending from the Lord'i 
Supper, and excommunicating with the view to the 
imposition of civil penalties, gave rise to two parties of 
extreme opposite views, and led to the change whidi 
afterwards took place. 

Charles the Second. — Before he returned to this 
country, Charles made solemn promises to respect Umb 
conscientious feelings of the people. Immediately upon 
his return to England, the use of the Liturgy wu 
restored in his chapel ; and a few days afterwards the 
use of the usual prayers was resumed in the Two Honsee 
of Parliament. The restoration of the Book of CommoD 
Prayer was then agitated; but a question arose as to 
which Book. One party desired the copy as published 
in 1552 (the second Book of Edward VI.) ; that men 
was, however, opposed by the High Church party, and 
as a compromise it was agreed to adopt the Prayer Book 
printed in 1604, A Bill for Uniformity was then intro- 
duced into the Parliament, to which a copy of that Book, 
edit. 1604, was attached. That Bill and copy of the 
Prayer Book passed the Commons, and was forwarded 
to the House of Lords ; in that house there was so much 
delay as to occasion great anxiety in the Commons, and, 
when it was returned, it was accompanied by a revised 
And altered Prayer Book, with a communication from 
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the. King that he wished his Commons to accept the 
alterations which had been made in the Bill and the 
revised Prayer Book which accompanied it. The alter* 
ationswere intended to favour the High Church or 
Bomanizing party ; the house was, however, prevailed 
upon to give their sanction to the altered Bill and to 
accept the altered Prayer Book. 

. It appears that whilst the Bill was passing through; 
Parliament, the. King had issued a commission to alter, 
^e Prayer Book ; and the urgency of the case was such 
tbat proxies were required, from the. Convocation at 
York to express the concurrence of that assembly in the. 
alterations made, or to be made, in the Book of Common 
Prayer. . And the Convocation of the Province of York 
were induced to send such, proxies without knowing 
what alterations had been or might be made in the Book, 

. The alterations made were calculated to favour the 
High Church party, to promote ceremonial and display, 
and, if possible, to drive the Low Church party out of 
tiie Church ; and they were made in such reckless haste, 
and with so little consideration, that they have been the. 
occasion from that time to the present of much contro- 
versy. 

. Charles the Second was surrounded by libertines in 
morals, and by enemies to the Charch. It is generally, 
supposed his death was the result of something dele- 
terious, which had been ministered to him in a mess of 
fpoon-meat, whilst in company with tVie I^m^V^^ ^1 
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was the occasion of calling for a glass of water ; lie also 
gave him extreme unction. The open profession of the 
King's apostasy from the Church of this country was 
avoided for fear of the consequences." The company 
was then suffered to enter the chamber. Ken applied 
himself, but ineffectually, to the awakening of the 
King's conscience; the table and the elements were 
prepared for the Holy Sacrament, and brought into 
the room, which gave rise to the report that he had 
received them, but Ken laboured in vain to indnce 
him to do so. But the King did not think an absolu- 
tion would do him any harm, so Ken pronounced it over 
him. The king suffered much inwardly, and said he 
was burnt up. He continued in agony till Friday 
the sixth of February, 1684f-5, — ^when he expired at 
eleven o'clock. There was every apparent suspicion of 
his having been poisoned, for though the first access 
looked like an apoplexy, yet it was plain in the progress 
of it that it was no apoplexy. And two of the phya- 
cians, when the body was opened, plainly discerned two' 
or three blue spots on the outside of the stomach — ^the 
wish to have the stomach opened was over-ruled. The 
court surgeons reported his death to have resulted from 
natural causes. 

It may be said Charles was a professing member of 
our reformed Church,; — perhaps something more : but 
he was surrounded by the tools of the papacy; and he had 
not firmness to resist the wheedling ways, and the trea- 
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cherous conduct of those about him, nor yet courage to 
shake them off. He consequently forfeited the confi- 
dence of both churches. 

From Dr. Burnet's account it is evident a regular 
communication was kept up with Borne, that some, if 
not the whole conclave, were cognizant of what was 
passing in England, if they were not the ministering 
spirits. 

James the Second was an ill -concealed Bomanist : 
with the profession of protection to our Church, he was 
sedulously at work to undermine it, and restore the 
Church of Rome in this country. His views were de- 
tected and he fled the land. 

James was sensible of a pressure, the pressure of 
public opinion, of an offended people ; and he had suf- 
ficient penetration to see they would no longer be 
deluded by professions which were so opposed to all he 
did. He therefore withdrew, probably expecting to 
obtain aid from other powers ; and he took with him 
the Great Seal of England, no doubt in the hope of 
being able to make use of it in his exile. That instru- 
ment was however heavy and probably cumbersome ; so 
he threw it into the river Thames. By that act he 
embarrassed and paralysed the action of those upon 
whom the management of public affairs would upon his 
flight devolve. The Convocation which assembled 
upon the accession of William and Mary did take 
advantage of that act of James^ and "^U^^^ \k^^ 
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absence of the Great Seal from the writ in exeose of 
their disloyal behaviour when refosing to entertain tltt 
subject placed before them. 

William the Third and Qneen Mary, were Pro- 
testants ; an attempt was made to leYiife the Frajer* 
book. A Boyal Commission was issued; and the 
alterations suggested, which were principallj the n- 
moval of those changes which had been so surrepti- 
tiously introduced under Charles the Second, were, 
by the Eoyal command, laid hetore the Lower Heoae 
of Convocation, for their information and ooncurrenoe ; 
but, with grief it may be said, the members of that 
House were contumacious ; in the first instance they 
objected, the warrant was not under the Great Seal ; 
and when that objection had been set aside, a New 
Great Seal having been made and attached to it, they 
would not form a house, and so avoided entertainiog 
the subject ; which was consequently given up. Thero 
is little doubt that, under such circumstances, the book 
might have been submitted for the sanction of Parlia- 
ment, without the concurrence of the Lower House of 
Convocation, but such a course was not adopted, and 
the Church is at this time suffering from the alterations 
made in 1662. 

Under William the Third the Bill of Rights was 
passed, and became the law of the land. By that act 
a barrier is erected against the encroachments of arbi- 
trary power, against any usurpation over the rights and 
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privileges of the people, against the creation or intro- 
duction of despotic tribunals either of an ecclesiastical 
or secular character ; and it declares a Papist, or any 
one professing the Roman Catholic religion, or in com- 
munion with. the Boman Church, to be ineligible to 
succeed to the throne of this realm, and incapable of 
retaining that position, should he after his accession 
become a member of that Church. The possessor of 
the throne of Great Britain must be a member of the 
Beformed Ptotestant Church of this realm. He may 
not even marry a member of the Boman communion. 
If an actual Sovereign should change his religion, or 
become a pervert to Bome or to any other Christian 
oongregation, the people will be released from their 
allegiance. 

During the reigns of Queen Anne, of George the 
First, George the Second, George the Thii'd, George 
the Fourth, and William the Fourth, the Church en- 
joyed comparative rest. With one exception, the 
efforts of the Papacy were directed to sapping and 
disturbing the Church. 

That e:(.ceptien was in the reign of George the 
Second, and is known as the Jacobite Bebellion. That 
movement was a romanizing movement, an attempt to 
subject this country to the domination of the Papacy. 
That the claims of the Pretender were supported by the 
Vatican may not be doubted; and that under such 
influence, if not direction, the Boman Catholio powers 
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of Europe either covertly or openly lent tbeir assistaDoe 
to the rebellions movement. What were the agendes 
in this country by which Pope Benedict the Fourteenth 
worked, may never be known; but it would be an 
excess of credulity to suppose he did not work, or that 
the indulgence to which I am about to refer was a 
solitary instance of his paternal regard for the spiritoal 
welfare of his emissariesin the unchristian enterpriae 
in which they were engaged. 

In 1745 Pope Benedict the Fourteenth granted a 
plenary indulgence to an absolute stranger, for himself^ 
for his kindred to the third degree, and for thirty 
persons more, for whose names a proper blank was left 
in the instrument That indulgence was granted in 
1745 ; it was given in exchange for a small piece of 
gold. For the truth of that statement we have the 
guarantee of Archbishop Seeker, who when preaching 
a sermon in that year, 1745, s^d he had the document 
in his custody. 

So provided, it is probable the party interested pro- 
ceeded forthwith to England, as it is evident the 
document itself had fjallen into the hands of the Govern- 
ment in the same year, viz., 1745. 

The time at which that indulgence was issued, the 
wording of it, and the authority to extend the benefit of 
it to others, whose names were possibly not known, or 
if known, it might have been thought imprudent to 
compromise by the risk of exposure, leave no doubt the 
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individuals for whom it was granted were engaged in 
some unlawful, desperate, and dangerous enterprise. 
And the fact of the document having fallen into the 
hands of the British Government the same year, 1745, 
leaves little douht that the field upon which the adven- 
ture was to be made was this country. 

The reader of these notes will not fail to have ob- 
served, 

First, that the nation was indebted to the Queen of 
Ethelbert for the first intrusion of the Papist into this 
country ; that lady was a daughter of France, and 
had, as her chaplain, a bishop of the Church of France, 
at that time linked to, but not in unity with the 
Church of Rome. 

Gregory, too anxious to spread his dominion, was 
not slow in availing himself of the apportunity ; be 
sent the monk Augustine, accompanied by some forty 
brother monks, armed with a Papal bull, imder the 
pretence of Christianizing the nation. When, how- 
ever, Augustine arrived in Britain he found a Christian 
Church established, and existing in the country; a 
Church more pure in doctrine and truthful in disci- 
pline than that of which he was the representative: 
and when he found himself unable to contend against 
the powerful reasoning of the British prelates ; unable 
to delude them to accept the errors of the Church of 
Borne, unable to seduce them into union with the 
communion of the Roman ChuTch*, \Xi\.c> %\^\si\^^^\^\s^ 
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the Papacy ; into obedience to the orden of die Ysd- 
can : the disappointment of the Boman enuBBaiy was 
excessiTe : the milk of Christianity was soured by ths 
bile of offended pride ; the haughty chnrchman became 
irate, and, in bitterness of spirit, denounced his op- 
ponents to the vengeful sword of the heathen Shod 
invaders. 

Secondly, that the ever imperious conduct of the 
emissaries of Rome, during the succeeding nine cen- 
turies, was directed to the crushing the spirit of the 
nation, the destroying her independence, the sabjeet- 
ing those having secular authority to the dominaliffi 
and control of the Church, and of the ecclesiastical 
power ; especially when, under Henry the Second, ihs 
haughty Becket fell, the victim of treachery to his 
Bovereign, and to the laws of the land, how nothing 
but the most humiliating degradation of that monaidi 
and of the nation, could satisfy the imperious spirit of 
Alexander the Third, the Pope of that day; and, 
again, when under King John, a similar spirit inspued 
the occupier of the Papal See to trample upon that 
monarch, and compel him to wear his crown as a 
fief and dependent of the Papacy. 

During the whole of that long dark period, the 
attentive observer of history will be able to mark the 
gradual accumulation of wealth and territory by the 
ecclesiastical body ; and the gradual increase of poverty 
and miseij on the part of the people ; the decrease of 
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true religion, and the increase of crime, of vice, and of 
inimorality among all classes ; the natural, inevitable, 
inseparable consequences. 

Thirdly, the great change which took place so soon 
M Henry the Eighth had removed from the nation the 
bennmbing, impoverishing, and degrading incnbns 
which the Vatican had spread oyer it; how the 
nation seemed to have acquired new life, to breathe more 
freely ; true religion was heard, felt, and appreciated, 
and rapidly superseded that perfunctionary and artistic 
service which had been observed mider the Papal 
rule. So liberated, the Beformation was perfected 
under Edward the 6ixth, at which time it may be 
said the nation enjoyed the nearest approach to apos- 
toHo teaching and observance. 

He will not fail to note how under the bigot and 
Papist, Mary, her of fearful memory — the authority of 
the Papacy was restored, the Reformation set aside, 
the nation, at least a part of it, seduced to ask pardon, 
and seek absolution for the conduct of the two pre- 
ceding reigns; and how the Bishop of Bome graci- 
ously condescended to comply with that prayer. And 
he will have further noticed the Papal spirit which 
Hghted the fires for the purification of those who de- 
clined to conform themselves to the corrupt Church of 
Borne. 

Fourthly, the machiavelian spirit in which the Pope 
attempted to delude Elizabeth, and to reim^osie tbe ob- 
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seryances and teacIuDg of the Romish Church; and 
how, when that plan failed, he proceeded to harass 
her, making use of language the most offensively in- 
sulting to her, but more derogatory to himself; and 
how, at length, in the diabolical character of a disap- 
pointed despot, Pope Sixtus the Fifth, instigated and 
bribed the King of Spain to attack, and, if possible^ 
subdue the nation. 

Fifthly, that the trifling and dishonest conduct ot 
the two Jameses, and of the two Charleses, kept the 
Church and nation in constant anxiety, and led to the 
Rebellion of 1640, and to the Revolution of 1688. 
And that, during the four last-named reigns Rome 
made but one overt movement ; one open attempt to 
invade the country ; her policy was secretly to ke^ 
agitation alive, to promote discontent. 

The preceding notes refer to the past history of 
our Church, but they may be studied with advantage 
at the present time, because the Romanizing spirit, 
which, under Laud, laid the Church waste and de- 
luged the land with blood, has been resuscitated, and 
is again in full operation against the reformed religion 
and the Constitution of this country. Availing itself 
of the conciliatory but questionable policy of our 
legislation, in removing the safeguards which had been 
erected against Popish intrusion, the emissaries of that 
ambitious and usurping institution are again spreading 
themselves over the land, and planting themselves in 
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every nook and comer of the country plotting mischief. 

In 1829, the disabilities under which the Eoman 
Catholics had been placed were in a great measure re- 
moved. They were declared eligible to be elected 
members, and to take their seats in the Parliament of 
the nation, and to be appointed to almost every posi- 
tion in and under the Government of the country, and 
to enjoy almost every privilege equally with the mem- 
bers of our own Church. 

At the same time the oath of allegiance required to 
be takeh by the Boman Catholic was so altered as not 
to offend his religious scruples : — that oath is at present 
not worth the paper upon which it is written. The 
Papists assert their first allegiance to be due to the 
Pope, and the clergy and laity, indeed men of almost 
every degree, are so bound by their promise of obedi- 
ence to the Church that a ready excuse is ever at hand 
to relieve them from the obligations of an oath to the 
secular power. Indeed, any oath which a Boman 
Catholic may take, which may be explained as being 
contrary to the interests of that Church, is declared to 
be illegal, null, and not binding upon the party, and we 
all know how easy it is to complicate almost every 
question with some relation to the interests of the 
Church. 

In this country the Eoman Church is schismatic. 
As is every other congregation not in communion with 
our Church, she is tolerated, nay more^ she i& ^TQti^QX&4. 
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from offence, and secured in the peaceable performa&et 
of her religious duties so long as she does not obtrude 
them to the discomfort of others. The liberal and 
tolerant spirit which has of late years animated the 
Councils of this realm, has led! to the removal of manjf 
of almost every restriction which heretofore pressed 
upon those who dissent from our Church. To the 
Eomanisty those concessions have been in a more 
especial manner an act of grace, because his allegiance 
to the Sovereign of this country is of a very equivocal 
character ; as the superior alle^ance which he asserts 
to be due to the Bishop of Rome, may at any time be 
made to interfere with that allegiance which he pro- 
fesses to have sworn to the Sovereign of these realms. 
Yet, placing confidence in the influence of honour and 
of probity, such liberality has been most generously 
dealt to the Romanist, to whom also, in a mistaken 
spirit of Christian benevolence, facilities and even 
assistance in the observance and propagation of their 
corrupt teaching and idolatrous ceremonies, have been 
afforded by a people holding fast the pure precepts of 
the Gospel. How has such conduct been responded to? 
Scarcely were the Romanists invested with legislative 
and secular authority, ere the Bishop of Rome, Pope 
Pius the Ninth, invaded this country. With a stroke 
of his pen, he has assumed to remove from before him, 
the royal supremacy and authority ; the constitutional 
government; the Church; and the ecclesiastical in- 
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fititations of this realm ; and, taking possession of the 
land, to map and parcel it out amongst his own de- 
pendents, in whom he invests supreme authority over 
the same, and over the people who inhabit it, as though 
We were an unchristianized, an uncivilized horde of 
savage heathens. 

About the same time several men in Oxford com- 
bined together to write down the Reformed Church 
of England; to promulgate opinions, and laud and 
revive forms and ceremonies which had been set aside 
at the Beformation. They represented the English 
Church as being defective, imperfect, and deficient in 
many valuable adjuncts to religion ; in much that was 
pleasing to '' refined and affectionate minds ;" in much 
that was attractive; much that was delightful; in 
much, however hostile it might be to pure devotion, 
that was calculated to excite fervour, promote enthu- 
siasm, and to incline to idolatrous observances, if not 
to idolatrous worship. Setting aside the duty which 
their position and status imposed upon them, they ran- 
sacked the legends of the so-called fathers and the Missals 
of the Roman Church; they studied the corrupt and cor- 
rupting practices of that erring Church ; they opened the 
sewers in which the filth of that Church had been cast 
at the Reformation ; and, heedless of all consequences, 
laboured to reintroduce them into the Church of this 
country. Music, painting, sculpture, symbolic orna- 
ment, ceremony and pageant, w^t^ ^^xjXswl^-^ ^ssSS^- 
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vated, and in those labonrs they were naturallj sap- 
ported by the artizans in each mystery. As it was in 
Ephesus, so it is here, artificers are ever ready to plj 
their labour for hire. The work was pleasing to the 
thoughtless, to the lovers of vanity, to those who en- 
joyed excitement, and indulged in whatever was cal- 
culated, shall I say, to while away time withont 
thought or meditation. The wealthy were involved in 
the throng, and, owing to the great remissness of those 
in authority, our Ohurches soon assumed much the ap- 
pearance of those belonging to the Church of Rome. 
So much so, that the Popish Priest might have 
entered our sanctuary, and celebrated the Popish mass 
without being cogizant of any material deficiency. 
Imagery tempted to idolatrous observances ; and by 
ceremonial much was inculcated contrary to the doc- 
trine which our Church has appointed and holds. 

It can never be sufficiently regretted that the judg- 
ment of a High Court of Appeal in this country has 
afforded a countenance to the disturbers, and enabled 
them to mimic and counterfeit the corrupt services of 
the Roman Church ; and, so doing, to accustom the 
people to the perfunctionary observances and the 
idolatrous practices in which that Church exists. That 
judgment has given a quasi sanction to the introduction 
into our Church of imagery and symbolic ornamentation, 
— has ignored the injunctions of the second command- 
ment of the Law given on Mount Sinai, — it has im- 
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pugned the integrity of the Holy Scriptures, — and 
given a license, or at least furnished an excuse, for 
those who dispute the authority of the Inspired Word. 

Idolatry, the running after the sensuous worship of 
the heathen, has ever been the great temptation, the 
stumbling-block in the pathway of the worshippers of 
the true God. It was the adversary against which the 
early Christians had to contend ; and so fearful were 
they lest it should disturb and perplex the followers of 
Jesus Christ, that so early as the Council of Eliberis 
(the 4th century) it was forbidden to place any idol or 
symbolic ornament in the churches, lest it should lead 
to the sin of idolatry. But Home, ever the slave of her 
own presumption, of her own self-will and supercilious 
conceit, counteracted the better judgment of the Chris- 
tian community, — and idolatry and idolatrous services, 
(will-worship,) became the characteristic of the Churches 
united to her communion. At the Beformation the 
abomination was removed from the Church of this 
country, and every temptation to it effaced by the with- 
drawing from our sacred edifice every incentive to the 
sin. 

It is the sin most offensive to Almighty God — the sin 
against which the most severe judgments are launched ; 
yet it is the sin for the committing of which our Church 
at this time affords great, very great facilities, if she 
does not intentionally offer inducements. Need we be 
surprised if the Bishop of Rome thinks it & '&.nq^t^\s^ 
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opportunity to intrude and take possession ? Keod le 
be surprised if an offended God should again subject V 
to bondage more hateful than that which his pe(^ 
endured in Egypt ? 

If clergymen will be so perverse, so infatuated, as to 
substitute sackcloth and ashes, penances, mortificatioDi^ 
fastings, and similar bodily inflictions in lieu of that&ith 
which can alone secure salvation in Jesus Christ, th^ 
will find among the multitude of unintelligent mindsi d 
perverse hearts, and of frivolous dispositions, many, too 
many, upon whom they may so impose ; but the respoD- 
sibility which ministers owe to their Maker, and to oar 
Eedeemer, the Lord Jesus Christ, will be a question 
for their serious consideration. Such error is subtle; 
it is presented under the insinuating, delusive guise d 
real piety, of affectionate entreaty, under the garb of 
austere and devout living ; but the reality is wanting; 
that true pieiy, that trusting, that confiding in the merU 
of the Saviour, are not the first, even if they have a 
secondary place in the mind of those who so teach, or of 
those who are so taught. 

In 1850, Pope Pius the Ninth, taking advantage of 
the Christian consideration which had been shown 
towards the members of the Boman communion, at- 
tempted to recover for the Papal See the supremacy 
over this realm which it had exercised before the 
Eeformation. He issued from the Vatican a Papal 
Bull, in which he communicated to this nation and to 
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{be world his intention gracioosly to extend the protec« 
tion of his authority over this realm, — ^in the spirit of 
domination (alas for the spirit of his Divine Master I) 
to interfere with, to disturb, and to over-ride that pure 
Christian Church which did, and, by the blessing of 
Gk>d, still does, exist in this land, by disseminating the 
idolatrous worship and the corrupt practices and disci- 
pline of the far-erring Church over which the Papal 
aathority holds rule. 

At the same time the Bishop of Rome, Pope Pius the 
Ninth, deputed Dr. Wiseman to be his deputy, his vicar 
apostolic in and over the realm of Great Britain, with 
the rank of Cardinal and title of Archbishop of West- 
minster, and with authority to oversee the land, to 
divide the country into sees, to subdivide those sees into 
smaller sections, and to appoint bishops, dignitaries, 
and priests of the Boman Church to occupy, overlook, 
and serve the same* 

In his newly conferred title, before he left Rome, the 
said Dr. Wiseman issued his pastoral letter, dated from 
the Flaminian Gate at Bome, and addressed to the 
people of this land^ in which he proceeded to set forth 
what he had done in furtherance of the intentions of his 
earthly superior, the Bishop of Bome, and his purpose, 
as the occasion may be suitable, to follow up the same 
by further action. 

In 1860| Dr. Wiseman, who bad previously been in 
this coantry as Boman Catholic Bishop of Mdi^tassc^'e.^ 
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and pro*vicar apostolic of the London district, returned 
to this country, and nnder his new title proceeded to 
exercise papal authority in and over this realm. 

The act of the Bishop of Borne was an nnlawM 
assumption of authority in and over this kingdom— to 
insult to the royal supremacy, an attack upon the ooo- 
stitution of the country, an assault upon her indepen- 
dence, an offence against the law. It was calculated to 
produce a revolution in the constitution, ecclesiastiol 
and political, of this nation, at the pleasure and dictation 
of a foreigner — a revolution which, if not stayed, will 
surely develop rebellion ; yet those in authoiity, either 
in ignorance, from supineness, or perhaps some even less 
excusable cause, have lent themselves to the furtherance 
of the atrocious act. 

The action of Dr. Wiseman laid him open to severe 
punishments under the common and statute laws of this 
realm ; but treachery, treason to the state, paralysed 
the hand of justice. 

As might have been expected, the popular excitement 
at the insult was very great. With a view to calm 
that excitement and restore confidence, those in au- 
thority were induced to undertake legislative proceed- 
ings. In due time an Act of Parliament did make its 
appearance ; but that Act, instead of being conservative, 
was revolutionary. It recognised an intrusion upon the 
supremacy of the Crown, an invasion of the royal pre- 
rogative, an infraction of the common and statute law 
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of the realm. Some of its provisioDS seem even calcu- 
lated to afford friendly beacons by which the intruder 
may avoid the greater shoals and navigate his course 
without impediment, rather than to offer resistance to 
that course ; other provisions of a prohibitory character 
baVe been openly and unscrupulously treated with con- 
tempt, — yet no notice has been taken of such conduct. 

Simultaneously with that aggression of the Papacy, 
and with that questionable Act of Parliament, a propo- 
sition was made to invest a certain individual with the 
command of the army, — to place in his hands the dis- 
posal of the military resources of the country, to be 
exercised by him without control on the part of any 
responsible authority, — without being himself respon- 
sible to any accredited and duly appointed minister of 
the Grown, without any supervision or direction except 
that emanating from the Sovereign, with whom he was 
to communicate without the intervention of any other 
individual or authority. Under such an arrangement 
the ministers of the Crown would be unable in case of 
necessity to make use of the military resources of the 
country, except through a circuitous route. The pro- 
position was so inconsistent with the principles of the 
constitutional government of Great Britain that it could 
not be entertained. It was therefore dropped. 

Had it been carried out, the ministers of the Crown 
would have been so far divested of their responsibility ; 
and the people, deprived of their cou^t\lwl\ow^ ^xA\^<^ 
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means of redress, would, in adverse circmnstances, liave 
been driven to those resources, to which it is ever the 
interest of a country to avoid appeal. 

On the 25th of December, 1855, preaching in Moor- 
fields to a British congregation, Dr. Wiseman was gniltjr 
of the presumption of telling the British nation, that, 
being deprived of a concordat with the Pope, thej were 
robbed of their birthright, and the Church of Rome 
despoiled of her rightful heritage. Whether a concordat 
has since been entered into with the Papacy, or whether 
it be that the Romanists are acting in defiance and 
contempt of the laws of this country, it is evident some 
of the advantages said to £ow from such a submission 
to the See of Rome are being derived to the members 
of the Roman communion in this land. Religious 
houses are rising up, and spreading their corrupt in- 
fluences over the country ; and, as if to keep the Ro- 
manist in countenance. High Churchmen are following 
the objectionable example. 

The Roman canon law is at this time made to bear 
upon our people, not merely upon those who belong to 
the Roman communion in respect of their religious 
conduct, but upon such, and upon others, simply as 
members of the community. 

Was such the intention of those who worked the 
^'Ecclesiastical Ti^es Bill?" The mountain indeed 
laboured, and something more mischievous than a nm 
ridkuhis was the fruit. 
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That act of Pope Pius the Ninth was an invasion of 
this country, and that Act of Parliament was little less 
than an acceptance and suhmission,ln the name of the 
Senate and Sovereign of this nation, of and to that 
intrusion of the Papacy ; it was an admission that the 
government of this country vested jointly in the Papacy 
and in the recognised Sovereign of this nation,— say 
rather, the monarch of Great Britain held rule under 
the license and subject to the controlling influence of 
the Vatican as her Suveran. 

The purity, the brilliancy of the most valuable jewel 
in the crown of this realm is tarnished: the royal 
supremacy has been invaded ; an alien dares to issue 
his decrees, and to interfere with the liberties, rights, 
and privileges of the British people. The nation is 
upon the eve of a desperate struggle — a struggle which 
will most probably be fought with sharper instruments 
than the grey goose quill. 

With the Protestant Reformed Church and the con- 
stitution of this country, the freedom, the happiness, 
and well-being of the people are so closely connected, 
that the disturbing of the one will lead to confusion in 
the other. Under that Church and constitution, Qreat 
Britain has attained a character and influence, and the 
people a state of civilization, which have well nigh 
distanced competition ; other nations may be more 
advanced in that refined politesse which is so pleasing 
in the social circle and in many of the tt«.\i«»j^^^\^'3^ ^i 
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life, but Britain stood without a rival in those steiGng 
principles of honour, of honesty, and integrity of con- 
duct) which spring from the influence of pure Christiamty 
— principles invaluable in the intercourse of life, in- 
separable from those pure and inestimable enjoyments 
which adorn the domestic circle. Since our Church haa 
been disturbed those principles have been much im- 
paired. The license in which the disturbers have 
indulged has found many imitators among the people. 
The downfall of the Church will be the ruin of the 
nation. 

A revolution in the constitution of this kingdom has 
been accomplished; and for that act the nation will 
hold the Fuseyite and Tractarian disturbers responsible. 
They prepared the way for the action of Pius the Ninth. 
Whether unintentionally and in ignorance or with cnl- 
pable intent, the parties themselves may decide ; hut 
that they did prepare that way, that they were pioneers 
to the papal-invasion, cannot be doubted, — and that the 
Court of Bome regarded them as such is beyond dispute. 

When the writer of these remarks was in Grennany 
in the latter part of the summer of 1849, he was in 
company with a priest of the Church of Bome, and in 
the course of conversation that gentleman said to hinii 
the people of England would soon be reconciled to the 
Church of Bome, that they were nearly prepared for 
such an event. Upon my expressing incredulity, he 
added; Such is the case; we know every thing that 
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passes in England ; '* Oxford is our seminary^ Dr. 
PHiaey is our teacher.'* 

That conversation took place about the month of 
August, 1849 ; and in the year 1850, Pope Pius the 
Ninth put forth his decree taking possession of the land| 
and investing his emissary with fall power to act as the 
agent and representative of the Holy 8ee in the govern- 
ment of this kingdom. 

Pius IV. offered to confirm the English Liturgy, to 
allow the Sacrament in both kinds, that is, the Bread 
and the Wine, to be ministered to the Laity ; to annul 
the sentence against the Queen's Mother's marriage, if 
Elizabeth would acknowledge herself a vassal of the 
Papacy. Elizabeth would not yield. 

Time has developed much of former movements, and 
time will probably disclose much in respect of the 
present of which we are as yet ignoirant. 

Pius the Ninth may have thought the time favour- 
able, that the people were so prepared, that such sup- 
port was at hand as would justify him in making the 
venture ; that, with every chance of success, he might 
invade the country, take possession of the land, and 
and spread his emissaries abroad, locating them as to 
his Agent and Cardinal might seem good, in short, 
that he might treat the nation as a fief and appanage of 
the See of Borne. 

There can be no doubt that the secret agents, and 
the unavowed fovourers of the PapeycY-j ^^^^ '^^^rJcksj^^ 
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every movement in our camp ; we may be snre notluDg 
escaped the watchful eye of the spoiler; and in the 
secret chamber much may have occurred of which the 
uninitiated is even yet uninformed. The Tract- 
arians may not have been intentionally romanizen; 
but, whether in ignorance or with unworthy int^t, 
they have certainly been disturbers of our Church; 
that the Romanists have looked upon them as pioneei8| 
is evident from the incident before-mentioned. 

By that act Pius the Ninth, the Pseudo Vicar of 
Christ, for the extension of temporal dominion, has 
perpetrated anew the crime of which his predecessor, 
Gregory, was guilty in the sixth century. 

Upon the former occasion, Pope Gregory professed 
to be sendmg an emissary to preach the Gh)Bpel to a 
heathen people. Will Pope Pius the Ninth put forward 
a similar false plea? Will he venture to proclaim us 
to be an unbaptized, therefore an unchristian natkm ? 
We know the arrogance of the Papacy refuses to 
admit the validity of baptism as administered in our 
Church. 

Upon the former occasion, Austin, the emissary <^ 
Gregory, found a Church in this country £Eir more 
pure and more truthful than was the Church of which 
Gregory was the chief pastor and Austin the exponent; 
and when, by artifice, Austin could not cajole her 
ministers, induce them to betray their trust, and sub- 
mit themselves and the Church over which they pre- 
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sided to the Papal See, he threatened them with the 
vengeance of a secular arm, which was soon brought 
to bear upon them. 

During the reign of Elizabeth, Pope Sixtus the Fifth 
adopted a similar course. Will Pius the Ninth follow 
the anti-Christian example set by his predecessors? 
Upon the present occasion, Pius the Ninth must have 
well known there was a Christian Church in this 
country, which, though harassed by the infidelity and 
folly of some of her ministers, is far more pure and 
truthful than the Church of Borne. The Papist may 
plead, he does plead, that the conduct of the Tract- 
arians was, in effect, an invitation to him to come and 
take possession ; that they were raising discontent as 
well with the doctrine as with the discipline of our 
Church, that they were raising expectations and ex- 
citing feelings which could alone be realized in the 
Church of Rome. Yet he should, he must have known 
there was a phalanx of clergy and laity faithful mem- 
bers of our communion, prepared to resist, determined 
to stand aloof from the aggressor. 

Hitherto the language of the Bishop of Borne has 
been moderate ; to the soft language of the domine, the 
suaviter in modo — ^he however unites the forttter in re. 
He directs his emissaries to take possession of the land 
—to occupy — to invade the supremacy of the Sove- 
reign, to overturn the constitution of the country, to 
ignore the Church of the nation, to intrude u^on the 
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ecclesiastical jurisdictions of our Bishops and Cleigy* 
His course has not been obstructed, his emissaries have 
gone forth disturbing the existing order, marshaUing 
their forces for an emergency. Should obstacles arise 
to his successful course, those who have read the ccmdnct 
of the Papacy under Augustine, and during the reign 
of Elizabeth in the sixteenth century, will be litde 
surprised at another similar outpouring of that anti- 
Christian spirit, the venom of disappointment bursting 
forth in anathema and curses. Will he, as did his 
predecessors, appeal to secular force? Possibly he 
may, and the struggle may again be severe and bloody. 
Yet the servants of God will not shrink, they do not 
doubt the arm of the Lord will be found strengthening 
that hosi which will be contending for the trutti. 

The consequences are being fast developed. 

The lull in the popular excitement is passing away 
under the repeated and more open aggressions of the 
Papists. The national wound is festering ; the gaxigrene 
is becoming more manifest ; and the skilful operator's 
assistance must be soon called in, if we would that the 
whole community be not infected. 

The nation might indeed have expected assistance 
from clergymen ostensibly of her communion, especially 
as the question touched nearly their office and juris- 
diction ; but many of them have latterly shown so much 
affection for the perfunctionary duties, the ceremonial 
observances, and even for much of the corrupt teaching 
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in which the Boman Church takes delight, that it id 
possible they may have regarded the Papal movement 
with favour. 

The Oxford party and their followers repudiate ore 
rotundo any intention of romacizing our Church and 
inviting the aggression of Pope Pius the Ninth. They 
are offended when accused of being romanizers. Tet 
such accusation is but the natural consequence of their 
misconduct. Their own writings condemn them. Os- 
tensibly members of the Beformed Church of this 
country, they have not hesitated to draw a comparison 
between our Church and the Church of Borne to the 
disadvantage of the former ; and at the same time they 
have spoken in terms of laudation of the more perfect 
character and greater beauties which they say belong to 
the latter, the Church of Rome. 

In the " Tracts for the Times," Nos. Ixxi. and Ixxiii., 
the English Church is represented as being *' defective, 
imperfect, and deficient in many valuable adjuncts to 
religion .... in much that is so pleasing to 
refined and affectionate minds . • • • in much 
that is attractive .... much that is delightful.'' 
Again it is said, '' We may grant in argument that the 
English Church has committed mistakes in the practical 
working of its system ; nay, is incomplete even in its 

formal doctrine and discipline Much more 

is a Church exposed to imperfection, which, embracing 
but a narrow portion of the CathoUo teiritQit^)lA& V^<i8^^ 
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at the distance of 1,500 to 1,800 jears fix>m the troe 
fountain of tradition, and is, sorronnded by political 
influences of a Mghlj malignant character. .... 
Here, neither Rome nor England can in the same sense 
appeal to Catholic testimony." The question is then 
put, ^' Why should not the troth lie midway between 
the two communions?'' 

If it can be proved the Church of England holds or 
teaches that which is not scriptural, or omits to chenA 
and teach that which is scriptural, such a question 
might be entertained. In the present case, it is bat 
the postulate of the sophister. 

One who knew them well has written, " They (die 
Tractarians) threw themselves upon a phantom which 
they called Churchy they desired popery without the 
Pope." 

Another, a pervert from our Church through the via 
trcLctarianay has written, '^ My sincere hope is, that the 
unreasonableness and inconsistency of 'High Church' 
principles will soon be generally apparent. • . . . 
We must choose between the Church of St. Peter and 
that of the Keformers. .... The Oxford the- 
ology, which has attempted to solve the difficulty, has 

been tried, and is found wanting Men 

must be either Catholics or Protestants. : . • . 
Their theology is ingenious, and looks well on paper, 
but it is utterly unreal and unpractical. .... 
High Churchmen are semi-papists, and the Oxford 
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theology leads to Borne ; it does that, or it comes to 
nothing." 

The Church of England is not Lutheran, she is not 
Galvinistic, nor is she Genevan, nor yet Puritan, — she 
is scriptural. 

The excessive license of the Popish priesthood in the 
fifteenth century gave great offence to the thoughtful 
members of that Church, and was the occasion of the 
reformatory movement in that and the following cen- 
tury. Luther disputed the power of the Church to 
grant indulgences ; Calvin differed from the Church of 
Borne upon some points of doctrine. The followers of 
those Beformers therefore framed their communions, 
and the services of the Churches which they established, 
in conformity with the opinions which each leader had 
adopted. They of course separated themselves from 
the Boman Communion; yet they retained in their 
respective Churches much of the very questionable 
doctrine, ceremonial, and discipline of the Church of 
Rome. 

When, however, the Church of England separated 
herself from the Church of Bome, our Beformers di- 
rected their attention to the primitive, apostolic, and 
scriptural Church, such as had been planted even in 
this country in the first age of the Christian dispensa- 
tion, before Papal Bome had ventured to intmde her 
fallacies or assume authority. In respect of doctrine, 
our Beformers referred to the Word of Qod\ «&\^^iisAss^ 
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discipline, they appealed to the same truthful and un- 
changing authority ; and they appointed such ceremonial 
in the puhlic worship of Almighty God as was consonant 
with the apostolic rule, ''Let all things be done in 
order/' This country therefore became again possessed 
of an apostolic and scriptural Church. 

Since that time the errors of the Church of Borne 
have much increased. 

When Dr. Wiseman was examined before the Com- 
mitteee upon the Law of Marriage in 1847, speaking of 
the discipline of the Church of Bome in reference to 
that subject, he admitted so much that the reader may 
not unreasonably infer, that, for every breaoh of disci- 
pline that Church can grant dispensation ; that for every 
crime, sin, offence, or error the priest or the bishop of 
that Church can minister absolution, upon confession 
and the merit of works, — can dispense with every im- 
pediment, every inconvenience, every bar or obstacle 
which either the discipline of the Church or the laws of 
God may interpose, — can even grant indulgences in 
anticipation of crime, or of danger, to which individuals 
may be exposed when engaged in any very questionable, 
if not admitted to be unlawful, undertaking. The ex- 
ercise of that authority was exhibited in a.d. 1745| 
when Pope Benedict the Fourteenth granted an indul- 
gence to a stranger, for himself, for his kindred to the 
third degree, and for thirty persons more, for whose 
names a proper blank was left in the instrument. It is 
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not stated in what enterprise the parties, in whose 
favour that indulgence was granted, were about to be 
engaged ; but the rebellion was rife in this country, 
some of the Boman Catholic powers of Europe were 
taking part in it against the legitimate Sovereign, and 
the document itself fell into the hands of the British 
Government that same year. Can it be a question. 
For what purpose it was gi*anted ? 

It is submitted the Church which can sanction such 
proceedings must have departed very far from the apos- 
tolic rule ; must hold in little esteem the teaching of the 
divine oracle ; and, however she may possess adjuncts 
4k) her services calculated to please '' refined minds/' or 
even to gratify '' affectionate feelings,'' she must be so 
deeply plunged in error as to be rather an offence to be 
avoided than a haven to be sought. Yet we may not 
be surprised if the plotters oi mischief or the agents and 
desperadoes they employ, — ^if those who indulge in for- 
bidden fruits, — ^if the lovers of dissipation, and others of 
the same stamp, are tempted to seek peace for the 
troubled conscience in the indulgences which the Church 
of Rome proffers, in the soporific which she pretends to 
minister, rather than, turning from their evil ways, in 
a truly penitent spirit, and contrite heart, beseeching 
the pardon of an offended but merciful God. 

Nor will it occasion much surprise, that maOg dressed 
in a little brief authority, invested with an ecclesiastical 
status, should, in the spirit of 8acerdot».l\ssai^\^'?*s^'v» 'vj^ 
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various devices to retain, and even to enlarge his sphere 
of action, when we consider the immense power which, 
by the exercise of such authority, combined with the 
information obtained in the confessional, the priest .is 
enabled to exercise, not only over his deluded suppliants, 
but over others also who may be compromised by that 
which is revealed in the confessional. 

It may therefore be admitted, that, at the Reformation 
of the Church of England, much which had been pre- 
viously in use in respect of doctrine and of discipline 
was expunged,— expunged, because it inculcated doc- 
trine and creed, not merely unsanctioned by the Word 
of God, but which was verily at variance and incom- 
patible with the teaching of Holy Writ ; and much in 
respect of discipline and ceremonial, not simply mis- 
chievous in its bearing upon the people, but, being 
contrary to the Word of God, calculated to invalidate 
the truth of that Word, and to bring contempt upon the 
Inspired Writings. 

It is to restore that, or much of that which was in use 
before the Beformation, but which at the Reformation 
was set aside, that the Tractarian innovator and dis- 
turber has been and is at this time labouring. Is not 
such conduct a labouring to romanize the Church ? — 
to approximate our Church to the Church of Rome ? 
And is not such action the offering temptation, if not 
solicitation, to the Bishop of Rome to resume spiritual 
snprewacy in and over this realm? 
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As respects the via media : Borne appeals to and relies 
upon her assumed infallibility ; and the Church of Eng- 
land should, must, if she would preserve her integrity, 
rely upon the Word of God for the truthfulness of her 
doctrine ; and in respect of discipline, upon the chaste- 
ness and appropriateness of the ceremonial and discipline 
which she has adopted. 

There is not a via media consistent with her ss^ety. 

The Tractarian writers advise us that, " Curiosity 
and feverishness of mind do not wait to decide on which 
side of a dispute the onus probandi lies; the same 
feelings which carry men now to dissent will carry them 
to Romanism, novelty being an essential stimulant of 
popular devotion; and the Roman system, to say nothing 
of the intrinsic majesty and truth which remain in it 
amid its corruptions, abounding in this and other stim- 
ulants of a most potent and effective character . . • 
there will ever be a number of refined and affectionate 
minds, who disappointed in finding full matter for the 
devotional feelings in the English system as at present 
conducted, betake themselves through human frailty to 
Rome." 

We have indeed painful evidence that under such 
excitement it is scarcely deemed necessary to consider, 
whether that which may be coveted be in the councili^ 
of the Most High or among the delusions of Antichrist, 
— whether it tend to the pure worship of Almighty God, 
or to the idolatrous incensing of a m»a-^x^^V^^ ^^^^^r^* 
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If it ministers to the gratification of refined and affec- 
tionate minds, it is deemed snfScient, 

The Tractarian movement is well calculated to excite 
that curiosity and feverishness of mind, and the sensation 
services which are introduced are well suited to lead 
those so excited into the Church of Borne, or to the 
sacrificial services of heathen worship, wherein alone 
those ^ deluded can fully realize their excited fwcies. 
The Roman Priest may, and does, pretend to condone 
offences, to remit penalties! Do they respect truth? 
Do they observe and obey the precepts of the Gk)6pel? 
But when men, who profess membership with the com- 
munion of the Church of England, follow their erratic 
course, can any condemnation be too severe ? 

Can men who so act, hypocritically continne to pre- 
sent themselves as ministers of the Beformed Church 
of this country ? as teachers of that Gospel, the sterling 
purity of which they corrupt with the base alloy with 
which the Church of Bome abounds? Can they so 
sacrifice honesty for the indulgence of the vain fetncies 
of refined and affectionate minds? Can they cherish 
the errors of tradition — the errors of pagan worship and 
pagan idolatry — ^for such a purpose, and yet wear the 
vestments of a Church which has repudiated those errors 
as being unsanctioned bj the Word of God, in many 
instances being under condemnation as idolatroufi? 

They overshadow the lamp of truth with the Upas* 
tree of human folly and depravity^ 
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If discontented, they are at liberty to withdraw. We 
may lament their folly, but must not regret their leaving 
us. An unfaithful, discontented servant is ever an 
incumbrance, and a vexation. 

The delusions of Tractarianism have tempted many 
to become members of the corrupt Church of Kome in 
search of that Elysium which they have been taught to 
expect within the pale of her communion. And it is 
well known the disturbance which the Tractarian has 
created in our Church has driven many from their 
accustomed places of worship, — some into dissent, not 
from any affection for the services they may there find, 
but to avoid that distraction and annoyance which the 
Tractarian has intruded. 

If the language of the Tractarian writers and the 
conduct of those ministers of our Church who adopt the 
Tractarian heresy, be not a commending of the Church 
of Rome ; an inciting, an attempt to introduce into the 
Church of England those stimulants to sensuous worship 
and false devotion in which the Church of Rome 
abounds, for the gratification of refined and affectionate 
minds, at the expense of truth, — then it will be diffi- 
cult to comprehend the meaning of the words made 
use of. 

Churchism, not Christianism, is the god of their 
idolatry. 

If those men be not Romanisers, they are disturbers ; 
and the Romanist opens his arms to tbem. «& \»\v^\v<^<^^rg.x!CN. 
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the work of reconciling (be people of England to the 
communion of the Ghnrch of Rome. 

The words Puseyism and Tractarianism will most 
probably be henceforward considered svnonyinons with 
disturbance, confusion, revolution, and even treason. 

Whether in the simplicity of ignorance the tractit« 
has been ministering to the machinations of the papacy, 
or in a less questionable character has been espousiBg 
the designs of the Church of Rome, is for the individusl 
himself to decide ; he cannot deny the language which 
has been quoted, and the observer of public progress 
will not dispute the success of that party in their efforts 
to disturb and corrupt the Church of this country. 

The Romanist is chuckling over the mischief which 
is brewing, the confusion which is spreading in our 
communion ; timid members withdraw from the danger 
which appears inevitable; and the dissenter, discon- 
tented with the order and ceremonial of our Church, is 
thoughtlessly smiling at the difiQcnlties which beset our 
Sion. 

It might perhaps be difBcult for the looker-on to 
define the status of the Church of England at the 
present time. In her institution and \eg&\ appointments 
she is truthful, consistent, and uniform, — in practice she 
is anything or nothing. High Churchism in some 
places is scarcely distinguishable from Romanism ; and 
the teaching of others who minister in our courts would 
imply little respect for, scarcely an acknowledgment of, 
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the authority of the Inspired Word. Whence this 
confusion, this jumble of heterogeneous matter and 
conduct in the same establishment, if it arise not from 
the supinenesB or infidelity of those who have been 
appointed to oversee the Church, and from the traitorous 
conduct of those authorised to minister within her 
courts. 

Yet we must not despair. There are yet ten thousand 
worshippers who have not bowed the knee to Baal ; and 
for their sakes we will hope Ood in mercy will spare 
our Sion. It is not the first time she has been so 
afflicted. 

The Lord of Hosts is with us : the Qod of Jacob is 
our refuge. 

High Ohurchism, high ceremonial, and inflated sa- 
cerdotalism will not long satisfy an intelligent people. 
Reaction is already visible. The dead may be content 
with the silence of the grave, but the enlightened mind 
will be in search of some other aliment. The teaching 
of the Lutheran, the fancies of Calvinism, the freedom 
of Oenevanism are examined and discussed ; they do 
not satisfy : the unquiet mind still looks for something 
more exciting, something now ; driven from that record 
which is the only safe guide, the guide on which he had 
been accustomed to rely, the disturbed spirit seeks in 
human reason for that which is beyond the finite intel- . 
ligence of humanity. In religion he becomes a sceptic 
an infidel, a deist, or an atheist *, in ln& ^^\^ ^W\^.^\ss^> 
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a rebel. He declaims against the snpremacy of the 
Crown, and against the nnion of Church and States 
because they imply order in government, — a defined 
doctrine in respect of religion, — an appointed form in 
the celebration of divine worship, — an order against 
which his hallucination revolts. 

When order is superseded by disorder, rule by mismle, 
the supremacy of the Crown will naturally be objected 
to, because it involves authority to restrain indulgence 
and license. When the ministers in the visible Church 
of Christ desire to follow their own vagaries instead of 
obeying the regulations and directions of the Church, 
the Act of Uniformity offers an impediment, at least a 
reproof if such vagaries be indulged in. Such act is 
therefore objectionable, and, in their opinion, should be 
altered or set aside. The Articles of Religion are 
obnoxious, because they define the doctrines which the 
Church holds, and which the minister should teach, but 
which are in too many instances at this time at variance 
with the dogmas which such clergyman may have 
imbibed. And conformity to the Prayer Book is ob- 
jected to, because some clergymen like to indulge in 
fanciful services, histrionic ceremonies, and sensation 
observances which are not sanctioned by that book. 

The Puseyite began by abusing the Church of which 
he is ostensibly a member, and in which he is a 
minister — he laboured to misrepresent and calumniate 
the doctrine which she holds, aud the services whidi 
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she has appointed ; he offended the faithful Christian 
worshippers hj obtruding upon them the fancies, the 
follies, the errors of his own distempered brain, and 
he then sought and obtained a qtiasi sanction for his 
proceedings, from a tribunal, which was not competent 
to give such sanction, which could not supersede the 
law of the land. He did, however, from that Court 
obtain a jndgment which will ever remain a disgraceful 
stain upon the tribunal whence it issued. So furnished, 
the tractarian and his abettors, have since trampled 
upon the laws of the land, and outraged the conscien- 
tious feelings of the devout Christian worshipper ; and 
at this time he is labouring to remove those barriers 
which still exist to the full development of the Fuseyite 
heresy in the errors and corruptions of the Boman 
Church. 

The Church and the State, that is the Government 
of a country, must ever, in a well regulated nation, be 
essentially one, that is, in unity — the people compose 
the Church, and the people are the governing power, 
except the government be a military despotism supported 
by foreign bayonets, or a despotic Ecclesiastical 
supremacy supported by an isolated priesthood; a 
priesthood, as is that of Eome, so separated from the 
people afl to have no social tye, no community of 
interest, no fellow-feeling with them. In this country, 
to separate the Church from the State would destroy 
the political constitution ; it womIA yoIxo^m^^ ^i^\&».iNss^ 
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and disorder among the secular and Ecclesiastical 
members of the commonweal, most probably induce 
rebellion; it would be the occasion of strife, of 
animosity, and contention between individuals, and 
between the different sections of society; all order 
would cease, all directing and controlling authority, 
except that of the sword, would be inoperative. 

If the supremacy of the Grown and of the law m 
respect of ecclesiastical affairs be removed, upon whom 
will the appointment of Bishops, and the secular 
arrangements of the Church, devolve ? Who will have 
authority to call the disobedient to order, or even 
to enforce respectful conduct on the part of the people ? 
Can it be in contemplation to call in the Roman canon 
law, to establish an Ecclesiastical supremacy, to 
appoint an imperium in imperio, to place despotic 
government in the hand of the clergy ? If so, over 
whom is it to be exercised ? If the Church is to be 
disowned as a National Church, what control could 
such an ecclesiastical tribunal exercise over a people 
not in subjection to it ? 

With the suppression of the supremacy of the Crown, 
the abrogating the authority of the law, the setting 
aside the constitution of the country, the legal estab- 
lishment of the Church in this nation will be reduced 
to zero — the parochial divisions of the country will cease 
to be recognized, the pastoral charge of the Clergy will 
be without authority and sxi^i^xt, mtkout defined 
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limits — the Pastor will have no control, except over 
such as voluntarily attend his ministrations and seek 
his advice. 

To whom will our churches, our parsonage houses, 
glebes, &c., devolve ? Church rates cannot legally be 
demanded ; tythes, if in any way conceded, will be 
merely voluntary donations, and they will be given to 
that Clergyman under whose ministration the donor 
may sit. 

The parochial charge and care of the poor will not 
be recognized ; our suflfering brethren will be thrown 
entirely upon alms without the claim of Christian 
fellowship ; the people, without a recognized and 
authorized supervision, will little respect the advice of 
those whose authority they may not be willing to 
admit ; and the Clergyman will be without any 
recognised claim to obtrude it upon them. 

If the Articles of Beligion be removed, every man 
will be at liberty to teach in the Church his own 
exposition of the Word of God, his own illustration of 
the doctrines which our Blessed Saviour put forth, the 
delusions of his own distempered fancy ; each teacher 
probably differing from his neighbour; amid such a 
Babel of instruction, what will the people learn ? A 
confosion worse than that of Babel of old will be the 
result : and if the prayer-book be set aside, the ordering 
of Divine worship will be at the discretion of ^very 
upstart, of every pretender, wbo m«i^ ^a^\aEift^^\^ ^^ 
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without authority, to set himself up as the instructor 
of the people. 

Amid all these projected changes we trace little 
regard for the welfare of the people, everything centres 
in the claims to undisputed authority on the part of 
Clergymen, whether of those legally ordained, or of 
those without other ordination than the choice or 
acceptance of those who bow down to them. 

There will be no appointed order for baptism, for 
matrimony, for thanksgivings, for the sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper, for the burial of the dead. Confusion 
will everywhere supersede order, and Eome, watching 
her opportunity, has been permitted to make long 
strides towards taking possession . Tractarian infidelity 
has prepared many for such a consummation ; amateurs 
of Ecclesiastical finery have disposed the Churches; 
and the lovers of ceremonial worship, the Pharisees of 
the present day, have distorted the services of our 
Church so as to make them suitable for the idolatrous 
worship of the Eoman School. 

In the secular walks of life, the abettors of tractarian 
treason have been active, labouring to corrupt the 
people by excitement and folly, to prevent thought by 
dissipation, to stifle reflection in the fever of amuse- 
ments ; in such pursuits the sweets of home are sacrificed, 
the family circle is disturbed, domestic peace destroyed, 
conjugal fidelity placed in danger, parental authority 
despised, and maternal solicitude treated with contempt. 
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Sucli is the Elysium which degenerate members of 
our Church and their abettors have provided for the 
people of this land. 

We need not stop to ask who have patronized such 
egregious folly, such disgraceful disreputable proceed- 
ings I but the anxious lover of truth and of tranquility 
will inquire what individual, what member or members 
among the appointed guardians of our Church and 
country have stepped forward to condemn such un- 
becoming conduct, to dissuade from a course which 
must lead to mischief, if not to ruin. 

We know how the Papal aggression under the emissary 
Augustine was induced ; and we know how that under 
the Papist Mary was effected ; we have been witnesses 
of much which has promoted the Papal advance of the 
present day ; but the historian, if he be not hereafter 
enlightened, will be at a loss to comprehend how the 
Puseyite movement in the Church of England could 
have progressed as it has done, unless it had been under 
the patronage, and supported by the protection of some 
latent authority. 

Should Home be successful in her enterprize, the 
tractite will probably have little reason to rejoice. He 
may now indulge in a voluntary retreat and self- 
imposed penance ; and he may, out of consideration for 
others, impose upon them similar restraints ; but the 
Church of Rome knows how to make even Priests feel 
the weight and inconvenience of fiuck \m^Q!«\\Ss^\i^^ 
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Playing at soldiers, and being subject to military 
discipline, may not prove quite the same thing. 

Instead of combating error, of watching over, and 
caring for those who may be exposed to the influence 
of tractite, or other false teachers, and Romanizing 
ministers, those in authority seem disposed to divest 
themselves of all trouble, to decline all responsibility, 
and, to a certain extent, to leave the Church to take 
care of itself — it is a dangerous experiment, and implies 
a craven or disloyal spirit. 

Bishops complain they cannot control, cannot direct 
the teaching which Clergymen, even of their own 
appointment, may choose to put forth ; yet they 
encourage a movement by which the patronage of 
some 300 or 400 livings belonging to the Church of 
this realm will be removed from a responsible member 
of the Government, and placed at the disposal of 
Churchmen, Lutherans, Oalvinists, members of the 
Genevan Church, Dissenters, Methodists, Socinians, 
Deists, Atheists, or Bomanists. Such patronage is at 
this time vested in the Crown, and is exercised by the 
Lord Chancellor ; but he likes not the work, he likes 
not the responsibility ; he is overburthened, and would 
dispossess his office of the task; so it is in contemplation 
to cast the advowsons into the money market, to be 
like any other investment marketable stock in trade. 

If, indeed, the burthen be too onerous for the other- 
wise overtasked powers of him^ upon whom the 
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responsibility bas biterto fallen, was it not possible, by 
a duly appointed commission, to bave relieved tbe 
overladen individual, and yet to bave bad tbe work 
done by men under «ome responsibility/ ? 

Tbe appropriation of tbe purcbase money to tbe 
improvement of tbe living is a bonus to tbe purchaser 
— ^it enhances tbe money value of it in tbe market. 
True, tbe Incumbeat may derive an increased revenue ; 
but for tbat be must pay an increased price — tbe 
presentation will be for sale. 

If under present circumstances there be difficulty in 
providing honest and truthful ministers to officiate in 
such churches, to tbe edification of tbe people, and the 
leading them in those paths which tbe wisdom of our 
forefathers deemed to be tbe better way, bow must 
those difficulties be increased when tbe right of pre* 
senting to such Churches may be at the irresponsible 
disposition of men who openly avow themselves to be 
enemies of our Church ? The act is a forward move- 
ment in the direction of separating tbe Church from 
tbe State ; of despoiling the rOyal authority, and 
wounding what should be its most sensitive organ ; of 
depreciating, nay, ignoring the Reformed Church and 
tbe reformed religion of this country ; of repudiating 
a national Church ; it exhibits a painful disregard of 
proper respect for the interests and welfare, spiritual 
and temporal, of tbe people. It is treating religion 
itself, as too many at this time do look ^\^q»\s.\\>^^&^ 
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romance of history. Want of money is put forward as 
a motive I Shame I shame I Is not such a wor- 
shipping of Mammon ? Shall we sell our birthright for 
a mess of pottage ? What enemy of the Church first 
breathed the unbecoming suggestion ! 

It is a dark page that is thus open before us, yet 
it is but a truthful representation of the present state 
of the Church of this realm. The temporal head of 
the Church and State is mute ; each man assumes to 
do as he likes ; oaths bind not ; promises have no 
restraining influence ; honor Is, as it were, simply a 
characteristic of former ages ; and conscience is dumb. 

To your tents, Israel, those in authority are silent ; 
unfaithful, unworthy, treacherously indolent, they will not 
perform their duties — " They are all dumb dogs, they 
cannot bark ; sleeping, lying down, loving to slumber." 

If Pius the Ninth was tempted by apparent sym- 
pathy on the part of any in authority in this country 
to commit the crime in which he has involved himself, 
such sympathy will, in the end, avail him but little. 
He may have been misled by the folly of individuals 
in the upper classes of society ; he may have cherished 
the hope of governing the unlettered members of the 
inferior order ; but the intelligent middle classes of 
England will neither be deceived by his sophistry, nor 
subjected by his assumption : they will reject with 
disgust his proffered license, and with indignation his iron 
joke, athough the latter be smoothed with the velvet 



165 



liniug of adulation and casuistry, with indulgences here, 
with promises of future bliss ; it will not avail. The 
conflict may be severe, yet it is not probable the triple 
crown will be again permitted to spread its blightmg 
influence over this land. 

However much the faithful members of our com- 
munion may be disposed to live amicably with the 
Roman Catholic, the ever irritating and encroaching 
conduct of the Papacy, acting upon the subservient 
priest, and upon the subjected lay members of that 
Church, must, like the perpetual blister, prove obstacles 
to the enjoyment of peace or contentment, must prevent 
our walking together in the house of God. 

The Eev. Mr. Johnson, in his preface to the rescript 
which Pope Leo sent to Archbishop Warham in 1519, 
makes this remark, '' The privileges which the prelates 
and clergy then assumed, were so unreasonable and 
extravagant that, though Kings on their advancement 
to the throne saw it necessary to promise they would 
guard and observe them, in order to secure so great an 
interest as that of the clergy ; yet they afterwards 
found it impracticable to be true to their engagements, 
unless for the sake of the clergy they would incur the 
ill-will of the rest of the nation, and in effect, un-king 
themselves." — Johnson's Eccl. Law, m.d.ccxx. 

From this subjection Henry YIII. freed himself and 
this nation. Queen Mary reimposed the bTLttV^&'c^^ \s^ 
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her successor, Qneen Elizabeth, repudiated the slavish 
imposition, and was, therefore, denounced and excom- 
municated by the Popes. In the declaration of Sixtns 
v., it is set forth that " None could be lawful Kinge 
or Quene of England without the approbation and 
consent of the supreme Bishopp." War was, therefore, 
declared against Queen Elizabeth, and every engine 
which the Papacy could bring to bear against her was 
set in motion. Upon the death of Elizabeth, a pro- 
position was entertained to place the Infanta upon the 
throne of this country ; but, in the hope that James would 
openly become a member of the Roman communion, it 
was thought more politic to recognise his succession to 
the British throne. Did James? Did the Stuart 
dynasty humble themselves before the assumption of 
the Papacy, and make promises which they found it 
impossible to make good ? The constantly changing 
policy which the Sovereigns of that dynasty pursued, 
alternating between submission to Home and the 
necessity of temporising with the fealings of the 
members of the Beformed Church of this nation, would 
seem to imply embarrasmients such as those pointed 
out in the remarks of Mr. Johnson before quoted ; and 
the difficulties in which our present rulers are involved 
would lead the thoughtful man to fear they were 
entangled in a somewhat similar dilemma. There is 
a constant struggling with a something not openly 
placed before the people — a constant labouring, as it 
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were, to extricate themselves, if not the nation, from 
a difficulty ; yet every move is a move in the wrong 
direction, dangerous to the Reformed Church of this 
nation, and eventually subversive of the peace oi the 
country. It would seem as though a drag were upon 
them, which, upon every occasion, was drawing them 
deeper and deeper into difficulties. ^* For the good 
that I would, I do not ; but the evil which I would 
not, that I do.*' — Kom. vii, 19. 

The conduct of the first James was so vascillating 
that his faithful parliament warned him of the mischief 
he was bringing upon the nation. He was insensible 
to their warning, and his successor, Charles the First, 
paid the penalty. 

Surely Pope Pius the Ninth is not acting under any 
acknowledgment, either positive, or that may be in- 
ferred, that the possession of the crown of this realm is 
in any degree subject to the grace and approbation of 
the Bishop of Rome I 

The Papal intrusion has been connived at, if it has 
not been sanctioned and encouraged ; the errors of the 
Church of Rome are openly cultivated, even in the 
sanctuary ; yet the oflfended worshippers in the Church 
cannot obtain redress ; and the national resources are 
taxed to pay Popish priests to instruct our people in 
errors which the articles of our religion denounce as 
being " without the warranty of scripture, and repug- 
nant to the Word of God." 
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Could we suppose the object to be the subversion of 
the constitution of the country, the severance of the 
Church from the State, the repudiation of the Royal 
supremacy, the depriving the Church of the protection 
and support of the secular government, the under- 
mining and destruction of the Reformed Church and 
scriptural religion which have been established in this 
nation ? Then, indeed, we might recognise the fitness 
of that which is going on to the attainment of those 
ends. But, whether the object of the disturbers be the 
reintroduction of the Roman Church and Papal 
authority, the introduction and establishing of the 
Lutheran Church, or of any other Church or commu- 
nion, or the destruction of all Church order, and of all 
defined faith, for the convenience of the free-thinker or 
the Infidel, the consequences to the country will, be 
confusion, disturbance, most probably bloodshed. 

Rome is watching, and working ; waiting her oppor- 
tunity. 

Amid the struggles of conflicting nations this country 
has been upon many occasions wonderfully, almost 
miraculously, preserved. Does the proud heart swell ? 
Does self-confidence tempt us to forget the hand that 
has hitherto so sustained us ? — prompt us to trust in 
science, to natural strength and resources, to place 
our confidence in man? If so, we shall soon have 
occasion for regret, for deep humiliation, for self-abase- 
ment ; if we prove unfaithful to the teaching of the 
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Inspired Word, if we run after the traditions of man, 
if we bend our knee before the idol which he may set 
up, can we, dare we look for the continuance of the 
divine blessing and preservation ? 

Indications of danger surround us — ^they are per- 
ceptible in every direction ; the plethora of wealth, the 
almost unlimited credit by which the bold, the un- 
principled speculator is encouraged in his ruinous 
enterprises, and the depressive cry of want, are 
equally dangerous to the peace and happiness of the 
nation; whilst the licence permitted in the Church 
leaves but one step between that Church and the 
corruptions into which the Church of Eome has de- 
generated; 

The Briton should not forget that the Church of this 
nation is Apostolic and Scriptural, independent as to 
its foundation of the Church of Bome ; that the 
obtrusion of the Papacy in the sixth century was a 
violation of our national rights and liberties ; and that 
our separation from that Church in the sixteenth century, 
and the Reformation in our ecclesfastical polity which 
followed that repudiation of Papal authority, were but 
the reassertion of our national independence in things 
ecclesiastical and things temporal. The canonical laws 
were openly repudiated, except so far as they were 
specially retained and recognised ; the discipline of the 
Church of Rome was at the same time, except under 
similar reservation and recognition, virtually set aside ; 
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the corrapt teaching and the idolatrous worship of 
that Church were denounced and forbidden. 

The Papacy is committed to the destruction of our 
Church, and of our independence of the Papal See. 
Yet the adversary who is labouring for our destruction 
is admitted — ^nay, cherished by those who are in au- 
thority. It is impossible to walk hand-in-hand with 
Rome. Confidence cannot exist in things spiritual ; and 
in things temporal, she will not acknowledge an equaL 
It will not, therefore, be her fault if we be not involved 
in confusion and bloodshed. If we exceed toleration, 
attempt ccmpanionship, she will assume superiority, 
affect patronage. Pope Pius the Ninth can plead 
^' non possumus'' when the question touches his Papal 
dignity, his personal consequence, or the territorial 
possessions of the Papacy ; yet we know he who has 
been placed on the Papal throne and crowned with the 
Tiara, even the present occupier of that seat, can 
substitute for the ''non possumus," ''possumus et 
volumus,'' when the question has reference to aggres- 
sion, to unprincipled presumption, and encroachment 
on the part of the Papal See. Their motto, **' semper 
eadem,'' has never fiedled them in their grasping, 
aggressive policy. 

The unreality of public life forebodes sorrow. For 
some time past the nation has b^en inebriated with 
folly and dissipation purposely placed before her to 
prevent sober meditation and the exercise of the better 
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jndgment. She is beginning to awaken from her 
delusion. May Qod in His mercy grant there be yet 
time, and the means requisite to preserve our Ghuroh 
and country from the grasp of an unprincipled and 
imperious adversary. 

May the Divine Head of our Church be pleased to 
arouse the energies of those who bear rule, to awaken 
the slumber of the people I Will the spirit of Henry 
the Eight, or of Elizabeth, again stand forth in defence 
of the constitution in Church and State ? or, for our 
punishment, shall we be again doomed to servitude 
under the Church of Rome, to become a fief of the 
Papal See, a slave to her superstition, idolatry, and 
priestcraft — the rich garden whence she may replenish 
her wasted stores, and renovate her expiring conse- 
quence f Shall we, indeed, be doomed to a bondage 
more loathsome than that to which the children of 
Israel were exposed in Egypt ? 

That something must be done to tranquillize the 
disturbed spirits which agitate the Church, and that 
ere long, is no problem to be solved, but a necessity 
which Tractarian wiles have imposed upon us. 

That something must be in the shape of regula- 
tion, not merely remitting that which has been 
objected to, not giving licence, the indulgence of the 
will, free scc^, but, by restraining and guiding, bring- 
ing discordant elements into unison. There must be 
order, and a law to ensure the observance oi ^x^^V 
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order ; there most be a form of public worship, and the 
means of enjoining and enforcing the observance of 
such form ; there must be articles of religion to which 
the doctrine to be taught must conform; and there 
must be canons, ecclesiastical directions, for the guid- 
ance of the clergy. 

Proceedings for such purpose can only legally be 
prosecuted under a Eoyal commission, sanctioned by 
the affix of the great seal. Such commission may not 
be directed to the Convocation^ but should contain in 
itself the names of those appointed to act under it. 
Those individuals should be in number thirty-two, to 
be selected from the higher dignitaries of the Church, 
from men eminent in the laws, spiritual and secular, 
and of laymen, all members, faithful members, of the 
communion of the Eeformed Church of England ; the 
subjects to be considered should be set forth in the 
commission ; the report of the commissioners should be 
addressed to the Sovereign, which, if approved by the 
Sovereign, may be submitted for the information and 
concurrence of Convocation ; the recommendations and 
suggestions of that report should be afterwards reduced 
into legal and official form, and submitted to the con- 
sideration and approval of Parliament; having re- 
ceived the sanction of an Act of Parliament, as the 
law of the land it will be binding upon all. 
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THE SUPREMACY OF THE PAPACY. 

It may well astonish the attentive reader, he who 
ponders the Divine Word, to learn that Papists, and 
the defenders of the Papacy, pretend to found the 
supremacy of the Pope upon the words recorded in the 
eighteenth and nineteenth verses of the sixteenth 
chapter of the Gk)spel by St. Matthew. Within three 
verses of those above referred to, we find Peter taking our 
Lord to task, ventoring to question the correctness of 
that which the Lord had just said, and that our Lord, 
turning upon him, replied, '* Get thee behind me, Satan : 
thou art an offence unto me : for thou savourest not the 
things that be of God, but those that be of men.'' In 
the fourteenth chapter of the Gospel by St. Mark, we 
have additional evidence of the self-confidence and 
short-sightedness of the Apostle, further proof of his 
inability, even when actuated by intense zeal and 
ardent love, to keep in subjection the arrogance and 
pride of the human heart, the failings of our common 
nature. ^' Although all shall be offended, yet will not 
I.'' So spake the Apostle, and we doubt not he spake 
that which, in his zeal and earnestness, he fully meant 
to carry out ; but he was trusting on his own strength ; 
and our Lord, knowing the insuflSciency of that prop, 
replied, " Before the cock crow twice, thou shall dan^j 
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me thrice ;" and the words of our Lord were verified 
even upon the self-same day. St. Luke, in the twenty- 
second chapter of his Gospel, writes, Peter said, "I 
am ready to go with Thee into prison and to death '" 
St. Mark (cap. xiv.), '* although all shall be offended, 
yet will not I;" St. John (cap. xiii.), Peter in his 
zeal said, '* Lord, why cannot I follow Thee now ? I 
will lay down my life for Thy sake." According to 
St. Luke, (cap. xxii.,) Peter said, *' I am ready to go 
with Thee both into prison and to death.'' Yet we 
know that Peter was offended, did deny his master, 
and shrank from the consequences of acknowledging 
Him. 

If we re-open the Gospel by St. Luke, the chapter 
before referred to (xxii.), verse 31, we may learn 
that our Lord had cautioned Peter of his danger before 
the latter made use of the expression above quoted. 
'' Simon, Simon, behold Satan hath desired to have 
you that he may silt you as wheat ; but I have prayed 
for thee that thy faith fail not, and when thou art 
converted, strengthen thy brethren." The answer 
before given was the reply which Peter made to that 
caution of his Divine Master. 

In the Gospel by St. John, cap. xxi, we find our 
Lord addressing Peter in these words, *' Simon, son of 
Jonas, lovest thou Me more than these? He said. 
Lord, thou knowest that I love Thee. He said unto 

\, Feed my lambs. He saith to him again the 
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second time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest tlion Me? 
He said, Tea, Lord ; Thon knowest That I love Thee. 
He saith nnto Mm, Feed my sheep. He saith unto 
him the third time, Simbn, son of Jonas, lovest thon 
Me ? Peter was grieved, becanse He said unto him the 
third time, lovest thou me ; and he said unto Him, 
Lord, Thou knowest all things ; Thou knowest that I 
love Thee. Jesus said unto him. Feed my sheep." 

Here we have a note of the great anxiety, the 
solemn questioning, the urgent directions of our blessed 
Lord, three time repeated — ^to do what ? To feed His 
sheep, to teach the Gospel, to feed His fold with the 
Bread of Life, as a careful pastor to supply food ; 
but as in the natural so in the moral world, the food 
to be beneficial must be eaten, must be digested, not 
crammed down the throat. The duty imposed upon 
Peter was to place that food which our Savour supplied 
before the flock ; to invite them, to pray them, to 
solicit them to partake of it. There is no authority 
to command, to use force, to constrain by temporid 
means, or to punish by the secular arm, those who will 
not be admonished, still less to preside over Christen- 
dom. A comparison is drawn between Peter and the 
other Apostles, a question of comparative love, and 
the natural inference is that, as is the love, so should 
be the zeal, not to overrule, but to contend in the race 
who should best serve their Lord and Master. How 
stands the Papacy opon this sub^^c.t'i X^^^'e^ ^^\r»^«». 
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the doctrine of Jesus Christ, or the dogmas of tradition? 

In the 14th verse of the eighth chapter of the Acts 
of the Apostles, we read, " Now, when the Apostles 
which were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had 
received the Word of God, they sent unto them Peter 
and John/' A strong argument this against even the 
supposed primacT/ of Peter ; how much more so against 
any supremacy on the part of that Apostle? 

In the fifteenth chapter of the Acts there is an 
account of a council which was held in Jerusalem, of 
which place James was the Bishop. At that council there 
is every reason to conclude that James presided, Peter 
was one of that assembly, and was the first to speak. 
After he had concluded, James rose, and, approving 
what Peter had said, pronounced sentence upon the 
cause before the council. 

If we open the second chapter of the Epistle to the 
Galatians, we may learn that Paul withstood Peter to 
the face, and even reproved him for what he had done. 
The Roman writers say, that Peter received this 
reprehension with silence and humility, without having 
recourse to his primacy. But does not the conduct of 
Paul and of Peter lead to the conclusion that such 
primacy was not recognised by the Apostles ? not even 
assumed by Peter ? The question even here iBprimacy^ 
not supremacy J primvs inter pares. 

When St. John was commanded by the Spirit, say 
rather by the Son of God, in the Ai^ocalyi^tic Vision, 
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to place before the seven churclies of Asia the errors 
and failings into which each Church had fallen, and to 
advertise them of the denunciations pending over them 
if they did not repent, change their conduct, and 
reform themselves, we find St. John addressing himself 
separately to the Angel or Bishop of each Church : that 
is, to him who had the overseeing and regulating of 
each. In doing so he was but obeying the command 
of his heavenly master. '^ Write to the Angel of the 

Church of '* saith the Holy Spirit. 

At the time when that Bevelation was delivered, the 
Apostle Peter, according to all accounts, had suffered 
martyrdom ; but we are told there was at that time a 
Bishop of Home ; and if, as the Papacy assumes, the 
Divine power and authority of the Lord, together with 
the title of representative or Vicar of Christ upon earth, 
did devolve upon Peter, and through him had become 
the heritage of his successors as Bishops of Rome, it 
is reasonable to conclude the monition to the seven 
Churches in Asia would have been conveyed to them 
through that medium, viz., through him who in such 
case would have had the supreme overseeing and 
ruling of all the Churches. Such, however, was not 
the course pursued. The communication was to be 
made separately to the Angel or Bishop of each Church. 
The conclusion at which we must therefore arrive is, 
that no such representative of the Lord Jesus Christ 
was at that time upon earth ; aad^ ii xi^t ^\. NXi^ ^sis&.^^ 
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certainly not since. Whatever powers or authority 
may have been conferred upon Peter, other than to 
teach and preach the Gospel, were peculiar to the 
Apostolic Institution, either to all the Apostles generally, 
or to St, Peter individually ; they did not descend upon 
those who have succeeded them in the ministry of the 
Ohrislian Church. 

The Spirit directed St. John to write, to address the 
Angel of each Church, and it may thenoe be concluded 
that the BLshop of each diocese, or province, was and is 
considered to have the overseeing of the Church within 
his jurisdiction, irrespective of any other either general 
or peculiar overseer. 

** But be not ye called Rabbi : for one is your Master, 
even Christ ; and all ye are brethren. Neither be ye 
called masters : for one is your Master, even Christ." — 
Matt, xxiii. 9, 10. 

St. Paul had certainly inculcated that rule, and it 
was in reference thereto, that the noble Dinoth answered 
the proud threatenings of Augustine in the sixth 
century. " We are under the government of the Bishop 
of Caer-leon-upon-Usk, who, tinder God, is to oversee 
over us, to cause us to keep in the way spiritual. . . 
Have no doubt," said the venerable Abbot, ** that we 
all and each one of us are obedient and subject to the 
Church of God, and to the Pope of Rome, and to every 
godly Christian, to love every one in his degree in per- 
fect cbarityf and to help ev«y oiv^ \s^ ^otd wvd deed 
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to be the children of God. And other obedience than 
this I know not to be due to him whom you call 
Pope, and father of fathers." A similar truthful and 
noble spirit should warm the bosom of every faithful 
servant of our Lord Jesus Christ. So doing, he would 
have the authority of the Divine Spirit, and also of the 
(Ecumenical Council of Nice, a.d. 325, which evidently 
set forth the opinion which the Church at that lime 
entertained upon the subject. 

At that (Ecumenical Council which assembled at 
Nice in a.d. 325, it was decreed that no Bishop should 
presume to intrude upon or into the diocese or province 
of another Bishop, nor in any way interfere or meddle 
with the concerns of any Clergyman belonging thereto. 
The weakness and instability of Peter upon more than 
one occasion have been exhibited ; yet the Bishops of 
Bome, claiming to be his successors^ do not hesitate to 
assume the attribute of infallibility, to be the Vicars of 
Christ, to exercise supreme authority over Christendom, 
over the whole Church of Christ upon earth ; and even 
to dispense or withhold the favour and blessing of divine 
grace and of divine love in reference to the hereafter. 

The records of the Roman Church, and some of their 
historians, state that St. Peter and St. Paul were cru- 
cified at Rome a.d. 66, and that '' Linus '' was ap- 
pointed the first Bishop of Rome in the same year. 
Peter, in his General Epistles, indicates that they were 
written in Babylon. The first Ei^lsW^ \a x«A'5«Jvi^\\Si 



180 



have been written in the year 66 ; the second shortly 
afterwai-ds, probably in 67. The city of Babylon is 
situated at some distance from the city of Rome ; and 
if those Epistles were written in the former place, i.e., 
in the city of Babylon, and at the time at which they 
are supposed to have been written, it is difficult to 
reconcile those facts with the assertion that Peter was 
crucified in Home in the year 66. 

Peter was the Apostle to the Hebrews, and the 
Epistles in question are addressed '' To the strangers 
scattered through Pontus, Galatia, Gappadocia, Asia, and 
Bythinia," — ^parties in whom Peter might be supposed 
to have been much interested, especially being at the 
time in the neighbourhood. 

Bather, however, than forfeit the prtsstigia which 
may appertain to the report that Peter was crucified in 
Bome, the writers of the Roman school say, that by the 
word Babylon Peter meant the city of Bome, from 
whence they say Peter wrote the Epistles in question. 
By such statement they endeavour to solve the doubt 
whether Peter was in Bome or suffered martyrdom in 
that city. 

If the statement of the Bomish writers be correct, 
may we not suppose that Peter in spirit foresaw, and 
in the spirit of prophesy foretold, what Bome would 
become ? — that he did but anticipate and illustrate the 
use of that word, Babylon, in the Apocalyptic Vision, 
as descnbed by St. John a few yeais later, and give a 
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more pointed application to the words in the sixteenth 
chapter of Saint Matthew's Gospel which our blessed 
Lord addressed to Peter, " Get thee behind me, Satan : 
thou art an offence unto me : for thou savourest not the 
things that be of God, but those that be of men ? '.' 
The Papists say, the Pope is the Vicar of Christ, the 
successor of St. Peter, — that Peter was the rock upon 
which the Church is built ; and we may safely say that 
in her teaching, and in her discipline, the Church of 
Eome does '' savour more the things that be of men 
than the things that be of God." 

Is it compatible with divine love, with that love 
which induced the Son of God to leave his throne in 
heaven and to offer himself as an atoning sacrifice for 
the happiness of fallen man ? is it consistent with that 
overflowing love, that an omniscient, an all-seeing, an 
omnipresent God, should confide the safety of his 
redeemed people to the will, to the judgment of an 
erring mortal ? — I might almost say, to the caprice of 
man ? — for it is difficult, if not impossible, to read the 
secret motives by which the human heart or an erring 
council may be guided. Or, that He would fetter the 
free-will offering, the devout aspirations of the religious 
mind, by the dogmatic teaching of the fallible human 
will? 

That the Papist, deprived of the light of the Gospel, 
with a closed Bible, fed only upon the husks of legends 
and tradition, should be deluded and led into error^ ia 
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acarcel J to be wondered at ; but if men who have read 
the Inspired Word, who profess to have studied the 
Book of Life, to be goided by the Divine Spirit, be so 
deceived, it is evidently the work of the spirit of dark- 
ness. Well might St. Panl, writing to his beloved 
Timothy (1 Tim. iv. 1), warn him ''that in the latto 
times, some shall depart from the faith ; giving heed to 
sedncing spuits, and doctrines of devils, speaking lies 
in hypocrisy ; having their conscience seared with a hot 
iron ; forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain 
from meats.*' Again (Acts xx.), '' For I know that 
after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among 
yon, not sparing the flock. Also of yonr own selves 
shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away 
disciples after them.'' 

The nse of imagery and idolatrous observances, if 
not positive idolatry, had become so rife in the Church 
of Rome that in the Council which assembled at Eli« 
beris in the 4ih century, the removal and destmetion of 
all imagery was decreed. Yet such vanities were so 
essential to the retaining that authority which the 
priest deedred to hold over the people, that the con- 
demned abominations were restored within a few yeazB. 

The assumed supremacy of the Pope wa» advocated 
about the time when the heresy of Mahomet sprang up. 

The Mahometan acknowledges our Lord Jesus Christ 
to have been a good exemplary man and a great pro- 
phet, but he does not acknowledge His divinity. He 
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claims for Mahomet the character of being a later 
prophet, and therefore to have a greater demand upon 
the respect of man. The Mahometan worships one 
God, of whom Mahomet is the prophet. His worshij^ 
is spiritual, so much opposed to idolatry that the image 
or symbol was such an abomination in his eye that he 
caused every image and symbolic ornament to be de- 
stroyed ; hence they obtained the name of Iconoclasts 
or Image-breakers. A strict discipline was enjoined 
upon the followers of Mahomet whilst on earth, and the * 
enjoyments of the hereafter were such as wdl suited the 
sensual appetites of fallen human nature. Their creed 
was enjoined, and the observance of it enforced by the 
power of the secular sword. 

The Papist acknowledges the Saviour, our Lord 
Jesus Christ, to be the Son of God. His divinity is 
admitted. But when the present pope, Pius the Ninth, 
decreed the dogma of the Immaculate Conception of 
the Virgin Mary, did he not elevate her as being 'the 
first-born of the Father, above the Son, and repudiate 
the title, '' the only-begotten of the Father," as be- 
longing to Jesus Christ ? 

The oneness of the mediatorial character of our 
Saviour is impugned in the Church of Rome by the 
introduction of the Virgin Mary and of the saints as 
inter-mediators ; and the efficacy of the atonement of 
the Cross is virtually called in question by the impor- 
tance attributed to works on the part of the sinner, and 
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the application of the snper-abuDdant merits of the 
departed, of which that Church assumes to possess an 
inexhaustible store to be applied as the Church maj 
deem expedient and politic. 

The Virgin Mary is worshipped as the Mother of 
God I She is the more especially appealed to by the 
Papist, because he expects from her benevolent spirit 
that consideration and clemency which the stem justice 
said to be the characteristic of the Son of Grod might 
not grant. To her, therefore, the Papist particularly 
pays his addresses, proffers his vows, directs his prayers; 
and he also offers them to the departed saints, who, as 
being in the presence of the Redeemer, may, it is sup- 
posed, have many opportunities of fiavourably inter- 
ceding for the petitioner, who, being a sinner, dare not 
presume himself to present his petition to the immediate 
notice of his Saviour. Such is the teaching of the 
Church of Bome, even of the higher order of her 
Clergy. 

As Mary is held to possess such power and influence 
in heaven, so the Pope and, under him, the priests of 
the Church of Eome claim to dispense mercy here on 
earth, and to assure the sinner of eternal salvation in s 
future state. A Bishop of that Church when in con- 
versation with the writer of this article, in answer to 
his remark that, '' he being a member of the Church of 
England, and consequently by the Church of Borne 
Jockei upon as a heretic, must by that Church be con- 
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sidered as being without the pale of salvation^ therefore 
under condemnation and a lost creature," replied, '^ I 
do not say that, because I cannot put bounds to the 
mercy of God ; but if you were of our Church, I could 
ensure your salvation** Such, however, was not the 
teaching of the Apostle Peter. In the eighth chapter 
of the Acts we may learn that that Apostle told the 
trembling Simon to '^ repent and pray God, if perhaps 
the thought of thine heart may be forgiven thee/' 

The teaching of the Church of Bome is calculated to 
make the thoughtful man pause and tremble. He may 
almost ask himself, Do the teachers in that Church 
believe in a hereafter? in a day of judgment? in future 
rewards and punishments ? They can know nothing of 
the state of the heart, yet they presume to absolve, to 
relieve the sinner from the penalties incurred by his 
misdeeds. If such absolution be plenary and judicial, 
then it is not merely illusory, — it is calculated to en- 
danger the eternal welfare of the person over whom it 
is said. If it have reference to penitence, to a turning 
away from sin, it is presumptuous, because no human 
being can read the heart of man. The minister of 
Christ may, however, pronounce a declarative con- 
ditional absolution ; namely, that God will remit the 
penalty of sin to him who is contrite and penitent, and 
purposes to lead a new life ; or, if he has done so al- 
ready, the minister may declare that God has put away 
his sin, — -but it is the act of God, not of mwa.. li>^.\>Rk 
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pronounced in consequence of confession and penance it 
may be most injurious — full of danger. 

Is the Reformed Church of England or the Church 
of Borne the more consistent advocate of the doctrine 
of Jesus Christ? 

Penitence, and a turning away from sin, is the doc* 
trine of Scripture. Penance is the discipline of man, 
the dogma of the Roman Church. The former is the 
fruit of conscience, of the yoice of God penetrating the 
soul of man, of him who will listen to it : the latter, 
Penance, is the infliction of punishment by the tyrant 
man upon his slave, his degraded brother. It may be 
useful as discipline in reference to the future; it is 
inefficacious in reference to the past. 

The pronouncing an indicative absolution, if it pur- 
port to be available for more than relieving the offender 
from the penalties incurred by disobedience in respect 
of Church discipline, indicates either great ignorance or 
great presumption. It is dangerous because it is de- 
lusive. It is delusive because it is not built upon faith 
in the Redeemer and upon repentance ; but is merely 
the dictum of that Church, pronounced by the priest in 
recompense of works by the sinner, or, for considerationB 
drawn from that inexhaustible source, the superabundant 
merits of the departed, merits of which the Church oi 
Rome claims to have the disposal for the benefit of 
her deluded suppliants. It is calculated to send the 
sinner into the presence of his Qod, it may be with 
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elated assurance, with a confidence doomed to be 
crushed. 

In the Church of England, the minister is not au- 
thorised to pronouuce the indicative absolution except 
in cases where the invalid is supposed to be m extremis^ 
and at such times only, if the sick person earnestly 
desires it. Such license was retained at the Reform- 
ation to meet the sickly minds of those who, having 
been educated in the Church of Rome, felt their eternal 
welfare to be dependent upon the priest saying it over 
them. At this time the clergyman in the English 
Church may not, however, repeat it unless, as I before 
said, the sick person earnestly desires it. If he has 
been honestly and faithfully instructed in the precepts 
of the Gospel, it is not probable he will ascribe any 
essential value to words pronounced by and dependent 
upon the judgment of fallible man. 

To those who have not been so educated, and even 
to those who have, in the hour of weakness, it may, if 
accompanied with sound advice and exhortation, speak 
peace ; it may soothe the anguish, soften the pillow of 
the less confident departing spirit ; it may move him to 
open his eye upon the future with less trembling, with 
increased hope and confidence. 

The discipline and services of the Church of Borne 
partake more of ceremonial and sensuous observances 
than of spiritual worship. Of the joys of the future 
she says little ; but, whatever they may be^ the^ as^ 
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ireely promised to those who are obedient to the disci- 
pline imposed by the temporal Church or by the priest 
who ministers in it. 

Rome enforces her doctrines, or rather punishes dis- 
sent, by the temporal sword. She professes to affict 
the body to ensure the health of the soul. 

Such is the Church of Borne, whose high priest 
would ride rough-shod over the Church of Christendom, 
— who proclaims, "No salvation without the pale of 
hie authority," — who would subdue and crush all who 
will not kiss his foot and accept his domination. Is it 
the spirit of Christ or the spirit of Anti-Christ which 
rises so high in the stirrups of earthly dominion ? 

The temporal power of the Popes, if it did not at 
that time originate, received something like a recog- 
nition and stamp of legalization in the eighth century, 
when, with the assistance of Pepin, King of France, 
the Bishop of Bome acquired territorial possessions in 
Italy. The Popes were for many years appointed by 
the Emperors of the West. That right was ceded 
by the Emperor Chariemagne, who yet retained 
for his successors the approving and confirming the 
choice which might be made. At the present time 
the Pope is elected by the conclave of cardinals, under 
the often conflicting interests and influences of the 
several Sovereigns, who, being members of the Roman 
communion, recognise the authority of the Vatican 
within tb^ir respective dominions. It is, however^ but 
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the election by hia fellow-men of an individual to super- 
intend a particular portion of the Christian community. 
His temporal authority does not legitimately extend 
beyond the territory under his immediate domination ; 
but by the abuse of the spiritual power which the Pope 
exercises over the clerical and lay members of the 
Boman communion, a most mischievous and pernicious 
political and secular influence is brought to bear upon 
those who are not under his temporal rule. 

The pagan title of ^^Pontifex Maximus** was inscribed 
upon the medals of Eugenius IV., a.d. 1431 — 1446, 
upon which medals were the words, '' Quern creant 
adorant Roma,** and a representation of the conference 
whicn Eugenius is said to have held with the Deity, 
face to face — a most blasphemous idea I The title of 
'' Pontifex Maximus ** was also inscribed on the tiara of 
Julius the Second, a.d. 1503, and also upon that of 
Gregory the Thirteenth, a.d. 1572. 

But perhaps the most ostentatious parade of papal 
arrogance was exhibited when Pope Boniface went in 
procession through Bome in the Jubilee that he first 
opened a.d. 1300 ; the first day attired as Pope, the 
next day attired as Emperor, declaring that all power 
both spiritual and temporal was in him and derived 
from him, — when he cried with a loud voice, " I am 
Pope and Emperor, and have both the earthly and 
heavenly empire," and made a solemn decree in these 
words, '* We say, define, and pronounoe^ tli«.t it v^ ^- 
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solutelj necessary to salvation for every hntnan creature 
to be subject to the Bishop of Rome." — Burners History 
of the Reformation^ p. 621. 

Would not such vain-boasting and vain -glorying 
rather betoken the spirit of perdition? that angel of 
darkness, he who has ever shown himself as the enemy 
of man ? that indefatigable opponent of the redemption 
and happiness of the human race, that prince of this 
world, who, to use our blessed Saviours words, " Hath 
nothing in me." — John xiv. 20. 

Did not Boniface blasphemously assume for the 
Bishop of Eome, the supremacy of the Deity ? THE 
I AM— THE ALL IN ALL— THE ONLY GOD? 
Did he not exhibit the character of him, '' who opposes 
and exalteth himself above all that is called God, 
or that is worshipped ; so that he, as Qod, sitteth in 
the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God.**— 
IL Thess. ii. 4. 

How different from the words and actions of the 
Prince of Peace ? Of Him who said, " My Kingdom 
is not of this world." 

Had Boniface ever read the words which Peter (whose 
successor he professed to be) addressed to Oomelins, 
(Acts X. 26) — " Stand up, I nmyself am also a man ;" 
or, (Rev. xix. 10)—" I fell at his (the Angel's) feet to 
worship him, and he said unto me, see thou do it not : 
I am thy fellow servant, and of thy brethren that have 
the testimoDj of Jesus : wobsuip qod." 
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Let VLB not forget that the Papacy glories in her in- 
fiedlihility, her immutability. Orafty, and of easy 
virtue, she can accommodate herself to circumstances ; 
but semper eadem is her motto : her ruling passion, 
temporal, not spiritual, Anti -Christian. 

The institution of the Papacy is a creation of man, 
of the ambitious, usurping creature. That institution 
would encroach upon the especial prerogative and 
attributes of the most High : it assumes to wield the 
sceptre of the Almighty. It arrogates a supremacy; 
and interferes in the concerns of nations, and of 
churches which do not acknowledge its authority. It is 
cruel and persecuting ; a fiebctor of heresy and idolatry; 

That spirit which animates the Papacy, namely, the 
claim to possess, in a superior degree, if not exclusively, 
the keys of the Kingdom of Heaven, may unfortunately 
be discovered in the extremes of each party belonging 
to the Church of Christ. It is the spirit of pride, of 
bigotry, of exclusiveness, inherent in the unregenerate 
mind of man ; nay, it is not limited to the professing 
Christian, it may be traced in the persecuting spirit of 
the Heathen idolater. There is a Pope in almost every 
heart, in almost every section of the community. What 
an unspeakable blessing to the Christian is it then to 
know, and to feel assured upon the authority of the 
inspired truth of God; that the keys of sovereign 
Huthority and power are alone in the possession of our 
blessed Saviour ! '^ All power if given to me in Heav«a 



192 



and in Earth." — Matt, xxviii. 18. ** I have the keys 
of hell and of death." — Rev. i. 18. '* He that openeth 
and no man shutteth." — Rev. iii. 7. , 

We had been accustomed to speak of the pretenedcHis 
of the Papacy as errors of a by-gone day : errors 
which, under the wide s|H:ead influence of the Qt)spel, 
if not openly repudiated, had virtually become obso- 
lete : — that the Bishop of Rome had indeed demitled 
the fallacy of being supreme head of the Universal 
Church of Christ ; the vicar and representative of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, in and over Christendom. We have 
been cruelly deceived. 

Who dallies with the adultress 

Will, to his cost, of her delusions sip, 
And in her malversations be enthralled. 
Thou bitter sweet ! whom near me I had laid. 
Me treacherouslj hast thou betrayed. 

If the intellect of man be not very dull, if the 
usual sources of information be not more than usually 
incorrect, Pope Pius the Ninth, '< The amiable, the 
peaceable, the benevolent old man," is labouring to 
rekindle the flame of religious discord, to revive in the 
present age, the work which his predecessors, Gregory 
XIII., and Sixtus Y., attempted in this country during 
the reign of Queen Elizabeth : to foment here, and upon 
the continent of Europe, those religious animosities 
which have in former times devastated the more fertile 
provinces of creation. Scarcely had the Papal intra- 
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sion been accomplished, in 1850 ; and a little time 
allowed for the dispersing over the land fautors of 
mischief, the agents of the Vatican ; and for the dis- 
seminating the delusive and pernicious teaching of the 
Church of Rome, and the licentious practices insepa- 
rable from that school ; than the spirit of mischief is 
again at work. 

Delenda est Carthago ; per fas aut nefas, 

Delenda est. 

Such was the cry of pagan Rome against a rival state : 
such is the cry of Papal Rome against the voice of Qod, 

The having planted his agent in this country has 
revived the spirits of the Vatican ; and the unrebuked 
assault which has been made upon our Church and 
Nation, the great bulwarks against Papal assumption, 
has been considered by the Papacy as indicating a 
favourable moment for reasserting the dogma of his 
supremacy and infallibility. 

The opportunity has not been neglected. 

In the present year, 1863, in consequence of some 
exercise of rightful authority, by a temporal sove- 
reign, Pope Pius the Ninth has put forth, in an 
Apostolic letter, the following statement of the pre- 
posterous authority and dogmatic teaching, to which 
the Vatican lays claim. 

*^ The Church is a moral body of which Jesus 
Christ is the Head : and He has left the Sovereign 
Ponti£f as his vicar on earth ; that she mi^t \^ 
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gOYcraed rightly in all matters of faith, morals, and 
discipline. In the hnman body the nerves descend 
from the head, and dividing themselves among the 
members, sustain their life and guide their movements; 
and, in a similar manner, that religious influence, bj 
which he fulfils the solemn charge committed to 
him by Christ, descends from the Pontiff to the 
Bishops, and by them is transmitted to the faithfdl. 
Decapitation is fatal to animal life : and similarly every 
human society which is deprived of its governing 
authority, and whose members are absolved frt)m their 
obedience, must infallibly perish. To require, there- 
fore, the royal sanction before any sacred ordinance 
can be enforced is to impede that free communication 
which is indispensable to maintain life in the mystical 
body, and to deny to the noblest of God's institutions 
the right of self-preservation. For the Catholic Church 
stands pre-eminent before the world, by the right of 
the divinity of her founder, the priceless value of her 
treasures, the sanctity of most of her members, and the 
importance of her ultimate end. 

^^ Our blessed Lord, moreover, has not subordinated 
his ministers, whilst pursuing their \o\j calling, to the 
jurisdiction of earthly kings. He preached without 
consulting the good pleasure of Herod or Pilate. He 
chose His apostles without obtaining the exequatur of 
Gaiaphas or Cesar ; and delegated to them His own 
authority. Hence the powers of this world are not 
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called upon to criticise the teaching of His ministers 
as judges, but as disciples to learn. Qod alone has 
the right to demand an account of the manner in which 
they use this superhuman power ; princes and magis- 
trates have no tribunal that may question its exercise. 
This decree, therefore, is in direct opposition to the 
holy Gospel, and to the infallible word of the Most 
High: for it proclaims in effect, that the rock on 
which God has built his Church is out of the king^s 
domain, and invokes fines and imprisonment on all 
who lean upon it without first obtaining the permission 
of the Government." 

The document next attacks the position of the syco- 
phants of the civil power, who confound the Ohurch 
and Pontiff with the influence of a foreign power, and 
'^ emphatically asserts that the Pope, as the vice-regent 
of Christ, exercises universal dominion. The Church 
of Rome embraces within her bosom the nations which 
are, and those yet to be ; she is that mountain pre- 
pared on the summit of other mountains, which the 
Lord has chosen for his dwelling ; the object of wor- 
ship and fountain of life to all nations. Hence all 
Catholics are subjects of their vice-god; and they who 
are not Catholics, if they value their eternal salvation, 
must enter the kingdom of the Church, and bow to the 
supreme authority of the Roman Pontiff. • . • • Her 
doctrines, her precepts are solely directed to maintain 
justice in the governor, obedience in the subject, recti- 
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tude in the laws, fidelity in contracts, pardon in inju- 
ries ; and to conduct society to the most flourishing 
earthly condition." 

The present Pope, Pius the Ninth, having further 
intimated his intention to hold a jubilee during the 
present year, to celebrate the three hundredth anniver- 
sary of the Council of Trent, — the Prince Bishop of 
Trent has, in reference to that subject, issued a letter 
which contains the following sentence : — 

** When Martin Luther, for the gratification of his 
passions, had raised the flag of rebellion against the 
Church of Christ, he was joined by the greatest repro- 
bates in Europe, who did all in their power to reintro- 
duce barbarism into the world. They inflicted deadly 
wounds on numberless souls, they trod the blood of 
the Redeemer under foot, they robbed heaven of 
Bouls, and ruthlessly plunged into the depths of hell." 

Under the blinding influence of pride. Popes have 
decreed, that those who are not members of the Roman 
Church, shall be deemed to be heretics, beyond the 
pale of balvation ; and they have further decreed that 
heresies must be exterminated ; and that heretics must 
be subjected to corporal punishments in this life, that 
their souls may be purified, and so made eligible to the 
enjoyment of the blessings of a future state. 

The Sovereign of this country, as the price of hold- 
ing the Crown and Sceptre of this Realm, must be a 
member of the Protestant Reformed Church of the 
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Nation j and the constitution of the Country in Church 
and State, as by law established, combines a sovereignty 
independent of all foreign influence and control ; and^ 
a Church as it has been reformed and arranged by the 
wisdom of our ancestors, and recognized and esta- 
blished by the laws of the land. 

Ergo^ — being out of the pale of the Roman Church, 
our Church, our Sovereign, our people, and our 
national status fall under the condemnation of the 
Papal Court : and probably want of opportunity has 
alone suspended the ban of the Vatican, and preserved 
us from such punishment. 

Pius the Ninth is, however, at this time labouring 
to bring us under the control of the Papal See — to 
introduce us into the Pandemonium of Papal Rome* 
Let him beware I The embers of religious feuds are in 
many places assuming a tint which bespeaks discontent, 
irritation, and resistance. If the brand of persecution 
be unsheathed it may be difficult to contemplate th« 
end of strife : if the war of domination be commenced, 
who, in this age, shall place the scabbard upon the 
sword of desolation ? The mind of man has been lifted 
up, he has essayed to penetrate the secrets of nature, to 
expound the hidden things of God ; too often, it may 
be feared, in the spirit of infidelity, the licence of the 
free-thinker has had free scope ; the dark doings of the 
Papacy have also -been developed to the astonished 
aggrieved people. The dominating spirit of that corrupt 
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choich can but irritate, it cannot heal, it cannot even 
administer relief to the afflicted in the present crisis. 
The Gospel of Jesus Christ is alone equal to the emer- 
gency. Restore that word to its rightful position, and 
the darkness of corruption will gradually recede. Then 
the Pope, if so inclined, may become an ornament and 
pillar of Christ's Church, and, as Bishop of Home, be 
regarded as Primus inter Pares. 

The whole framework of the Papacy is worldly. It 
glories inj a temporal kingdom, in temporal rule, in 
temporal rewards, and temporal punishments. It savours 
more of sacerdotalism than of Divine truth, is more 
profuse in promises of future happiness, than instructive 
in respect of the true means of attaining it. Founded 
in error and deceit, the Papacy has become a very 
hydra of imposture, of falsehood, and of human pre- 
sumption. It may indeed boast of its fabulous growth, 
of its wide-spread influence : the natural result of the 
alternate loosening the reigns of corruption, and tighten- 
ing those of imperious control. The restraints imposed 
upon the natural instincts of man are rendered bearable 
by the tolerated, irregular indulgence of the carnal 
appetites ; by a connivance at vice, well calculated to 
obtain submission to despotic rule, it has acquired 
a prestige, which, aided by consummate skill, has 
borne, and will probably still bear it forward, until, 
its destiny accomplished, it shall sink in the accumulated 
mass of its own misdoings. 
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Unnatural restraints, and unlawful indulgences 
generally ^^vogress pari passu, 

I have not digressed to speak of the exceptionable 
character of the conflicts which have arisen upon 
more than one occasion, between the friends of rival 
aspirants for the Papal diadem,— conflicts waged with 
temporal, not spiritual weapons. Yet, if the authority 
be of God, we may well wonder how such disputes 
could have arisen. Surely upon him upon whom the 
important office of vicar of Christ, and supreme head of 
His Church be conferred, if conferred by Almighty Ood^ 
some evidence of the Divine will would be so apparent 
as to prevent unseemly squabbles among the candi- 
dates for super-human authority. Men may aspire to 
be possessed of such authority, but those who do so 
must be sadly deficient in, I do not say super-human, 
but in that inferior intelligence which is necessary to 
the exercise of human authority. 

The Papacy is not of God. It is the creation of 
man, blasphemous in its assumptions, savouring more 
of Satanic pride than of Christian virtue. 
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ON THE USE AND ABUSE OF THE WOED 

CATHOLIC. 

The mis-use of the word CATHOLIC is calculated 
to lead to much misapprehension, when speaking of 
Ecclesiastical affairs. 

The word implies general, universal j consequently 
cannot be properly applied to that which is not gener- 
ally and universally accepted. 

It is truly applicable to Christian Truth, to that 
faith — to that apostolic belief which is ONE, invariable 
—incapable of change, because founded upon the Word 
of God. 

It may be applied to that invisible, triumphant 
Church of Christ, the members of which are united in 
one faith — and engaged in one and the same service. 

But it cannot correctly be applied to any separate 
l3ranch of the Church of Christ militant here on earth, 
other than as such branch may hold the one and true 
Christian faith in its integrity and pureness. In such 
case, such branch is an i^ncatholic branch of the one 
Catholic Church. 

The separate branches of the Church of Christ having 
deduced different doctrines, and arrived at different 
conclusions in respect to the teaching of the word of 
God, and having appointed different discipline for the 
ohservance of their members, cannot in their separate 
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temporal state be called Oatholic ; sach diversity neces- 
sarily destroys Catholicity, Yet the members of any 
such branch who may individaally, or collectively hold 
^he Catholic faith in its integrity, may, and should be 
considered members of the catholic or universal Ohurch 
of Christ. They may with confidence repeat the words 
or the Apostle's Creed, " I. believe in the Holy Qhost; 
the Holy Catholic Church ; the communion of saints ; 
the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body^ 
and the life everlasting," They may further believe 
in that spiritual fellowship, which even in this life 
draws together and binds as in one body, those who hold 
one and the same faith. They may spiritually rejoice 
in that union, which, though unseen by the natural eye, 
not understood by the natural mind, does exist between 
the faithful followers of our Lord, between those who 
build their hopes and rely in full confidence upon the 
benefits of the one all sufiOicient sacrifice and atonement 
which Christ made for the sin of man. 

The assumption by the Church of Rome of the 
designation CathoUc cannot be justified. That Church 
is a member of the Catholic Church of Christ, and so 
far as her people hold the true faith in its integrity 
they may be esteemed true members of the Catholic 
Church, but in her individual character as the Roman 
Church she is not entitled to be called the Catholic 
Church. She is a corrupt branch of the Catholic Church 
of Christ, Even were the BW^ievsi^ws^ ^^wss^fc^ V^ '^^ 
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BisIk^ of BcMne admitted— -die would not be entititd^ to 
that designfttion. She haei repeatedly altered the 
articles of her beUe^ and hae ef>ea added thereto, and 
she is at variance* with the several braaohes of the 
Western and with the whole of the Eastern Ohuroh of 
Ohrist. Oatihtdkity' is therefore destroyed, so far as 
respeet the churches militant. 
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